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Appendix |: Land Management Plan Consultation Record

Consultation so far has been with FLS staff and advisors, representing the various operational teams responsible fanthenangge ment,
monitoring,and maintenance of the sites.

Statutory Consultees witlavesightof the plan when placed on the publicregister, FLS staff involved in the drafting of this plan maintain regular
contact with many Statutory Consultees such as NatureScot and Historic Environment Scotland. However, it will be impdetatitytother
key stakeholders when the draft plan is ready:

RSPB
Neighbourandwidercommunities
CommunityCouncils

Buglife

= =4 -4

Below is a record of consultation during the plan production and approval process.
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Table 42 Land Management Pl&onsultation Record

Consultee

Date

Date response

Issue raised

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

contacted

received

block. "
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/whatve-

do/planning/consultations/hearbf-scotland

Local resident/Local|{23/03/2022 [25/03/2022 Dear Team Thank you for your enquiry.
Community
I have watched the heart of Scotland | believe yoware referring to an area of land that is pg
consultation video adh it refers to the of our Wester Dunsyston forest block.
expansion oEaster Dunsyston Forest to |This part of the forest is just to the south of Dunsyst(
incorporate previously rentéland. Could |road rext to Roughrigg Reservoir. Tlaed is currently
you please let m&now where | would be |open and we are proposing to plant a native
able to find details of what land is to be  [broadleaved wodland. The
incorporated in the current objective for this area of forest is
woodland? amenity/conservation.
LQ@S | G4 OKSR | Fdzii d2NB
identifies the area of proposed planting.
If you have any further queries please do not hesitat
contact me.
KindRegards,
Central Region Planning Team
Forestry and Land Scotland, Central Region, Five
Forest User/Local Heart of Scotland Land Management Plan. |Thank you for your comments.
Community Gb2NIUK [l YFNJ]aKANS /
proposing a new bypass road for diewhichiwS3F NRAyYy 3 GKS W9l ad ! ANRI
28/03/2022 [30/03/2022 is likely to be routed through the Dunsyston|North Lanarkshire Council have notcommenced the

planning application process and in this respect we hay
not been formerly consulted as a potentially affected
landowner. However, we felt itimportantto recogniseij
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Date
contacted

Date response

Issue raised
received
Imp

I am slightly disappointed in the way this ca
to light- | was aware that you were taking teg
cores or something similar on the Dunsysto
site however itappears you were quite
secretive about the reasorlots of notices
were put up indicating thataccess was
NEadNAOGSR SGO0OPSGOX
anyone deem itworthwhile to create a linka
to the NLC EastAirdrie Link Road project.
https ://imww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/regenet
tion-andinvestment/glasgowcity-region-city-
deal/panlanarkshireorbital-transport
corridor/eastairdrielink-road/eastairdrie-link
road-whats-happeningnext

Am i rightin thinking that this is somewhat off
foregone conclusiona muckle road driven
rightthrough the Dunsyston forestry site, or
righton the edge of it?

Do you not think that one of the really
important things aboutthe recreational asps
of forestrysiiSa A a GKIF G (K
running either rightthrough it or right beside
it?

One of the nicethings aboutthe Roughrigg

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

our land management plan thatwe are aresof the
proposed development.

As the bypass proposals are still at an early stage, they
have not influenced our own forest management propo
for Dunsyston.

| have documented your feedback in our consultation
record and will highlight all feedbac&lating to the bypag
when North Lanarkshire Council formally consult us on
project.

If you have any further concerns aboutthe project, | wg
advise contacting North Lanarkshire Council directly.

I hope | have been of some help. If you re@firther
information regarding Heart of Scotland land managen
plan proposals, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Central Region Planning Team
Forestry and Land Scotland, Central Region, Five
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Consultee

Date
contacted

Date response
received

Issue raised

S5dzyaealdzy aAdaS Aa GK
Itis far enough way from nearby roads to be
oasisinthe middle dlorth Lanarkshirewhich
fora large partis a god forsaken
ex/post/industrial concrete jungle.

The Dunsyston site along with SW Roughrig
has been a lovely plac&lLC/SG made a real
really shoddy job of protecting and replacing
trees when they unddook the M8
replacement planhundreds of established
trees were cut down and removedmany for
what appeared to be no reason (other than
builder-types appear to adore a blank canva
There were promises of replacement trees..
none of them will beseen in my or likely my
children's lifetime. [They only liveonin som
memory fragment in a datacenter on google
street view.]

52 LJX SIFasS 4SSttt YS L

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

Forest User/Local
Community

14/04/2022

20/04/2022

I have looked at the proposed (forgone)
planned route of the new roaditappears to
run directly through the centre of the
Dunsyston blockessentially itwill be
destroyed.

Are you bound to pass this land over to NLC
What options are there for objeatg to the
sale/transfer of this land to NLC or do you h

Thank you again for your comments and the interesit
have shown in Dunsyston forest block.

Forestry and Land Scotland intend to prepare comm|
on the proposals as part of the consultation process,
concentrating on how the proposal will affect the
woodland and suggest mitigation measures. If plany
permission is forthcoming for the proposathen NLC
will engage with owners to purchase the land requirg
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Consultee Date Date response Issue raised Forestry & Land Scotland Response
contacted received
no control over the process? or failing that use their powers of Compulsory Purch
to acquire the land.
Many Thanks
I have againrecorded your feedback and will highlig
feedback when we formally respond to NLC.
\Website Consultatiof22/03/2022 1. What aspects of the proposed Land |Thank you for your comments
Feedback Management Plan are you most interested i
Recreation and access We will highlight all feedback relating to the future hosy

and road development when formally consulted by the
2. What do you most like about the plan, arjLocal Planning Authority.
why?
Helping to manage these pockets of gree
space

3. Is there a part of the plan that you woulo
like to see improved, if so how?
Nothing

4. Please add any further comments relatin
to the plan here?
Conerns aboutimpact of future hgstal and
road development and how this impacts

\Website Consultatio|22/03/2022 1. What aspects of the proposed Land |Thank you for yor comments
Feedback Management Plan are you most interested i
Recreation and access 3. Isthere a part ofthe planthat youwould like to see

improved, if sohow?
2. What do you most like about the plan, an
why? FLS Response:
Acknowledges heritage site importance an|FLS will maintain woodland and infrastructure within it
maintenance of a wellised walk. land holding boundaries.
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Consultee

Date
contacted

Date response
received

Issue raised

3. Is there a part of the plan that you would
like to see impraved, if so how?

I would like to see Forestry Commission

maintenance of Western Moffat Site extend

along the North Calder River. The riparig

woodland there should be carefully protects

and managed. Trailsareinaccessibletoth
with prams or disallities or the elderly.

4. Please add any further comments relatin
to the plan here?
Western Moffat North Calder trail wildlife
spotting plaque, map route display includir
linking to Monklands walk, the large felled I¢
make great seats(perhaps enhamoent of this
feature would deter antisocial behaviour
further down the trail). A picnic bench wou
be nice at the flatbank near the firstconta
with the river. Antilittering signage at
entrances and along the walk could be help

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

FLS is happy to work with neighboring land owners wi
there ismutual benefit and gains for the user groups
Regarding land along the North Calder Riverpnly
manage land along a short sectiontué river. This may
not be clear asthere is no threshold slggundary-as it
gets damaged. Also our path is not thesh quite
degraded in areas. When we have more information
regarding the hospital development plans we will be al
G2 LINRPAINI YYS g2N] GKI G
access provision.

4. Please add any further comments relating to the plan
here?

FLS Reponse:

Additional infrastructure is possible where there is
available resources to manage and maintain the furnit
and any additional litter that may occur in the area
We are awaiting the outcoméd the new hospital
developmentas this will influencany development of th
site in future
We regularlymonitor the site for litter and find that shor
term campaigns have greater effect if deployed when|
need arises

\Website Consultatio

Feedback

23/03/2022

1. What aspects of the proposed Land

Thank you for your comments

Management Plan are you most interested i
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Date
contacted

Consultee
received

Date response

Issue raised

Recreation and access

2. What do you most like about the plan, an
why?

Hopefully means a road is not getting buil
through Easter dunsyston and therefore
preserves green space for recreation and

wildlife.

