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531 Ha of the site falls within the Habitat
Management Plan (HMP) area, a planning
condition of construction of the windfarm,
and this is managed by SPR.
Opportunity to positively influence the
management of the HMP area through our
management of the surrounding forest.
Loss of productive area could have a negative
economic impact.

The Carrot Scree and Boulder Fields are
particularly important unplanted areas for
lichen and bryophytes.
Opportunity to improve the habitat of this
area by monitoring and clearing Spruce
natural regeneration..

137 of the 215 turbine Whitelee Windfarm,
with associated infrasturcture, are loctated
within the LMP area.
Identify and pursue approriate opportunities
to widen the appeal of the forest to visitors
as a recreational attraction.
Some opprtunities may not be compatible with
an operational forest or the windfarm.

Wide swathes of ground left unplanted along
principle watercourses
Opportunity to improve forest habitat networks,
improve soil stability along watercourses, reduce
run off and improve water quality.
With around 161Km of watercourses establishing
and maintaining riparian woodland along all of the
network would be challenging and significantly
reduce productive area.

Around 97% of tree cover is conifer, of which
Sitka spruce makes up approx. 90%
OOpportunity to diversify the species make up
of the forest.
LPoor soils and exposure restrict the species
appropriate to the site to a limited range.
Tree health concerns from DNB and
Phytopthera ramorum inhibit the use of
Scots pine and larch.

Various areas of conifer crop in check or of
very poor growth.
Poorly growing crops around unplanted peat
bogs provide potential to expand the habitat
and allow peat accumulation to resume. This
also allows hard forest edges to soften over
time.
Some merchantable crops will be uneconomic
to harvest.

Being a relatively even aged forest approx.
72% of the the forest ranges between Thicket
and Pole stage - Mature High Forest.
With variations in growing conditions there
are opportunities to redesign various coupes
with a view to diversifying the age structucture
of the forest.
Approx. 63% of the forest falls within the
windfarm lease agreement area where, for wind
flow purposes, we are obliged to practice short
rotation forestry, felling crops when they reach
a height of 12m, limiting opportunity to effectively
diversify the age structure.
Any requirements to reach coupes not currently
served by a road could destabilise crops as forest
residue is required to build roads upon deep peat..

3694 Ha (~63%) of the site is managed
under Short Rotation Forestry.
Felling crops in advance of their full rotation
length provides opportunity to diversify the
age structure of the forest.
Most of the forest remains relatively even-aged
and therefore felling crops when they reach
12m presents challenges with relation to coupe
size, adjaceny and age diversification.

Most of the forest is adequately roaded at
present or has roading planned for it however
various coupes are isolated from these roads
or are more than 500m from existing roads.
New roads/spurs servicing identified felling
coupes will facilitate economic harvesting of
these areas.
Some identified felling coupes may be separated
from the existing road network by younger crops
meaning lost volume to remove crop through
these areas.
Felling through existing crop to create new road
may lead to brown edges and wind stability issues
for the affected crops.

~50 Ha of improved farmland at High
Carlingcraig was recently acquired
and added to the block.
Opportunity to contribute to national
woodland expansion targets with
predominantly commercial crop.
Despite predominantly mineral soil,
species choice remains limited and
future management access is also
limited.

The wind turbine service infrastructure doubles
as forestry and recreational access.
Opportunity to improve facilities and make the
most of the windfarm infrastructure.
Some opprtunities may not be compatible with
an operational forest or the windfarm.

Sightings of Black Grouse and Pine Martin
have been made at Whitelee.
Opportunity to improve the habitat of this
area through management decisions.
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INITIAL OUTLINE CONCEPT
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Continue to work with SPR and wider
Habitat Management Plan (HMP)
group to identify opportunities to
positively influence the area.

Some Sitka spruce regeneration has
previously been cleared from the managed
open areas, this will be kept under review
and repeated if necessary.

The Region will continue to work with
partners toward the development of
an Access Plan to improve facilities
and make the most of the windfarm
infrastructure.

Where restocking areas are bordered
or intersected by principle watercourses,
establish native broadleaf forest habitat
networks along these main riparian
corridors and also where further habitat
connections make sense.

Increased use of Lodgepole pine as a
nursing mix with Sitka spruce on
nutrient poor soils along with enhanced
broadleaved habitat networks will
improve the diversity of species within
the forest.

Where appropriate to do so, merchantable
crops should be harvested and restocked
however where crops are checked or very
poor retain peat edge woodland habitat.

Growth rate analysis identifying which
crops can be brought forward for felling,
which can be withheld, which should be
retained and which should not be
restocked will influence the design of
management and restocking coupes.

Where site conditions allow, given windfarm
and stability constraints; redesign coupes
to better distribute felling phases whilst
also providing opportunity for an increased
number of windfirm edges in the next crop
rotation enhancing future flexibility for further
age diversification.

New roads will be designed into the plan
where appropriate to enable access to
economically harvest proposed future
felling coupes.

Continue to work with the three local
authorities and partners to develop
Whitelee Forest as an open access
recreation experience, including
creating a car park at Ardochrig,
upgrading various paths such as the
Weavers Trail and improvements to
various entrances.

Whilst most of the work to help increase
Black Grouse numbers is being done
as part of the Habitat Management Area
additional habitat network broadleaves
will enhance the feed value for Black Grouse
throughout the forest. Low density conifer
regeneration on any areas not commercially
restocked will also benefit Black Grouse by
offering shelter in suitable habitat.

~40 Ha of High Carlingcraig to be
planted predominantly as pure Sitka
spruce with designed fringes of
mixed broadleaves. Future access
options to be outlined.
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