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Visitor experience

Kirroughtree is the gateway to Galloway Forest Park. It is a 7 Stanes mountain-biking site with walking trails, picnic spots, play areas & a visitor centre.

Focus non-standard treatments within visitor welcome zones & present a variety of woodland experiences. Maintain recreation facilities to a high standard & encourage responsible public access.
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Key land management plan objectives (2024 - 2034)

1. Provide a quality experience for visitors.
2. Maintain & enhance existing native woodland remnants.
3. Maintain & enhance conservation status of heritage sites.
4. Maintain & enhance general character & external views of woodlands.
5. Maintain modest sustainable timber production.
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Native woodlands

Woodlands are under pressure from non-native species & deer browsing. Knockman wood could be enhanced by cattle grazing & historical land-use surveying.

Gradually restore ancient woodland & focus wildlife management accordingly. Utilise outcomes from historic land-use study to guide land management options at Knockman Wood.
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Woodland diversity 

There is a diverse range of tree species & ages. Woodlands support a variety of species including bats, pine marten & keeled skimmer dragonfly.

Target clear felling & thinning to promote & supplement an increased area of low impact woodland management. Increase species diversity & open space in restock plans.
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Timber supply

A forest road network is well established across most woodlands. There is potential to continue thinning some stands. Non-native conifer species are naturally regenerating.

Target clear felling & thinning to promote & supplement an increased area of low impact woodland management. Work with natural processes to manage regenerating conifers as a productive crop. At Knockman wood, phased clear felling of northern coupes with a view to creating permanent broadleaf woodland.
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Landscape & visual amenity

Bower wood & Kirroughtree main block are highly visible from Newton Stewart & public roads. Permanence of views. 

Forest design to conform to designated landscape character. Use of low impact woodland management, with clear felling located outwith town views.