3.Is there a part of the plan that you would
like to see improved, if so how?
More bins available, improved parking/accs

4. Please add any further comments relatin
to the plan here?
Would be good if locals who will be affected
noise of felling wee notified. While forestry
staff have always been friendly and
professional, advance warning to those wh
live atthe boundaries of the increased trafi
and noise, would be appreciated.

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

2. What do you most like about the plarand why?

FLSResponsetS 3+ NRAYy 3 (KS WOl ;
bypass development, North Lanarkshire CoyhtiChawvy
not commenced th@lanning application process and ir|
this respect we have not been formerly catisd as a
potentially affectedandowrer. | believe atthis stage thq
route has not been finalised by NLC. When we former
respondto NLC we will identify positive and negative
impacts of the proposed route and suggest mitigation
measures (potentially an alternative route)elpreduce
anynegative impacts of the development.

3. Isthere a part ofthe planthat youwould like to see
improved, if sohow?

FLS Responsadditional infrastructure is possible whe
there is available resources to manage and maintain t
new installations. Bingquire regular emptying and car
attract additional litter if not maintained. We encouragg
visitors to dispose of their waste responsibly.

4. Pleaseadd anyfurther commentsrelatingto the plan
here?

FLS ResponsBur harvesting teams should be conside
this as part of their planning for the operations. This cg
involve letter drops or contacting local social media or
community councils. Unfortunately this is not always
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Consultee Date Issue raised Forestry & Land Scotland Response

contacted

Date response
received

possible due to short timescales ifimmediate work is
needed

If you are concerned wi any operations within the fore|
and their impacts oneighbourindand, please contactg
office Tel:0300 067 6600

\Website Consultatio
Feedback

25/03/2022

1. What aspects of the proposed Land
Management Plan are you most interested i
Wildlife

2. What do you most like about the plan, an
why?

3. Is there a part of the plan that you woulo
like to see improved, if so how?
Look after wildlife Badgers Foxes Deer Ha
Hawks Squirrels 'etc.

4. Please add any further comments relatin
to the plan here?

Thank you for your comments

Section 7.12 Biodiversity & Environment details our lor
term management proposals for species and habitats \
specific sections on native woodland, water features, o
habitats and various wildlife species.

Within the overall plan area we have identified signific:
areas thatwill be managed as natural reserves (minim
intervention), long term retentions, low impastlviculture
(continuous cover) in addition to protected conservatio|
sites. We also propessignificant areas of open habitat,
particularly peatland habitat. Section 1.5 (page@@age

25) shows woodland changed over the next 20 years.

\Website Consultatio
Feedback

28/03/2022

1. What aspects of the proposed Land
Management Plan are you eh interested in”
Wildlife

2. What do you most like about the plan, an
why?

3. Is there a part of the plan that you woulo
like to see improved, if so how?

Thank you for your comments
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Consultee

Date

contacted received

Date response

Issue raised

4. Please add any further comments relatin
to the plan here?

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

\Website Consultatio
Feedback

31/03/2022

1. What aspects of the proposed Land
Management Plan are you most interested i
Wwildlife

2. What do you most like about the plan, ar
why?
To help wildlife
3. Is there a part of the plan that you would
like to see improved, if so how?
Too much felling for wildlife homes

4. Please add any further comments relatir
to the plan here?

Been too much forests cut down lately...sad
the wildlife and landscape

3. Is there a part of the plan that you wouldKe to see
improved, if so how?

FLS Responséargescale felling is not proposed within
the next 10 years. Inthe longéerm fellinghas been
phased to ensure an element of woodland cover is alw
present in each forest block. The main exception being
forest blocks where we propose testore the peat bog
habitat forconservation purposes. In these instances,
effective restoration of thepeat hydrological unitrequire
that all or most of the trees are removed as one operat|

4. Pkase addany further comments relating to the plan
here?

FLS Respons#Vithin the overall plan area we have
identified significant areas that will be managed as nati
reserves (minimum intervention), long term retentions,
low impact silviculture (continuous conén addition to
protected conservation sites. We also propose significi
areas of open habitat, particularly peatland habitat. Se(
1.5 (page 22, page 25) shows the projected woodland
changeover the next 20 years.

Been Goose Advisor

04/07/2022 |26/07/2022

FLSAdvice request Bean Goose Advisory

LocalBean Goose Advisory Group Response
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Consultee Date Issue raised

contacted

Date response
received

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

Group

Group

LQ@#S 6SSy LI daSR (KSY
organisation by Scottish Forestry and
NatureScot. | work for Forestry and Land
Scotland and, alongside a number of other
forests in North Lanarkshire, vexe renewing
the 10 year management plan for
Arns/Fannyside (Grid Ref:NS 804 746). Our
main objectivein this forestis to remove the
existing conifers and expand the existing op
KFoAldrd oYFAyf & LISI
following maps:

1. Location/©ntext map for the forest.
2. Proposed felling plan.
3. Proposed future species and habitats pla|

The majority of the felling in the proposed pl
is to facilitate subsequent open habitat
restoration work-which we plan to implemen
in the next five years. In order to access thes
areas (to clear the conifers, then restore &
maintain the open habitat) we will require
some forest road accesshown on map 2 (th
Wt £ yySR w2l RaQ f I &9

Would you be ableto advise on any mitigati
measures to redoe disturbanceto the Taiga
Bean Geese during road construction and

| met yesterday to discuss thletails ofthe above
scheme you had presented and provided in younals
below.

Given what is involved, we are obviously supportive
the scheme, as ultimately it will involve the restoratic
of peatland areas to the benefit of local wildlife and {
environmentwhether or not it directly benefits the tai
bean geese.

We would be willing to indicate this to NatureScot, a
well, although we should reiterate that our views are
necessarily those of the overall BGAG group. Howe)
is likely that if we made #arecommendation to the rej
of the group (say at our next meeting on the 20th
October) that we should be supportive of what is
proposed then that stance would be formally adopte|
(and could be conveyed in writing).

We note that (despite the options ofaged clearance
over many phases indicated by the key!) that most

felling is scheduled for Phase 1, between 202327. A
a point of interest, would you envisage that actually
taking place over the course of all five years, or just
or somewhere betwen, or is it not possible to say, as
this might be the contractors' prerogative? This isn't
matter of any real contention; we were just intrigued

know how the works involved would actually be
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Consultee Date Date response Issue raised
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Forestry & Land Scotland Response

restoration operations. NatureScot have
already advised that felling work should be
outwith September to February to negate ar
disturbanceissues. The currentrecorded
feeding fields ex@nd up to the forest southert
and eastern boundaries.

Forestry and Land Scotland, Central Region
Five Sisters House, Five Sisters Business P
West Calder. EH55 8PN.

undertaken.

We also note that additional areas on the slsp
overlooking Cumbernauld are scheduled for felling (i
replanting?) between 2033 and 2037.

In addition, we were interested to know whether fellil
and restoration would involve the removal of tree
stumps and brash from site, or whether these willléf
in situ to decompose in the fullness of time?

Further, we wanted to know whether, once cleared ¢
restored, the site involved will be managed as part g
the overall Fannyside site (i.e., as one unit)?

Moving on to the issue of the management ofifej
(and other potentially disruptive activities in relation {
the wintering taiga bean geese) we are of the opiniol
that winter workwould be possible without any adver,
effects on the geese, providing that it is restricted to
daylight hours only durim the wintering period
(nominally say, 08:0016:00 between 1st October an(
15th February?). As necessary, we could liaise with
yourselves and your contractor to provide tdmmx talks
to explain the importance of this mitigatory timing
constraint (giverthat the workforce might never even
see the bird that is impacting on work hours!). Certali
we would view such felling to be preferable to felling
the breeding season, but that is a whole other issue!
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Forestry & Land Scotland Response

Lastly, it would be good if we could formallyceee
ongoing access arrangements for future monitoring
purposes (e.g., should the restoration create new
preferred roosting or loafing sites) including, as
appropriate, the right to access the site, and sets of |
forestry gate keys.

| trust this all maks sense, but should you require
further clarification/ information, do not hesitate to
contact us.

