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Description 

 
The Bealach LMP area covers 1874 ha of primarily conifer forest and open hill, located between 

Duror and Appin. Bealach is bounded by the Duror design plan to the north; the Glen Creran 
design plan to the east; Glen Stockdale in private ownership to the south; the Appin design plan 

to the south-west and Achara in private ownership to the north-west. The forest stretches from 
the coastal margin at the A828, to an elevation of 640 metres; conditions vary from the sheltered 
Glen Salachan to the exposed, sub alpine conditions of Fraochaidh.  A narrow strip up the side of 

the Salachan burn to the open ground at Achvlair is also under private ownership. The forest is 
accessed from the A828, via a route shared with Bealach House.  A hydro-electric scheme has 

been developed at Lochan Blar nan Lochan and the access track and wayleaves for this are 
serviced through the forest, from the A828. 
 

The forested area is approximately 1170 ha of 1970s, 1980s and 1990s planting, with 
approximately 66 ha of PAWS and AWS - primarily oak/hazel/birch woodland located along the 

Salachan burn, with birch woodland on hill sides and mixed broadleaves in other riparian zones. 
The strategy outlined in the last LMP focused on reducing the proportion of conifers, diversifying 
conifer species and increasing the proportion of broadleaves and open ground – with a net 

decrease in ground under forestry.  New forest roads have been constructed to facilitate 
harvesting and restocking, with further roads planned to link with Duror forest - the southern 

margin of Duror forest is contiguous with the north- western margin of Bealach. 
 

 



Social Factors:  

 
There are no settlements situated close to Bealach; the nearest significant settlement is the 

village of Duror, which lies several miles north of the forest. The only near neighbours are Bealach 
House, which is operated as a B&B; the Highland Titles – owned woodland close to the forest 

entrance at the western boundary, and the neighbouring Lurignish farm. The ground adjoining the 
LMP area to the west, and a small area of open land within the forest area, are part of an 
agricultural tenancy. The farmhouse is located further south of the LMP area and is accessed from 

the A828. 

Bealach is used by walkers and ramblers and a recognised footpath, which is not a core path, 

connects Glen Stockdale to the A828. 

Several caves and potholes are located within the LMP area, including the deepest pothole in 
Scotland, the Cave of the Skulls. The majority of people visiting the caves walk in from the forest 

road entrance. Access to these sites will be maintained and protected during forestry operations 
but the approach will be low key, with no signage or markers to the caves. 

 

Environmental Factors: 

 

There are no statutory designations covering the forested area, although there are significant 
areas of PAWS/AWS, mainly concentrated in the riparian zones along the Salachan Burn and 

minor tributaries, and on hill sides. Chequered skipper butterflies have been noted in an area of 
open broadleaved woodland and unimproved grassland, which should be protected and linked to 

broadleaved woodland in the riparian zone, through creation of corridors where possible. Several 
UKBAP priority open habitats, mainly upland heathland, calcareous grassland and wet flushes, are 
located throughout the LMP, although covering a limited area. Black and red grouse can be found 

on the open ground within the LMP area; these are not currently affected by forestry operations, 
but any new planting would need to avoid loss or degradation of their habitat.  

 
Bealach forest was identified by Scottish Natural Heritage as priority woodland for Red Squirrel, 
mainly as a strategic reserve to encourage Red Squirrel and discourage the spread of Grey 

Squirrel, but there is no evidence of Red Squirrel in the woodland. The 2006 to 2016 LMP included 
objectives to create suitable woodland habitat for Red Squirrel but there is no evidence currently, 

that planting large seeded broadleaf species in this forest will create any risk from Grey Squirrels. 

 
The overall environmental status of Salachan burn was assessed in 2008 by SEPA as Moderate 

with Medium confidence, with overall ecological status of Moderate and overall chemical status of 
pass, with the objective to achieve good status by 2021. Planting of conifer species in the riparian 

zone was identified as a factor contributing to the “Moderate” status, with agreement to remove 
conifers from this area and allow appropriate broadleaf riparian woodland to develop. To date, 
felling in this zone has been undertaken as per the previous plan but further consideration is 

required in order to identify an appropriate harvesting schedule, where large coupes lie adjacent 
to the burn. 

