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Riparian zoneManage catchments to help meet the objectives of the Loch Doon SSSI Designated Site Management Plan. Increase open space and broadleaf establishment, using natural features to enhance habitat linkage for species such as Black Grouse. Investigate the potential for peatland restoration and/or peatland edge woodland in areas where the environmental benefit will be greatest. 
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Key management objectives for Gala Lane land management plan 2024-2034 1. Sustainable timber production2. Improve general woodland resilience by enhancing species richness and structural diversity3. Management of the Merrick Kells SSSI / SAC as per the Designated Site Management Plan
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Open hill topManage the Merrick Kells SSSI / SAC as per the Designated Site Management Plan. Maintain adjacent hill tops as open space and continue to soften the forest edge by restocking with a range of site suitable tree species and by conforming to land form.
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Timber productionPromote sustainable timber production through revised felling and restocking plans that continue to diversify the woodland's age structure and species composition in line with the UK Forestry Standard. Expand and maintain the existing forest road network to facilitate timely forest management intervention.
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External woodland viewsGradually improve views and visitor experience along the Carrick Forest Drive by presenting a range of colours, textures, and a varying forest structure. Restock with a variety of tree species and alter the upper forest edge to achieve better landscape fit. Where site conditions allow, target conversion to Low Impact Silviculture Systems.
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