Forest User/Local
Community

08/07/2022

11/07/2022

Please could | ask for a short
distillation/interpretation of the current F&LS
plans for the Dunsystollock.

I am aware that NLC is planningto run a rog
through the block, something | am not keen
however depending on F&LS plans for the s
may make no difference. If the area is to be
imminently felled then it may make little
differencein attemping to urge NLC to
reconsider thier current plan.

In essence given that we enjoy using the sit
recreation, will thatbe possible/likely in the
FdziidzNBE NX3IF NRt Saa 27
O2yaARSNY GA2Y Cao[/ Q3

Inthe Dunsyston blockewhaveproposed to do some
minor felling work to remove any unsafe trees (or ¥ogua
amenity along paths). We have also proposed some
thinning in the younger conifer stands in the next 5 yeal
this will involve removing trees within the forest matrix
that remaining trees are more widely spaced. This will
reviewed nearer the time of the operation.

We have not proposed any commercial/largescale felli
within the forest for at least 15 years butwe may be
required by law to remove mixed crops with lanofesent
if the larch becomes infected Wi a damaging plant
diseasd’hytophthora ramorumThere is no infection at
the moment but the trees are surveyed by Scottish
Forestry annually.

Hence our current proposals do notinclude any largés
felling for atleast 15 yearghe scale of this felling will be
finalised closer to the time and shown within the

L KI @S NXI Rheaubjezhdutliora
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fre NBFRSNIAG AayQi
your plans will be for this site. | d@want to

take too much of your time but a shortclear
view on what your plans would really be very
appreciated.

Forestry & Land Scotland Response

subsequentland management plan covering the perioc
20322042.

Bean Goose Advisof
Group

26/07/2022

26/07/2022

LocalBean Goose Advisory Group

| metyesterday to discuss thaetails of the
above scheme you had presented and
provided in your emails below.

Given what is involved, we are obviously
supportive of the scheme, as ultimately it
involve the restoration of peatland areast
the benefitof local wildlife and the
environment whether or not it directly
benefits the taiga bean geese.

We would be willing to indicate this to
NatureScot, as well, although we should
reiterate that our views aren't necessarily
those of the overall BGAG group.whyver, it
is likely that if we made the recommendat
to the rest of the group (say at our next
meeting on the 20th October) that we shol
be supportive of whatis proposed then tha
stance would be formally adopted (and co

Many thanks for your response. With regard to your
guestions,

We would propose the felling and extraction of
recoverdle material in one single operation in order
minimise ground damage and site disturbance.
Normally, there is a 12 year lead up to the felling
operation inorder to create access & welfare provisic
survey crops, determine the harvesting/sale method
and conduct any necessary consultation-tdooverablq
materials would be cut to residue and then likely
mulched during the subsequent peat restoration
operation. The smaller felling areasin the west of thi
forest comprise young (necommercial) conifenatural
regeneration that would be cleared as a separate
(smaller) motormanual operation.

In addition to the felling map | have attached the futy
species and habitats mapvhich shows where we
propose to replant native peat fringe woodland on th
mineral soils.

be conveyed in writing).

In terms of peat restoration we will need to assess tf
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condition and quantity of stumps/brash remaining af
We note that (despite the options of stage|the main felling operation. A common method used i
clearance over many phases indicated by(flip the stumps upside down, mulch the brash and
key!) that most felling is scheduled for Phgsmooth out deep plough fuows. We would ideally ain
1, between 2023 2027. As a point of to manage Arns/Fannyside as one hydrological unit
interest, would you envisage that actually [would be guided by NatureScot regarding the areas
taking place over the course of all fiyears, |within the SSSI and SPA.

or just one, or somewhere between, or is
not possible to say, as this might be the |Thank you for highlighting the mitigation measures. |
contractors' prerogative? This isn't a mattdintention would be to avoid felling (andlger works)

of any real contention; we were just intrigywithin the period September to Februagnd

to know how the works involved would  |(inclusive), based on the initial advice provided by
actually be undertaken. NatureScot.

We alsonote that additional areas on the |As part of our work planning process we would

slopes overlooking Cumbernauld are undertake a precommencement meeting where our
scheduled for felling (and replanting?) Environment Team in conjunction with Be&oose
between 2033 and 2037. Action Group guidance would deliver a toolbox talk

highlighting the environmental constraints present ol
In addition, we were interested to know |site. | will pass on your request for access permissic
whether felling and restoration would involjto our Environment and Stewardship Teams.

the removal of tree stumps and bragiom
site, or whether these will be left in situ to
decompose in the fullness of time?

Further, we wanted to know whether, oncs
cleared and restored, the site involved will
managed as part of the overall Fannyside
(i.e., as one unit)?
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Moving on b the issue of the managemen
of felling (and other potentially disruptive
activities in relation to the wintering taiga
bean geese) we are of the opinion that
winter workwould be possible without any
adverse effects on the geese, providing th
it is regricted to daylight hours only during
the wintering period (nominally say, 08:00
16:00 between 1st October and 15th
February?). As necessary, we could liaise
yourselves and your contractor to provide
tool-box talks to explain the importance of
this mitigatory timing constraint (given that
the workforce might never even see the bi
that is impacting on work hours!). Certainl
we would view such felling to be preferabl
to felling in the breeding season, but that i
whole other issue!

Lastly, it vould be good if we could formally
secure ongoing access arrangements for
future monitoring purposes (e.g., should th
restoration create new preferred roosting (¢
loafing sites) including, as appropriate, the
right to access the site, and sets of the
foredry gate keys.

| trust this all makes sense, but should yol
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require further clarification/ information, d
not hesitate to contact us.

NatureScot (Through26/09/2022 LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN CONSULTATI|Thank you for this detailed feedback and advice. As

Scottish Forestr 2022-2032cHEART OF SCOTLAND requested we have noted where future consultation is

Statutory Consultatig FORESTRY AND LAND SCOTLAND required should our current management proposals

Process) Thank you for your consultation dated 5 Augchange. We have now added a section in the manager
2022 regarding the above titled managemenproposals to evidence our consideration and managen
plan. Apologies for the deldp response. for black grouse (Section 7.12)

Background
This plan covers forestry blocks in North

Lanarkshire at Arns/Fannyside, Rawyards,
Wester Moffat,

Dunsyston, Chapelhall, Nether Bracco,
Eastfield, and Southrigg.

Summary

There are natural heritage interests of natio
andinternational importance within or close
the

forestry blocks, butin our view, these will ng
be adversely affected by the proposal.
Appraisal of the impacts of the proposal and
advice

Slamannan Plateau Special Protection Areal
Part of the proposal iwithin and closeto the
Slamannan Plateau, a Special Protection A
(SPA)

protected for its norbreeding Taiga bean
goose interest.
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More information aboutthis site can be foun|
on our website
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9184

¢ KS & A ( Seans that ihd régdizemeNts
of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.)
wS3dzf F GA2ya mdbddon &
wS3Adzf F GA2YyaQo | LILX &
The

Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017. Consequently, Scottish
Forestryis

required to consider the effect of the propos
on the SPA before it can be consented
(commonly

known as Habitats Regulations Appraisal).
NatureScot website has a summary of the
legislative requirements
(https:/iwww.nature.scot/doc/legislative
requiremerts-europeansites).

We understand that there will be a reduction
wooded areas within the Arns/ Fannyside bl
(partof which is within the SPA/SSSI), i.e. a
number of wooded areas will be felled and |
as open

ground. This will be of benefit to theeln
geese by increasing their feeding habitatan
reducing

forest edge habitat that predators use. It will
also improve the underlying peat habitat.
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Our adviceis thatitis unlikely that the propg
will have a significant effect on any qualifyin
interests either directly or indirectly. Thisis
because Forestand Land Scotland have stzg
their

aimis notto do works when the geese are
usually present (SeptembeyFebruary). An
appropriate assessmentis therefore not
required. Should this change, andrks will be
done

during the period when geese are present, t
conclusion will change and an assessment
would

be required before works take place.