 



Most of the open ground to the north and east of the LMP area is covered by the Glen Etive and 
Glen Fyne SPA but this designation does not extend into the forested areas. However, the 
potential impact on the SPA would need to be assessed if the woodland is expanded by extending 

the tree line with native woodland. The Scottish Natural Heritage Landscape Character 
Assessment describes the area as “Craggy Upland” - upland moor with an irregular, amorphous 

landform; rounded rocky knolls and upland lochs; open moor with conifer plantations along glens 
and extending into moors and oak-birch woodland within the shelter of lower slopes and within 
glens. Most of the forest is within the secluded Salachan Glen, can only be seen from the hill tops 

and is not visible from the road or from any settlements.  
The large open hill is under FES management and there are plans to create linkages with Glen 

Creran through new planting, up to the boundary of the LMP area. This work is being led by West 
Argyll Forest District and close liaison with them will be required during plan preparation. 
 

A walkover archaeological survey conducted in 2005 identified several remains of interest at 
Achvlair in coupe 45607, including ruined buildings, sheilings and a corn kiln. There also appears 

to be evidence of old field patterns here. 

 

Economic Factors: 

Recreational use of the forest is limited to walkers and occasional fishing in the loch and 
burn. However, the ongoing programme of road and track construction will support 

tourism, by facilitating improved access to Froachaidh and links to Duror village through 
Duror forest. 

 
There are no strategic timber transport routes through the forest.  
 

Currently, the total area under active management is 1800 ha and of this, 780 ha is high 
forest, with 955 ha managed as open ground and 65 ha as temporary open ground 

(areas that have failed, been felled, or suffered windblow). Consideration will be given to 
identifying and maintaining open ground to optimise both environmental benefits and 
production capacity. 

 
More than 78% of the forest was planted in the 1970’s, with approximately 11% planted 

in the 1980’s and much smaller areas in the following two decades. This uneven age 
structure presents significant challenges, in restructuring the forest to maintain 
sustainable production levels and a healthy forest environment. Vulnerability to 

windblow is unknown but could potentially be significant, at least for coupes on the 
higher slopes. 
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The pre 1900 figures comprise small areas of Oak, some of which  were historically 
wooded as well as a small area of new planting in the 1900’s and 2nd rotation planting in 

2017. 
 
The species structure is similarly uneven: Sitka spruce is the dominant species covering 

around 75% of the forest area, as demonstrated below. The market for Sitka spruce is strong 
for both logs and small round wood and is likely to continue for this versatile species.  

However, in the future the limited species diversity may reduce potential markets that can be 
accessed, as well as potentially lowering the resilience of the forest to pests, diseases and 
other environmental factors. 

 

Species as % forested area (ha)
Birch

Larch

Lodgepole pine

Other/mixed broadleaves

Oak

Mixed conifers

Norway spruce

Sitka spruce

Other conifer sp.

 
 
The felling plan in the existing LMP has scheduled to fell, an average of 8ha annually 

over the next three years, rising to 25ha annually between 2032 and 2036. Annual 
production forecast is 4,400 m3 per year between 2018 and 2021 but this will increase 

sharply, to 11,800 m3 produced each year between 2022 and 2026 and rising to 15,900 
m3 / year in 2037 – 2041. It may be necessary to bring forward some production in 
order to optimise the potential of the more productive coupes and to even- out 

production volumes, also bearing in mind the objective to achieve a more diverse age, 



species and spatial structure. Under the current Land Management Plan felling schedule, 
conifers harvested in the 2037-2041 felling period will be 63 years old. This may be 
acceptable in coupes with lower yield classes and sub optimal growing conditions where 

trees will take longer to reach their potential, but felling schedules will be reviewed 
against the optimum rotation age. 
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There will be a presumption to maintain optimum production levels in the longer term, 
subject to addressing some of the environmental issues highlighted and understanding 

the reasons for the areas of poor conifer growth.  
 

