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Have your say 

East Loch Shiel 

LMP’s describe how Forestry and Land Scotland 

intends to manage the  landscape over a period 

of 10 years, and also set out our longer term 

objectives. When we develop an LMP, we gather 

views from a range of different stakeholders, 

most particularly from local communities. This 

helps us to develop the plan while balancing 

competing objectives. 

What is the purpose of a 
Land Management Plan? 

What is today’s 
consultation about? 
Welcome to this exhibition looking at the 

long term vision for the forest blocks known 

collectively as East Loch Shiel. The purpose of  

this event is to provide you with information, 

facilitate discussion and to let you know how 

you can comment on the Land Management 

Plan (LMP) currently being developed. In 

addition to these exhibition boards, you can 

find more information on our website:        

forestryandland.gov.scot 

How to comment 
We are in the scoping stage of this plan and want  to hear your 

views. Please use one of the following methods to share your 

opinions or to find out more as the plan is in development. 

Winter 2026 
Plan submitted 
to Scottish 
Forestry for 
consideration 

Autumn 2026 
Development 
of final plan 

Summer 2026 
Formal 
consultation of 
proposals 

Autumn/  
Winter 2025 
Initial 
community 
consultation 

Spring/ 
Summer 2025 
Site surveys 
and analysis 

• 0300 067 6650 

• enquiries.west@forestryandland.gov.scot 

• Forestry and Land Scotland, Torlundy, Fort William, PH33 6SW                                                                                                                            

• forestryandland.gov.scot/eastlochshiel 

Spring 2026 
Creation of 
proposals 

Projected stages of the LMP 
We are here 

Scan QR Code here 
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The site and surrounding area 
Location 
The East Loch Shiel Land Management Plan 

(LMP) consists of Callop and Drumfern,    

Loch Shiel and Achanellan forests, lying in the 

heart of the Scottish rainforest zone. The LMP 

area occupies just over 3,780ha, of which   

1,920ha is forested and 1,859ha is open. 

Existing conditions 
The LMP area is affected by multiple 

environmental designations of National and 

European importance. Also of note are two 

Scheduled Monuments: Corrantee Lead Mines in 

Achanellan Forest and Rubha an Fhaing Dhuibh, 

a fort/settlement on the loch shore in Loch Shiel 

Forest. 

Large areas of crop are affected by ancient 

semi-natural woodland (ASNW) designations 

including plantations on ancient woodland 

sites (PAWS). The existing native woodland 

comprises of upland birchwood and oakwood, 

wet woodland and native pinewood which are 

home to invertebrates. Most of the open land is 

classified as priority habitat. 

Substantial proportions of non-native conifer 

crop are economically mature, with large areas 

lacking operational access. Second rotation 

spruce crops have been impacted by poor soils. 

Poor growth rates are also attributed to some 

areas of deep peat. Watercourses from all but 

the most eastern areas of Drumfern drain into 

Loch Shiel - which is home to protected species 

such as black-throated diver, otter and salmonid 

species. 

Scheduled Monument: Corrantee Lead Mine 

Regenerating PAWS 

Open habitats and lochans 
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Map Key 

LMP area 

FLS 

Other woodland 

Caledonian pinewood 

Wetland 

Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC) 

Ancient woodland 
(semi-natural origin) 

Plantations on Ancient 
Woodland Sites (PAWS) 

National Scenic Area (NSA) 

Open priority habitat 

Blanket bog 

Deep peat 

Timber transport routes 

Priority fell crops 

Areas of deep peat 
and partial deep peat. 

Areas of deep peat, partial 
deep peat and restored 
peatland, which requires 
monitoring and maintenance. 

Quarries in Glenhurich Forest 
provide roading material for Loch 
Shiel Forest south and Achanellan 
Forest. The main quarry in Callop 
will provide similar for Callop, 
Drumfern and most of Loch Shiel. 

High quality PAWS throughout 
the LMP area impacted by mature 
non-native conifer species. 

Caledonian pinewood remnants 
straddle public and private 
ownership, which necessitate 
shared management objectives 
and responsibilities. Non-native 
regeneration impact these areas.  

Areas of high herbivore impact 
throughout the site, especially areas 
backing onto sporting estates. Mature 
and dense conifer provide cover for 
deer and impedes deer control, which 
is compounded by porous fencing and 
limited access for Wildlife Rangers. 

Inaccessible larch in a 
forest which has had a 
previous Phytophthora 
ramorum outbreak. 

‘Special Place character’: Loch Shiel SSSI/SPA/NSA, 
Loch Moidart and Loch Shiel Woods SAC, Ardgour 
Pinewood SSSI/SAC. These areas contain veteran 
trees, ancient woodland, Scheduled Monuments, 
as well as species like golden eagles, chequered 
skippers, otters, dragonfly and reptile assemblages 
plus oak woodland rich in bryophyte and lichen.* 

Invasive non-native species 
such as rhododendron negatively 
impact native habitat. 

Maintaining good operational 
access to harvesting areas is 
crucial - both in terms of wider 
timber transport routes and 
forest roads. 

Areas of mature non-native 
pines affected  by Dothistroma 
needle blight. 