We note that we will be consulted on the arg
proposed for the removal of trees and
subsequent

restoration of bog habitats at Arns.
Slamannan Plateau Site of Special Scientifi
Interest

Part of the proposalis within and closeto th
Slamannan Plateau, a Site of Special Scien
Interest (SSSI) protected for its nbneeding
Taiga bean goose interest.

More information about this site can be foun
on our website
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9171

For the reasons setout abovein respect of {
SPA, we also consider thatthe Taiga bean
goose
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interest of the Slamannan Plateau SSSI will
be adversely Hected by the actions inthe La
Management Plan.

West Fannyside Moss Special Area of
Conservation

Part of the proposalis closeto the West
Fannyside Moss, a Special Area of Consery
(SAC)

protected for its blanket bog interest.

More information abait this site can be found
on our website
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8603

¢KS aAaisSQa adl Gddza Y9
of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.)
wS3Adzf F GA2ya mdbddopn &
wS3dzt F GA2yaQo | Lefs,@
The

Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017. Consequently, Scottish
Forestryis

required to consider the effect of the propos
on the SPA before it can be consented
(commonlyknown as Habitats Regulations
Appraisal). The NatureScot weteshas a
summary of the

legislative requirements
(https://www.nature.scot/doc/legislative
requirementseuropeansites).

Forestry & Land Scotland Response
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The Arns/Fannyside Forest Block extends t
the opposite shore of Fannyside Loch from
SAC,

approx. 220m from the protected area.
However, no felling or woodland restructurir
will be

undertaken within approximately 1km of the
SAC under the plan. The areas of the forest
block

closestto the SAC would be retained as ope
ground and continue to be managed in
accordance

with Forest & and Scotland Management Pl
for the Slamannan Plateau Special Protecti
Area

(SPA) / Site of Special Scientific Interest (SS
approved in consultation with NatureScot.
Therefore, in our view, the Land Manageme
Planis unlikely to have a signifitaffect on
any

qualifying interests of the West Fannyside M
SAC, either directly or indirectly. An
appropriate

assessmentis therefore not required.

West Fannyside Moss Site of Special Scien
Interest

Part of the proposalis closeto the West
Fanngide Moss, a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI)
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protected for its blanket bog and ndoreeding
Taiga bean goose interest.

More information aboutthis site can be foun|
on our website
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8178

For the reasons setoathove in respect of the
SAC, we also consider thatthe blanket bog
habitat

of the West Fannyside Moss SSSI will notb
adversely affected by the Land Managemen
Plan.

Our adviceinrespect of the SSSI bean goog
feature is as setout in our advice on the
Slamannan

Plateau SPA. Therefore, the bean geese us
West Fannyside would not be adversely
affected by

the actions in the Land Management Plan.
Should this change, and works will be done
during the

period when geese are present (Septemlger
February), ths conclusion will change and ar
assessmentwould be required before works
take place.
[FRe . SttQa az2aa {Al
Interest

Part of the proposalis withinand closeto th
[ Re& .StfQa az2aax |
Interest

(SSSI) proteed for its raised bog interest.




Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus

Fearann Alba

Consultee Date Date response

contacted

Issue raised

More information aboutthis site can be foun|
on our website
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/889

The Dunsyston Forest Block extends into thg
SSSI, but this section has an open ground b
of at

least 265m betweerthe peat and the proposs
birch planting in the North East of this forest
block. We note that management of the SSS
area in the forest block will followin
accordance

with the NatureScot approved SSSI
Management Plan.

At its nearest pointthe conifer sgructuringis
135mfrom the SSSI boundary (this will be
either Sitka

spruce/ Lodgepole pine or Sitka spruce/ Nok
fir), and approximately 96m from the peat m
connected to the SSSI. The nearestbroadlg
plantingis 230m from the SSSI boundarttf
South East of thélock).

This proposed planting is downwind of the s
but the distance between the forestblock ar
the

SSSI should be large enough to protect Lad
.Sttt Qa az2aad ¢KAA A3
effective

seeding distance of birch is 200rom source
and the majority of the seed rain and succes

Forestry & Land Scotland Response
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germination occurs within about 50m,
assuming thatthe bog surfaceis conducive
seed

germination, and Sitka Spruce normally seg
within 30m.

Therefore we consider thatthe raised bog
habitat2 ¥ [ R& . St f Qa a3
adversely

affected by the Land Management Plan.
We note that there are also proposals to ere
fencing along the edge of Lady Bells Moss {
exclude livestock fromthe designated area 4
we will be consulted on this pposal.

Black Grouse

A strategic conservation plan for black grou
conservation in Southern Scotland has beer
produced
(https:/iwww.gwct.org.uk/media/641731/blac
-grousein-southernScotland.pdf. The
planidentifies core areas for action and the
priority actions within each areas. The
Dunsyston,

Nether Bracco, and South Rigg Forest Bloc
either fall fully or partially withinthe Pentlanc
black

grouse conservation area. There is no menti
of black grouse within the Land Managemen
Plan

so we would advisthatthis species is
considered.
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More information can be found here:
https://lwww.gwct.org.uk/game/research/spe
es/blackgrouse/theimportanceof-
moorlandhabitat
for-blackgrousein-southernscotland/
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Appendix Il: Land Management Plan Brief
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1. KeyBackgroundinformation
2. StrategicDrivers

3. Draft ManagementObjectives
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1. KeyBackgroundnformation

1.1 Introductionto Heartof Scotlandorestblocks

The Heart of Scotland LMP area is comprised of several forest blocks within North Lanarkshire,
which are being combined for the purposes of developing this LMP. The blocks are:

Arns /Fannyside
Dunsyston an@€hapelhall
EastfieldandMuirhead
NetherBracco

Rawyards and Westfoffat
SouthRigg

=2 =4 =4 45 A =

Arns / Fannysidas 268.32ha ha. It comprises a substantial open area, which Fannyside Muir
which has undergone bog restoration. Additionathgre is approximately ~45ha of existing
predominantly conifer forest, some of which is windblown, and it is crossed by a publicroad. Itis
generally surrounded by conifer plantation, agricultural land, with Fannyside Loch and
Palacecrigg Country Parktime southwest. The nearest settlements are Cumbernauld, whichis
~500m to the northwest, Jawcraig, whichis ~3.1km to the east and Slamannan, whichis ~4.1km
to the southeast. There are other dwellings and farms in the surrounding area, including
adjacent to the northern boundary. The south of the block is within the Slamannan Plateau Site
of Special Scientific Interest and Special Protection Area, designated for the Taiga Bean Goose
population.

Dunsystonis 86.18h&includingChapelhall). It comses~55haof forest, whichis
predominantlyconiferin Dunsyston and predominantly broadlaafChapelhallTheremainder

of the landis generally open, with-1haof agricultural land to the south of the Dunsyston block.
Both areasareon the edge okettlementsandare surrounded by anixof urban area, woodland
and agricultural land, togethevith Roughrigg reservoir, to the soutiast of Dunsyston. The
nearestsettlementsare Airdrie, whichextendsto the northern edge of Dunsyston and
Chapelhallwhichextendsto the westernedgeof the Chapelhalarea.Thereare otherdwellings
andfarmslocatedat EasteDunsystonto the immediatesouthof Dunsystonand Craigendsand
Gartness Farms, whitie betweenthe two areas] | R & aviBsEISSisdocatedto the north-
eastof Dunsystorandasmallsectionof the blocksitswithinit.

Eastfieldand Muirhead is 45.38ha. It comprises ~34ha of forest, which is predominantly conifer
plantation, together with areas of birch, ash and oak planting. The remawfdee land
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comprises open space. It is surrounded by agricultural land to the spwith the settlement of
West Benhar on the southern boundaryand due north, with a quarry to the immediate notth
west and the settlement of Eastfi@éto the north-east. The other nearest settlements are
Harthill, ~500m nortkeast, and Shotts ~3km southest, with some farms and other dwellingsin
the surrounding area. There are two historic farmstead sites within the north of the block.