Further work is required on the assessment of production forecast, in terms of timescale, 
volumes and restocking requirements. Consideration needs to be given to the potential 
for growing productive broadleaves, as well as the choice of conifer species, to improve 

structural and species diversity while maintaining productivity. 
 

Achieving national priorities locally 
 
The following sections follow the themes introduced in the National Strategic Directions 

document to ensure clear linkages through the planning framework. Lochaber Forest District 

will apply an approach based on a strategic assessment of national and regional priorities 

with the overall aspiration of the estate being:   

1. Healthy, achieving good environmental and silvicultural condition in a changing 

climate   
  

2. Productive, providing sustainable economic benefits from the land   

3. Treasured, as a multi-purpose resource that sustains livelihoods, improves 

quality of life, and offers involvement and enjoyment   

4. Accessible, local woodlands and national treasures that are well promoted, 

welcoming and open for all  

5. Cared for, working with nature and respecting landscapes, natural and cultural 

heritage  

6. Good value, exemplary, effective and efficient delivery of public benefits.  
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Objectives 

 

 Retain a strong core of commercial conifers and productive broadleaves, focusing on areas 

where the site conditions are suitable and these can be economically established and 

managed. Maintain at least the current conifer species diversity within the woodland areas. 

 

 Expand the internal forest road network to harvest the current crop, minimising the impact 

on the landscape and increase the options for the future management of the forest and hill 

land. 

 

 Continue to manage and expand the areas of native woodland focusing on the restoration 

of plantations on ancient woodland sites and the expansion of the native woodland along 

the riparian zones to form a semi-permanent habitat network. Identify potential areas for 

broadleaf timber management. 

 

 Protecting and expanding native woodland above the timber line where this is compatible 

with priority open habitats on the hill. 

 

 Identify areas of priority open habitat within the forest area and enhance these where 

practical. In particular, maintain existing habitat for Chequered skipper butterfly through 

the maintenance of a grass sward and open broadleaved canopy. 

 

 Maintain access for existing recreational uses. 

 

 Consult and work with local communities and stakeholders. 

 



 

 
 

 

Key 

Directions 

Relevant issues identified for Bealach LMP 

Healthy 

 
 We will consider the potential for thinning 2nd rotation crops and the stands of birch/ 

mixed broadleaves, for production, with a focus on the glen floor and more sheltered 

lower slopes 

 

 There is no opportunity in the current rotation for conifer LISS/CCF due to windthrow 

risk, current age structure and difficult terrain 

 We will maintain tree cover by restocking with optimum / minimum fallow, continuous 

cover of broadleaves and management of PAWS. We will balance fallow length with the 

need to control weed growth. Adjacency issues may impact on length of fallow, coupe 

size and felling schedules 

 Ground preparation techniques will seek to protect the soil and soil carbon at the same 

time as achieving rapid re-establishment of woodland cover.  Soil and attribute surveys 

have been completed 

 Wherever possible, we will improve wind resistance by encouraging green edges on 

roads, rides and breaks, reinforcing riparian broadleaves to create natural breaks and 

environmental benefits. There are no steep / high risk areas 

 We will continue to monitor for encroachment of Rhododendron ponticum from 

neighbouring ground and remove this immediately 

 We will monitor the woodlands for significant tree pathogens such as Phytophthora 

ramorum, Hylobius spp. and Chalara fraxinea 

 We will strive to manage deer to fulfil our land management aspirations. We will work 

with Deer Management Groups and adjacent landowners to maintain good relations 

and ensure that views and objectives are taken into account 

 

 



 The forest management of Bealach will contribute towards achieving the objectives of 

The River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) by:-  

1. Addressing any local water body deteriorations within the plan area - removing 

conifers from the riparian zone and expanding native broadleaved riparian 

woodland 

2. Designing new proposals so that they will not result in deterioration of any water 

body status by creating open broadleaved habitat in riparian zones 

 

 By ensuring that forest activities are managed in such a way as to ensure they do not 

cause pollution 

 

