
For further information contact us on 0300 
067 6700 or scottishlowlands@forestry.gsi.

What will it look like during and after  
the works?
Due to the nature of the works there will be some 
temporary damage to the ground surface in 
the areas where we will be working and to path 
edges along the route timber will be removed 
from site. We will work with the contractor on site 
to minimise this damage by building brash roads 
and carefully choosing extraction routes. Once 
the felling is completed we will undertake work 
to repair excessive damage where appropriate. 
The site will be left as tidy as possible with the 
removal of as much wood as possible with 
stumps cut low to the ground. 

When will you be working? 
The main work of tree felling and removal of 
timber within the forest will take place between 
6am and 7pm, 7 days a week. In addition, timber 
maybe loaded onto lorries and taken away from 
4am. Residents should expect to see additional 
timber lorries on local roads during the works. 

What can I do to help?
In order to help prevent the spread of the 
disease we are asking all site users to follow 
our information about cleaning 
footwear, bikes, kit and dogs 
paws after a visit to the forest.

We are working in 
Cowal’s Forests
We are carrying out emergency tree work 
in the forest across Cowal. The work will 
involve felling areas of larch on site that 
have been infected with the tree disease 
Phytophthora ramorum. 

We are required to carry out this work as we 
have been issued with a Statutory Plant Health 
Notice, legally telling us to remove these trees 
to help prevent the spread of the disease. 

Whilst the tree work is taking place, we will 
need to temporarily close some sections of 
the forest to ensure public safety. We will also 
be putting biosecurity measures in place to 
reduce the potential spread of the disease. 

The danger
you can’t see
Modern tree felling machines are massive, hi tech 
and very efficient; cutting up a tree every minute.

Falling trees are very dangerous.
And if the machine’s saw chain 
breaks, metal can shoot through  
the forest like a bullet.  
The operator’s cab  
glass is bullet proof.

Please observe all 
safety signs whether 
you can hear a 
machine working  
or not. Thanks.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on our  
Keep it clean campaign and what to do, visit:
www.forestryandland.gov.scot/keep-it-clean 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION contact us on:  
enquiries.central@forestryandland.gov.scot 



Why are you carrying out these works?
We have been issued with a number of 
Statutory Plant Health Notice (SPHN) by 
Scottish Forestry to fell areas of larch trees 
infected with Phytophthora ramorum. This 
disease will kill any infected trees so felling 
these trees will reduce the risk of the disease 
spreading to other Larch trees in the area.

Which trees are going to be cut down?
We will be removing all the larch from within 
Statutory Plant Health Notice (SPHN) areas. 
We may also need to fell other trees to gain 
access to the parts of the site that need to 
be felled and to avoid the risk of some trees 
blowing over in the future. In some areas we 
will also remove the Rhododendron ponticum 
for operational reasons.

Why are you closing the paths during the works?
In order for us to make sure that everyone 
is kept safe, it is essential for us to close 
off different areas within forests. This will 
be done to try and minimise disruption to 
users and we will provide diversion routes 
where possible.

Forwarder for 
moving timber

Harvester used to 
cut down trees      

Warning signs to keep an eye out for:

How can I get more information?
Further updates and information will be 
available on the webpage for the specific site 
or get in contact with us by email  
enquiries.central@forestryandland.gov.scot 

What happens after the trees are cut down?
Following the removal of the trees a 
programme of replanting felled areas will be 
carried out, depending on species chosen there 
is a recommended fallow period of 3 years. 
The Phytophthora response will not result in 
deforestation.  

Once areas of the forest have opened up 
again it is still important for users to wash 
boots, paws, wheels and bikes after a visit to 
site to reduce the risk of spreading the disease 
to other areas.

 
How will you protect the wildlife in  
Cowal’s Forests?
The forests have been surveyed for wildlife, 
in particular protected species, and where 
important sites have been identified the 
forest operations will avoid working within the 
designated areas. 

Why are you working in Cowal now?
Due to the Statutory Plant Health Notices 
we are required to act swiftly to reduce the 
chances of the disease spreading.

The infection was picked up as part of an 
ongoing survey carried out  
by Scottish Forestry.

 

What types of machines will be used?
During the works we will be using different 
types of equipment to cut down and move 
the trees on site, above and below are some 
examples of what might be used. Some of the 
trees will be felled by chainsaw operators and 
some by harvester, and then moved off site by 
the forwarder. 