Nether Braccas 162.89ha. It comprises ~121.5ha of predominantly conifer plantations, which
includes a substantial amount of larch planting, currently managed as natural reserve. There isa
substantial open area in the soutiast of the block which has undergone begtoration. It is
surrounded by agricultural land, with a large quarry to the immediate east. The nearest
settlements are Hill end (~1.1km) and Caldercruix (~1.6km) to the +veetst and Kirk of Shotts,
~1.2kmto the south.NetherBraccoFarmislocated onthe northern boundary (through which
currentaccesssavailable)with otherfarmsanddwellingswithin the surroundingarea. Theres

a LocaNatural Reserveiithin the northern part of the blockyith a furtherLocalNature

Reserveo the immediateeast,anda ScheduledMonumentto the southandwest(betweenthe

two sections of thélock).

Rawyardsis 27.74ha (including Wester Moffat). It comprises ~15.4ha of predominantly birch and
mixed broadleaf plantation, with the remaining area open. Both yRaads and Wester Moffat

are to the northeast of the builtup area of Airdrie, with agricultural and industrial land to their
northern and eastern boundaries. As well as being adjacent to Airdrie, the settlement of Plains is
located ~900m east from the Rgards block, with a number of individual dwellings and farmsin
the surrounding area. Both blocks have areas of Local Natural Reserve within them.

South Rigds 77.10halt comprises-61haof predominantlyconiferplantation,with the
remainderof the landgenerallyopenoropenwater. Itissurroundedby agriculturalland,conifer
plantation and windfarndevelopmentwith the M8 runningin closeproximityto its southern
boundary. The nearesettlementsare Armadale~830m to the north-east and Whitbun, ~1km
to the southeast. Southrigg Farsitson the northern boundary of the southern part of the
block,with other farms andndividual dwellingsn the vicinity. Thereis a LocaNature Reserve
within the northern part of theblock.

1.2 Silviculturapotential

Arns / Fannyside has been assessed asproductive and is not included in the assessment of
silvicultural potential for this LMP.

Climate change predictions suggest that the climate will become generally warmer, with drier
summers and wetterwters. The impact will be considered within species selection.
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The silvicultural conditions for the Heart of Scotland blocks and additional areas are described in

the table below:

Table 43 Silvicultural conditions for the Heart of Seaotd blocks

exposed Moist

Chapelhall 130-140m Warm- Moderately 14-15 Generallysurfacevatergley
exposed Moist [FCsoilcode:7]
Dunsyston 150-220m Warm- Moderately 14-17 Generallysurfacevatergley
exposed Moistto [FCsoil code:7]andtypica
Cool- Highly brownearths[FCsoilcode:]
exposed- Moist with somemade earths an
anareaofblanketbog
Eastfield and 220-250m Cool- Moderately 15-18 Generallysurfacevatergley
Muirhead exposedc Wet to [FCsoilcode7]
Cool- Highly
exposed Wet
Nether Bracco 220-270m Cool- Moderately 15-18 Generally typical brown
exposedc Wet to earths [FC soil codg&]and
Cool- Highly blanketbog[FCsoilcodel ]
exposed Wet
Rawyards 180-190m Warm- Moderately 16 Generallysurfacavater gley
exposed; Moistto [FCsoilcode7]
Warmg Highly
exposed Moist
South Rigg 170-180m Warm- Moderately 1516 Generally Trichophorum,
exposed; Moistto CallunakriophorumMolini
Warmg Highly bog [FG oil code:9e], with
exposed Moist typicalgroundwatergley[F
soilcode5]andsomearea
of madesoils typicalsurfac
water gleyandupland
sphagnum bog
Wester Moffat 220-250m Warm- Moderately 14-16 Generally browrsurface

water gleys[FCsoilcodei7b
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1.3 Main Considerations

Larch

i Thereislarch presentwithin the woodlandmixesat DunsystonEastfielcand Muirhead,
NetherBraccoand SouttRigg.

i Dueto the increasedikelihoodof infectionby Phytophthoraamorum(PR)nthisarea,a
strategyfor the managementremovalandrestockingoflarch intheselocationsneedsto
be agreed uporin this plan, particularlyor NetherBraccoand Dunsyston which have
beenidentifiedasdifficult coupes.

i Thiswill tie into various otherconsiderationsincludingensuringaccessmanaginghe
habitatwithin theseblocksandworkingwith standardharvestingoperations.

Bog restoration

i Thereareseveral areasvithin these blocks which haveeen identifiedas having
potentialfor peatland restoration, or where thers opportunity to enhancerevious
restorationworks.Thisincludesat: Arns/ FannysideRawyardsNetherBraccoand South
Rigg.

i Againany projectswouldneedto be consideredntandemwith resolvingaccessssues
and a methodologyor clearingexistingconiferplantation, particularly at Arns /
Fannyside and SouRigg.

Access

1 A number of the blocks where theareaspirationgor operational work have access
issueswith eitherno or low qualityroading.The extentof requiredroadingor forwarder
acceswvill needto be agreedn linewith whatis required forlarch removal, asell as
future aspirationdor timberproductionor peatlandrestoration.

9 North Lanarkshire Couneite considering proposingaew publicroad through the
Dunsystorblock.Thismay provideasolutionfor operationalaccessHoweverjt may not
be deliveredto atimescalewhichwouldsupportlarchremovalworksif theseare agreed
upon.

i1 Timbertransportrequirementswill needto beunderstoodand agreedwith the local
timbertransport group as part of theMPdevelopment.
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Other

i Thereisscopeto continuetimberproductionat anumberof the blocksthe productive
potential of theselocationsshouldnot getlostin resolvinghe aboveissues.

i1 Wildlife managemenis currently workingwell across these blocks, biftthere is
extensiverestockingollowinglarchremoval the protectionof theseplantingswill need
to be considered.

i Therearea numberof neighbourissuesn severablocks further detailedinthe scoping
meetingnotes.

2. Strategidrivers

To succeed in realising the Scottish Forestry Strategy 2029, six Priorities for Action been
identified for implementation:

1.

a N

Ensuringorestsandwoodlandsare sustainablymanaged

Expandinghe areaof forestsandwoodlands recognisingwider land-useobjectives
Improving efficiencyand productivity,and developingmarkets

Increasingthe adaptability andresilienceof forestsandwoodlands

Enhancinghe environmentalbenefitsprovidedby forestsandwoodlands

Engagingmorepeople,communitiesand businessem thecreation,managementand use
of forestsandwoodlands

The Forestryand LandScotlandCorporateP1an20192022 identifiedrelevant ForestStrategy
Wt N FoNJO @6 Mthis,devel opediveCorporatédutcomesn orderto demonstratenow
we will haveregardto the ForestryStrategyin ourwork. TheseCorporatéOutcomesare:

1.
2.

o &~ w

Supportinga sustainablerural economy
Lookingafter { O2 (i tnatignalfdgestsandland
Nationalforestsandland for visitorsand communities
Asupportive,safeandinclusiveorganisation

A high-performanceorganisation

Our CorporateOutcomesandthe associated perationalActionsto deliverthemhaveinformedthe
objectivesfor thisLMP asillustratedin thetablebelow.
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3. Draft ManagemenObjectives

Corporate Outcomes OperationalActionsToDeliverOutcomeRelevant Draft LMP Objectives

Relevant to LMP to LMP

Outcome 1: w Managing the nationdbrestsand land wTocreatea strategyfortheremovaloflarchin

Supportinga in accordance&vith theUKWoodland the mostappropriatevayfor eachblock.