Productive  Softwood timber production will continue to be a core objective but effort will be 

focused on areas where soil, shelter and other environmental conditions will 
achieve the best growth and where cost effective infrastructure can support the 

necessary harvesting and forest management activities 
 

 We will manage broadleaves for woodfuel and small roundwood, focusing on 

existing birch and mixed broadleaved stands between the road and burn and any 
areas of new planting, where access permits and where it is compatible with 

conservation priorities 
 

 We will consider the potential to enhance the oak/hazel riparian woodland in 
45607, with low impact management for productive broadleaves 

 

 Broadleaves may offer longer term opportunities to contribute to local economic 

activity, encouraging value adding and job creation by encouraging small scale 
local markets such as wood turning and furniture making. Continuing forest 

management will help to secure / support long term downstream jobs 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 Local economic diversity will be encouraged by:  
 

o Considering proposals for any run-of-river hydro-electric developments, 
which supplement the existing hydro-scheme;  

o Maintaining productive relationships with the existing B&B business; 
o Giving consideration to requests / proposals from the community and local 

SMEs; 

o Constructing new forest roads where needed; facilitating a separate access route 

for other users at the forest entrance and by maintaining access to the open hill,  

which will attract more recreational users 

 We will support the Scottish Government’s woodland expansion policy by encouraging 

natural regeneration of native woodland in the upper margins and in riparian zones and 

by planting new conifer and broadleaved woodland in open ground where appropriate, 

including linking the woodland with Glen Creran. Previous plans to pull back the tree 

line from high ground will be reconsidered. 

Treasured  Links with Duror / Kentallen, and Appin Community Councils will be maintained 

and any requests to engage local communities and organisations in using and 
managing the woodland will be given serious consideration.  

 Opportunities for volunteering, or for encouraging a more diverse range of people 

to use the forest, are limited due to the commercial nature of the forest but the 
oak/hazel wood and riparian and other native woodland areas will be managed for 

amenity and wildlife 
 Archaeological remains will be protected  

 

Accessible  The forest is open to all, within the framework of the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code and we will continue to promote best practice in relation to access 

 Construction of forest roads will improve access through the forest and linking to 
Duror 

 

Cared for  Conifers have been cleared from some PAWS/AWS sites. Any conifer regeneration 

will be removed and conifers felled in the remaining PAWS sites. Enrichment 
planting may be needed to ensure sufficient regeneration of site suitable native 
broadleaf species. 

 Broadleaf habitat will be expanded to link native woodland and integrate with other 

habitats 

 



 Managing the grazing impact of deer will facilitate natural regeneration of broadleaves; 

protect planted broadleaves and soft conifers; improve biodiversity and promote 

restoration and maintenance of priority open habitats 

 Birch and mixed broadleaved stands between the forest road and burn; in riparian 
zones and coupe margins and on hillsides will be strengthened 

 Open habitats will be maintained in good ecological condition. Open habitat 
surveys have been completed and identified priority habitats will be protected 
from planting. A clear rationale for planting open ground will be agreed 

 Specific action plans for Chequered skipper will be agreed 
 Road development in the northern section of the forest will be planned and 

designed to protect vulnerable and priority habitats and to limit damage in 
riparian zones and when crossing gullies 

 Archaeological features will be protected, particularly ruined buildings, remnants of 

dykes and remains of the kiln structure on the open ground / field at Achvlair. Open 

ground will be maintained around archeological remains 

 

Good Value  A sustainable yield of timber will be made available to a range of local and 
national customers wherever possible 

 Venison produced from deer management activities is sold to national game 
dealers for both the domestic and export market 

 



 
 
Stakeholders & consultation: 

 
A number of key groups and organisations could contribute to the project through support 

and advocacy: -  
  

Highland Council (Roads, planning, archaeology, access)  
Forestry Commission                                     
Scottish Natural Heritage                            Lochaber Fisheries Trust 
Appin Historical Society                  Lochaber District Salmon Fisheries Board  
Duror & Kentallen Community Council         SGRIPD 
Appin Community Council                           Scottish Rights of Way & Access Society 
SEPA                                                        Bealach Country House                                                     
Confor  
 
                                                       
         

Forestry Commission Contact  
  

Dr Mandie Currie 
Lochaber Forest District  
Torlundy  
Fort William  
PH33 6SW  
 

 


