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SURVEY & KEY FEATURES
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The site was formerly agricultural ground used 
primarily for grazing with an internal matrix of 
linear field boundaries made up of drainage 
ditches, stock-fencing and hawthorn 
hedgerows.

Soils are predominantly gleyed with better 
alluvial soils along the River Garnock flood 
plain. The site is relatively sheltered.

The site is within a few hundred metres of 
the northern edge of Kilwinning with 
residential streets and footpaths linking to 
the sustrans link.

3 farm gates access site from the public road, 
2 to the east and 1 to the west, poor sight lines 
mean that none of these are suitable for timber 
access.

The site has areas of priority lowland 
meadow and improved grassland habitat.

Japanese knotweed, Giant Hogweed and 
Himalayan balsam have all been found 
along the banks of the Garnock River.

Th site is only really viewed from along 
the cycle path, glimpsed views from the 
minor public road (Blair Rd) which bisects 
the site and from the track on the western 
bank of the river Garnock and from the 
rear of houses on Northacre & from Ardoch 
Farm.

Excellent views from higher ground of 
Ailsa Craig, Goatfell on Arran and the 
tower of Kilwinning Abbey

A dismantled rail line runs under the weight 
restricted road bridge on Blair Rd. SLFD 
don’t own the section under the road which 
is currently sectioned of by steel palisade 
fencing but do have a right of access. Just 
to the west of the bridge over the dismantles 
rail line is a wetland habitat which has developed 
in the hollow dug out to create the Sustrans cycle 
path.

Twin line 132kV overhead power supply 
runs only just over the north east tip.

Area to south east of site is 
predominantly Juncus.

The sustrans cycle way runs along southern 
edge of western area over a stone viaduct 
which was also part of the former railway line.

A sewage pipe runs along the lower ground 
on the eastern bank of the Garnock River 
with inspection hatches along its length.

Mature tree species line the western bank 
out-with our ownership, these include Beech, 
Ash & Sycamore.Examples of willow, sycamore, 
ash, elm, hawthorn and alder found along 
Garnock River. A mix of hawthorn, willow and 
sycamore run up Rough Burn.
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