Sustainable Rural Assurance wToensuresustainabl@roductivitythrough

Economy Scheme (UKWAS) to ensure that timber and other consideregpecieselectionandusing
productsproducedby FLS&reguaranteed tdoe silvicultural systemsvhichhavebeenapplied

FLS supports a from a sustainablynanagedesource. appropriatelytorespondto soil conditions,

sustainable rural w Developing our forest planning processes habitattypesand proposedperationalvariables

economy by ensurdongtermsustainabl@roductivityofthe acrosgheblocks

managing the nationalforestsandland,; wThathe protectionof plantedcrops sensured

national forests and w Providingsustainablsupplyftimberto throughgamemanagementthrough

land ina waythat { O 2 { ttimbérRrOcéssingectorand establishmenton to the longerm; and

encourages w Supporthevenisonprocessingectorthrough wToundertakebogrestorationprojectswhere

sustainable business ourdeer management. appropriateprovidingopportunityto generate

growth, development incomethroughthe peatlandcarboncode.

opportunities, jobs

andinvestments.
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Corporate Outcomes OperationalActionsToDeliverOutcomeRelevant Draft LMP Objectives

Relevant to LMP to LMP

Outcome 2: Looking w Managing the nationdbrestsandland wTocontributeto the conservation and

FFGSNI { O2G¢€ | to further the conservatiorand enhancemenbfthed A hiSdvarsityvalue

national forests and enhancemenof biodiversity. throughappropriatedesigne.g.treespecies

land. w Takingspecific conservatioactionfor choice,retainingareas opriority open habitat,
vulnerablepriorityspeciege.gbatspecies, particularlyconsideringheareasof SSSandSPA.

{O020ft I yRQ& lapwing)argeheath speciesvhichwillutilise wToconsider larchestockings pecies for habitat

forests and land are the watercoursendpondwithin thesite). andbiodiversity particularlywherelarchisbeing

lookedafter, w Supportingolicydevelopmenandresearchandact removedfromareasmanagedasNaturalReserve;

biodiversity is asatestbedfornewandinnovative wToprotecthistoricalfeaturesandmaintain

protected and approaches to forestry andhndmanagement; and accesdo theScheduledlonumentandheritage

enhanced andmore w Developin@nassetmanagementpproacto assetsaacrosgheblocksand

environmental the historicenvironmenwithin{ O2 (i forestR Q & wToenhancebog,fen,andmeadowhabitats where

services arerovided andland. appropriateacrosgheblocks.

to people.
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Corporate Outcomes OperationalActionsToDeliverOutcomeRelevant Draft LMP Objectives
Relevant to LMP to LMP
Outcome 3: National w Continuingo remove barrierdo ensure that wTomaintainopportunitiesfor publicaccess
forests and land for peoplefromall backgroundgananddo accesshe within the blocks, ata standard relevant to each.
visitors and full rangeof benefitsof thenationalforestsand wTolookfor opportunitiesto designoutantisocial
communities land. behaviour

w Continuingo engagecommunitiesin decisions wTowork closelywith neighbours teensure thagny
Everyoneanvisit relatingto themanagemenbfthenationalforests concernsareincludedintheLMPprocessndsolutions
andenjoy{ O2 (it I yH andland. canbeprovidedwhichworkfor all
nationalforestsandland w Continuingo supportcommunity involved.
to connectwith nature, empowermentby enablinggcommunities tanake
havefun, benefit their useofthenationalforestsandlandto benefittheir
healthandwellbeing,and communities.
have the opportunity
to engage inour
community decision
making.
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AppendixIll Supportinginformation:
Arns/Fannyside

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Arns/ Fannyside

The trees were first planted in the early 1970s but have grown very little on the deep peat. They
have beenrepeatedly burntand several attemptgéplant with conifers and birch have failed.

On the more fertile areas on the norther edge of the site, trees have been more successful, some
a4 LINHzOS I NBla NBYFAY FTNRY GKS Wrna YR NBFA NE
successfully established.

Birch and willow have colonised in places, Lodgepole pine repeatedly regenerates after fires,
some is burnt again, while others have survived to make larger trees.

2.0 Analysi®ofpreviousplanArns/Fannyside

The previous land management plan for Arns/Famdgsvas approved in 2008, expiring on 31
March 2018. In 2017 an extension to the plan period was approved, extending approval to 30
March 2023.

2.1Aimsof previousplanandachievements

Key Management Objectives of the previous management plan were toaleas of trees from
peatland areas and to enhance the value of the area to wildlife by restoring the blanket bogs
already clear of trees and managing the fringes of woodland to complement this habitat.

The felling and clearance of trees form the bog Ittio the east of the site was not carried out,
largely owing to a lack of suitable access. However a significant area of formerly afforested
peatland to the west of the site was successfully restored to bog habitat through scrub
vegetation removals andrdin blocking and is currently being monitored.
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3.0 Overallintentionsto achievemulti-purposeforestArns/Fannyside

3.1Felling,RegeneratiorandForestStructureEnhancement

The main objective for the Arns site is to restore remaining peatland areas to bog habitat.

It is currently proposed to form management access to give access to remaining productive crops
with a view to harvesting these. In creatiagcess it is anticipated that crops in check and

younger trees regeneration on peatland habitat will be cut to residue, largely to form brash

roads for access.

Any remaining trees will be cut to residue or otherwise treated in accordance with the proposed
Peatland Restoration Plan.

There are limited areas fringing the proposed peatland restoration areas where restocking
opportunities have been identified, with any planting proposed to form associated and diffuse
native wet woodland similar to areas alreategeneration within the site, to compliment the
peatland habitat.

3.2 Productionof Timber

The previous Plan estimated that approximately 2500 tonnes was likely to be produced in the
second Syear period of the plan (20182017). Since these figures were estimated there has
been further incidences of wind damage. Along with limitations toadeess for extraction, it is
anticipated that the outturn from proposed harvesting operations willipated, and the timber
volumes anticipated reduced accordingly.

Following these harvesting and peatland restoration operations, no further timber ptamuis
expected from this site, with remaining woodland and proposed restocking areas being managed
for longterm retention under a Low Impact Silvicultural System (LISS).

3.3 ProtectionandEnhancemenbdf Wildlife Habitats

The main habitat enhancements grosed for the block are the restoration of the peatland
areas.

Areas which have already undergone peatland restoration within the SSSI boundary is monitored
by NatureScot. FLS will work wNlatureScoto manage this area of bog. Areas outwittthe
SS&boundary will continue to be monitored and managed by FLS, with ongoing operations
including control of tree regeneration on the bog surface, and the maintenance of peat dams.
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Areas proposed for future peatland restoration will be treated and manageddéordance with
the peatland restoration plan.

Deer Management will continue on the site. Although there are no crops vulnerable to deer
damage within the forest, proposed fringe planting of native broadleaves following peatland
restoration is proposedn addition adjacent plantations are still at risk, so deer control is vital
and will be integral to the management of these woods.

There is currently a deer management lease covering the forest. This will be kept under review
to ensure adequate deer coral.

4.0 ProposedOperationArns/Fannyside

4.1 Felling

Felling operations will involve the construction on new access points and roading to give access
into the block from Arns Road. Two access points have been identified. Ground conditions limit
the extenttowhich these can be provided with adequate surfacing for timber wagon access,
with only a short distance from the roadside being anticipated as practical.

From the road ends, access for harvesting will require the laying down of brash mats to form
routes,and the use of lowground pressure harvesting equipment and forwarders to access, cut
and extract salvageable timber. The presence of areas of windblow, sections of flooding, and
low-quality timber will further constrain operations.

4.2 Restocking

Restockingperations will be carried out following the implementation of peatland restoration
operations, and will take the form of irregularly spaced, diffuse native woodland planting on
identified sites, with planting sites prepared by hand by screefing. For s@aespecies in the
restocking mixes tree guards will be required to protect against deer.

Areas of mixed woodland fringing the northern edge of the block provides a softening screen to
more commercial plantations and will be retained for this purpo$e Taiga bean geese in

their native Scandinaviaenvironment enhabit open space with forestin the distance and this
landscape could replicate this.
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The species mixes are proposed for the proposed restocking areas are native womikaisd
based on NVC Woodland Types W3 and W4, with the fringes of the restoration areas feathered
to form a mosaic of diffuse native woodland and open ground.