*SPA = Special protecion area 

Constraints and opportunities 

This map 
highlights some 

of the features, which
 may provide us with 
opportunities, along 
with other features 
which may act as 

constraints 

• Extensive areas of designated habitat and 

iconic landscape. 

• Extensive areas of high quality PAWS. 

• Impact of high deer numbers on native 

woodland habitat, peatland habitats and 

woodland regeneration. 

• Porous strategic fencing. 

• Reliance on a single point of access to most   

of the LMP. 

• Substantial areas of economically mature 

crops lacking operational access in 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

• Identifying phased felling whilst considering 

the non-native seeding threats on adjacent 

regenerating native woodland sites. 

• Afforested deep peat areas that connect with 

nationally important peatland. 

• Multiple watercourses. 
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Other woodland 

Main roads 

Forest roads 

Planned roads 

1. Inaccessible larch 

2. Potential landscape 
     impact of new roads 

3. PAWS threatened 
     by conifer 

4. Invasive alder 

5. Challenging operational 
     access 

6. Failed native crop 

7. Unauthorised campfires

   8. Porous fencing

   9. Deer pressure 

10. Hagged peat 

11. Nutrient poor conifer 
        crops 

12. Windblow 

13. Rhododendron 

14. Non native regeneration 
        in pinewood habitat 

Photo Key 

Constraints 

Examples 
of some of 

the key 
constraints 
we need to 

address 
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   9. Pinewood regeneration 
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Map Key 

LMP area 

FLS 

Other woodland 

Caledonian pinewood 

Wetland 

Core ancient woodland 

Restored peatland 

Deep peat 

Areas of regeneration 

Forest road 

Planned forest road 

Priority fell area 

Protect ancient woodland 
and riparian (along river 
course) areas. 

Safeguard native woodland 
establishment in the current 
felled areas in Loch Shiel. 

In all three forest blocks there 
are opportunities for productive 
forestry, sensitive to native 
landscape restoration, where 
soils, exposure and slopes permit. 

Protect priority 
open habitats.                        

Improve ranger access and 
secure the strategic fence  
for deer management. 

Areas of deep peat to be surveyed 
in order to identify the extent of 
future forest-to-bog restoration 
to improve Claish Moss resilience. 

Good access required for 
this unroaded forest in order 
to extract mature timber. 

Opportunities exist to 
convert to native woodland 
in selected PAWS areas. 

Restructure the even aged 
conifer crop in Achanellan 
Forest as new roads are 
constructed. 

Mature spruce to be felled in 
sequence with consideration to 
adjacent felled areas regenerating 
with native species. 

Remove lodgepole pine affected 
by Dothistroma needle blight as 
well as mature spruce trees to 
improve the resilience of the 
Caledonian pinewood. 

Assess deep peat to identify 
areas for forest-to-bog 
restoration as well as areas 
for carbon storage. 

Explore opportunities, such as 
blocking the old car park and 
relocating the barrier closer to the 
A830, in order to cut down on 
unathorised parking and campfires. Improve operational access 

in southern Drumfern to 
enable priority felling. 

Boundary fences in Callop 
and Drumfern to be secured 
to allow effective deer 
management. 

This map 
puts forward 

potential options 
to be considered for 
Callop and Drumfern, 

Achanellan and 
Loch Shiel 
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• To identify and survey viable operational 

access in Achanellan Forest and southern 

Drumfern with consideration to 

environmental sensitivities. 

• To remove non-native spruce crops from the 

Ardgour pinewoods designation in Drumfern 

Forest. 

• To improve tree health through the planned 

removal of infected lodgepole pines in 

Drumfern Forest and identify the phased 

removal of larch crops. 

• To initiate the restructuring of Achenellan 

Forest and commence PAWS restoration in 

the eastern extent. 

• To assess the afforested deep peats of 

Drumfern and western Achanellan for forest-

to-bog restoration, carbon storage land uses 

and improved resilience of adjacent nationally 

and globally important peatland habitats. 

• To address the threats to operational access 

and native pinewood resilience resulting from 

antisocial behaviour in Callop.   

Draft LMP objectives 

Have your say! 
We are keen to hear your views on our 

objectives, as well as how and why you value  

this place. 

Keep these questions in 
mind: 
• What is your connection to this place? 

• Why is this place important to you? 

• Is there a significant feature or issues we    

should be aware of? 

• Do you have a vision of what this forest and   

landscape should look like in the future? 

Next steps 
We will carry out surveys and collect information 

as well as reviewing all comments received from 

stakeholders before formalising our plans. 

• To improve biodiversity resilience and identify 

programmes of work which protects ancient 

woodland features, including riparian habitat, 

which will improve conditions for the further 

development of Scottish rainforest associated 

lower plants and salmonid spawning habitat. 

• To identify opportunities for productive 

woodland with consideration to the spirit of 

landscape scale native woodland and other 

native habitat restoration. 

• To identify private water supply abstraction 

points and associated catchments that affect 

the LMP area and forest operations. 

• To retain FSC and PEFC sustainable forestry 

certification under the UK Woodland 

Assurance Standard. 

• To improve resilience against the negative 

impact of high deer numbers, enabled through 

effective strategic fencing; taking full control 

of deer management, lowering deer numbers 

to sustainable levels through improved 

resourcing and Ranger access. 