4.3 EnvironmenfPeatlandestoration]

The main operation proposed for Arns in this LMP is fordlearance and restoration of peat
areas to bog habitat. The proposals will be detailed and implemented in accordance with the
Peatland Restoration Plan which forms an appendix to this document (Appendix XI).

4.4 Roading

A new road will be required to accef®e woodland for harvesting. This is shown on Map- 8A
Felling and Thinning.

To the north a short length of road is proposed from the roadside, linking through areas let for
grazing and into the forest block. It is proposed that the road will be suitadsigtructed to cross

the water pipeline wayleave with brash mats being used to access and link between harvestable
areas.

An existing entry pointand track is proposed for need upgrading to give improved access and
egress onto the county road. The tracklivgontinue as far as a major drainage channel which
delineated a change in the soils from gley to deep peat. A large culvertis proposed, and from this
point onwards access for site management operations will be formed using brash mats.

Approval is sougf via this Plan.

4.5 FirePrevention

Fire damages this habitat severely. Measures will be taken to prevent spread from the
surrounding roads.
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The objectives of therevious plan are consistentwith the current plan objectives which have
carried over from the previous management period, and with proposals from the previous plan
to be implemented as were originally envisaged.

Areas of bog restoration carried out indlprevious management period will be monitored and
maintained. Areas proposed for woodland clearance and bog restoration which were proposed,
will be implemented within this LMP period.

6.0 BackgroundnformationArns/Fannyside

6.1Physical sitéactors
Geologysoils and landform

The solid geology at Arns consists of sedimentary rocks mainly of fluvial, palustrine and shallow
marine in origin dating from the Carboniferous period. Superficial deposits are sedimentary
organic accumulations of lacustrine apdlustrine origin, and they comprise accumulated (and
detrital) organic material, forming beds and lenses within lagoons, bogs and swamps, and are
classified as peats.

Soils present on the site are mainly deep peats and classified as Soil Fypesval basin bog
[Juncus effusus Bog] under the Forestry Commission Soil Classification system. These dominate
across the area, with small areas of Surf&¢ater Gleys (Soil Type 7) presenton the northeast

and southeast margins of the forest block

The soils i poorly drained, limiting silvicultural options in terms of species selection and site
management.
Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Arns/Fannyside| F5 Land with limited 5.3 Land capable of use as
flexibility for the growth improved grassland. Pastur
and management of tree deteriorates quickly
crops

The landform overthe Arns Forest block is largely flat with very little topographical variation.
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Water

Although there is no major watercourse within the site, there is an extensive drainage system
Sailof AAKSR RdzZNAYy 3 (GKS ¢22RfIFTYyR SaliloftAakKYSyl
feedinginto collector and boundary draige channels. Peatland restoration works carried out in

the western portion of the site have blocked the main drainage leaving the area to retain water

within the restoration area and raise the site water table to favour peat forming vegetation.

Drainageto the east of the site is also proposed to be blocked to support peatland restoration,
this work being carried out once tree felling and site clearance works have been undertaken.

There area few existing wetland features within the site forming areas feh and wet
woodland, as well as a number of small ponds and lochans. These areas will be leftto develop
naturally and will be safeguarded for site operations.

7.0 TheexistingorestArns/Fannyside

7.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

AgeStructure

Themajority of the siteisopenground.Thewoodlandcoverisaged15-50 with amostof the
woodlandbeingaged30 or less, representedby restocked areafllowingfires,and
regeneration.

The more mature elements aged-8b years represent areas of tleeiginal plantation which
remain on site, and which are felling stage.

im0 |

n/a/OG 202.86 75.60%
1520 18.51 6.90%
2530 25.52 9.51%
4550 21.43 7.99%

Grand Total 268.32 100.00%
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Current Forest Composition

SS 13.96 5.2%
MC 7.41 2.8%
LP 4.66 1.7%
MB/MC 9.9 3.7%
MB 0.5 0.2%
MW/OG 4.87 1.8%
NMB 0.81 0.3%
NMB/OG 6.45 2.4%
OG/MC 16.9 6.3%
oG 202.86 75.6%
268.32
Yield Class

The yield classes representedsite are generally low, due mainly to wet site conditions and
low nutrient status. The yield class ranges froii42
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Proposed Composition

Key changes to the woodland composition include the removal of productive conifer areas, and
non-native broadleaf groups from the area, with proposed restocking to native woodland and an
overall increase in open ground reflecting praads to restore areas of currently afforested
peatland.

7.2Access

There are no formal parking facilities in the forest, but informal access from some of the
surrounding roads has created paths, particularly along the old track at the E end.

These is curretty no suitable access for site management purposes.

Proposals for the block include tree felling and removal which will require the provision of new
and improved site access to facilitate operations. These access points will offerimproved
managemenaccess for other site operations, including peatland restoration operations,
restocking, and ongoing maintenance and monitoring operations.

7.3Deermanagement

Deer management is currently managed under contract. This will be kept under review to
ensure adeqate deer control. Improved access to the site will also assist with Deer control
operations.

7.4Thinningpotential

There is limited potential for thinning at Arns. The main potential lies within areas of pine in the
south-eastern corner of the site. Theaeeas would be improved by selective thinning, possibly
targeting Lodgepole pine for removal. The arising timber is likely to be of little value, but the
remaining crop would benefit from the operation in terms of health and quality.

Thinning operationsauld be undertaken as part of proposed felling and extraction operations
relating to the proposed bog restoration which would help to balance costs.

7.5LIS®otential

Areas of native woodland regeneration, senatural birch, and mixed birch and pine woodthn
all have potential to be managed under a low intervention silvicultural system.
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7.6Currentand potentiaimarkets

Timber sizes and quality is generally low and likely markets for the timber proposed for
harvesting in this management plaeriod is likely to be restricted to pulp and chipwood, with
undersized trees and trees difficult to reach or extract most likely to be chipped on site of used
to form brash mats for access and bog restoration operations

8.0Land Usé&rns/Fannyside

8.1Agricultual land

There isa small paddock letas a grazing lease in a field area located to the west of Arns House.
The lease has 4 years leftto run.

8.2Neighbourindanduse

Most of the neighbouring land to the north is planted with conifers, with some broadleaf
planting located on the fringes. This land has better soils and is much more suited to tree
growth than the Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) owned land. There are woodland links to
the periurban forest owned by Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) around Cumaloéd, and

Palacerigg Country Park to the West. The SWT also have a Reserve, to the SW, which is
gradually being cleared of nemative trees and has some bog restoration included.

The remaining areas of deep peat lie to the South, some have hacegéattion in the past,
but are now undisturbed. Some farmland has beenimproved on other boundaries, but is of
poor quality, usually on the ridges arising from the boggy plateau.

A key issue is Fannyside Road, which is the publicroad to the west wdBsks through the

block. FLS own the road, but it is adopted by the North Lanarkshire Council along with the
roadside verge. There is currently a lack of agreement on roadside responsibility re fly tipping,
which is a recurring issue with cost implicatsoifhe road is floating on top of the peat, and
resurfacing works add to the weightto the road, which could impact on the adjacent peatlands
and give rise to future issues.
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9.0Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationg\rns/Fannyside

9.1Desgnations

The Forest Block overlaps with an area recognised for its habitat interest and importance as a
Bean Geese roost, and which is designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a Special
Protection Area (SPA) and is adjacent to a Special éfr€onservation (SAC), the latter (SAC) not
being within FLS land holdings.

9.2Habitats angpecies

Under the previous plan the woodland areas located along the ratistern edge of the site
were allocated as Natural Reserve. This area is proposedriwabaged as lowntervention
LongTerm Retention woodland. to allow for potential future management operations which
may be required considering proposals such as the new overhead powerline, future and
peatland and wetland management proposals, and the ptigd need for thinning and wayleave
management.

Currently the crop in the nortleast corner of the site is established on deep peat, with most of
the crop being of poor quality. Crop removal and restoration of the peatland habitats is
recommended for ths plan period.

9.3Ripariamabitat

The site lies within a wider area of basis bog habitat with no major watercourses running
through or adjacent to the site. As part of the bog complex on the plateau, most of the water
drains into tributaries of the Bonnyater, which meets the River Carron. Parts of the site will
also feed into the River Avon tributaries. Both rivers run into the Firth of Forth at Grangemouth.

There areseveralarge drainage channels introduced in the past and plough furrows were
formedto prepare the site for tree planting. Whilst some of these features have revegetated and
become blocked by sphagnum regrowth there are still open channels which drain from the site.

9.41nvasivespecies

One of the layby bays serving Fannyside Road is us®d puHover/car park on a regular basis.
At this location flytipping occurs on a regular basis, and one risk is the introduction of invasive
species form deposits. A patch of Japanese knotweed was identified at this location in the past.
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The knotweed was treated but, and the site will require continued monitoring to control
regrowth and avoid a recurrence.

9.5Pests andliseases

There is a considerable proportion of pine presentin the woodland areas and as regeneration.
Dothistroma Reéband Needle Blight (DNB) is a recognised risk in terms of plant health. There is
no record of DNB currently within the site, and future proposals are likely to involve the removal
of pine from the site. Considering this, no action is pragbg monitor or control the presence

of the disease at thistime.

The trees were first planted in the early 1970s but have grown little on the deep peat.

10.0Landscap@rns/Fannyside

10.1Landscapeharacter

Arns is located within National Landscape CharacypeTLCT) LCT 231 Central Plateau
Moorlands. The landscape is characterised-by:

==

Blanket bog, heather and grasmorland.

Receninitiatives,suchasthe SlamannaBogRestoratiorProject, haveestoredareasof
degraded raisedog

Therearea number ofwaterbodiepresent
Extensiveoniferplantationshavebeenestablished

Thereisa generalackof elevationwhichmeanghatthe forestscreatedark horizons
Therehasbeensignificantvindenergydevelopmenbnthe PlateauMoorlands taking
advantage ofheir uplandexposure
Extensiveommerciapeatextractionhasalsobeencarriedout.
Thelandscapenasanexposedandrelativelyremotecharacter

= =4 —a =

= =

Arns Forest lies to the southeast of Cumbernauld on a plateau and its-femithgslopes. Itis
between 140m and 180m asl with gentle slopes. The plateau is a blanket bog with deep peat,
and forms part of a larger area to the South which comprises of a matrix of bogs, lochans and
reservoirs.
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10.2Landscapéesignations

There are no landscape designations present at Arns

10.3Visibility

Despite being close to Cumbernauld, it cannot be seen from the town and is visible only from the
network of minor roads surrounding it and the neighbouring farms and houses.

The retainedringes will soften the edges of adjacent commercial forestry enhancing their
appearance and reducing the impact when they are eventually felled.

11.0 Social factoré&rns/Fannyside

11.1 Recreation

The old track at the E end of the forest provides informal ace¢psesent linking to a forestride
system. There is little evidence of public use along the track which runs a short distance from the
road before reaching wet ground. Management proposals in the early phases of this
management Plan are for harvesting amgtoration works, and itis not proposed to encourage
access into the site at thistime. There may be opportunities in the future for public access, but
this is likely to remain informal and yprovisioned.

11.2 Community

There are a handful of homesteadsated along the Arns Road, but no concentrated population
present within the immediate vicinity of the site.

Palacerigg Country Park is located to the west of the site and is the main local facility providing
for public access and recreation fmymmunities in and around Cumbernauld

The Taiga Bean Goose Action Group is one community group with an active current interestin

the area and consequently with any proposals relating to the Arns Forest block.

12.0 Heritage Arns/Fannyside

There are noecords of historic sites within Arns, but if they are discovered during any site work,
they will be protected in accordance with best practice guidelines.
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13.0 Arns/Fannyside Statutory requirements and key external policies

Part of thesite is located within the Slammanan Plateau SSSI and SPCA areas. These areas will
continue to be managed under the Management Plan for the SSSI area. Proposals for the areas
adjacent to the SSSI/SAC are likely require consultation with Nature Scot wodttde any

potential impacts on the designated areas.

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidancean be found herehttps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarsnd-
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix IV Supporting InformatiorRawyards

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Rawyards

The site covers an area of 20.66 ha.

The Central Scotland Forestis a strategic initiative which aims to improve the environment of the
Central Scotland area. As part of tftegeneration of the Central Scotland area, CSFT acquired
Eastfield, Rawyards and Wester Moffat Woodlands for the purposes of establishing new
woodland areas, and for enhancing management of the existing woodlands.

Previously Rawyards was owned by Boots who operated a large factory on land to the south
of theroad fringing the southern edge of tis&te, with the landhey owned to the north, and
acquired by FL®gingpreviouslyrented out for grazing.

In 2009 the sites were sold to and are now marc@g FLS Central Regidimepath network
wasconstructed in 2010with woodland planting carried out at a later date unddfarest

Design Plan produced in 201Bhe Forest Design Plaoveedthree discrete sites (Rawyards,
Wester Moffat, and Eastfield). These blocks have been separated out for the purposes of this
plan.

The plan covered a 2Pear period and covered the design, planting and establishment phase for
new woodland areas, alongith the management of existing woodland and site features.

Rawyards lies on the norteastern edge of Airdrie, and comprises of former agricultural pasture,
with a recently constructed path network.

The site can be accessed directly from the B8058 BradtRoad, or from Airdriehill Street. The
A73 trunk road lies 100m to the west. The main site entrance is at OS grid reference NS 779663.

Rawyards was an open area of grassland and wetland which occupies land around a former

reservoir. The reservoir was-profiled in 2011 to make it safe and restore the land. The site has
a surfaced looped path route and an area of hatdnding suitable for car parking.
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Proposals for Rawyards are focused on woodland creation and site mainte nancedogeéiin
improved public access provision.

The proposals for new woodland planting were designed to avoid areas of existing biodiversity
interest. The new woodland groups will be composed of broadleaved species with the aim of
habitat creation together wit an element of timber production in the lorigrm.

In addition to the woodland creation proposals previous delivery included improvements to the
car park, and installation of an art feature, rest benches and site interpretation boards. All works
will alo be supported by an annual maintenance programme which will include path
maintenance.

Certain proposals will provide an opportunity for community engagement, and it is hoped that a
variety of local community groups will assist with the implementatiothefplan.

2.0 Analysi®ofpreviousplanRawyards

The previous management Plan for the forest Block Forest Design Plan was produced in 2013
and covering three discrete sites including Rawyards.

2.1Aimsof previousplanandachievements

The previous plan set ouygroposals for the establishment of areas of new community woodland
based on native woodland but including amenity woodland elements to provide visual diversity
and amenity. The woodland planting was designed around a recently established path network
whichcontinues to serve the area.

The woodland planting was successfully carried out over the previous plan period and the
woodland has now fully established forming attractive dense woodland areas which provide a
framework for the recreational area.

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R lolettises

The previous plan objectives were to successfully establish a new recreational woodland area
primarily to serve the local community and site visitors. Current objectives for the site are to
maintain the site, pathsrecreational features, and woodlands in a safe and healthy condition
over the next management period.
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3.0BackgroundnformationRawyards

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils and landform

The underlying geology is sedimentary rocklo¥ial, palustrine and shallownarine in origin
consisting of millstone gritand limestone laid down in the Carboniferous period, with superficial
deposits of glacial tills deposited by ice during the Quaternary period.

Soils present on the site are tygail SurfaceWVater Gleys (Soil Type 7)

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Rawyards F4 Land with moderate flexibility| 4.2 Land capable of producing a
for the growth and narrowrangeof crops primarilyon
management ofree crops grassland.

Water

Rawyards includes areas of wetland and poorly drained ground on its northern edge, though
most of the ground drains to the small burn running from thetland areas in the north of the

block through the centre of the site to a road culvert.

The ground in the north has beenpofiled following the removal of a reservoir feature and an
old agricultural ditch has recently beenfilled in. A small damblegs created at an outflow
point from a previous pond which has now beenfilled in.

4.0 TheexistingorestRawyards

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

Age Structure

n/a/OG 11.46 55.47%
1-10 9.2 44.53%
Grand Total 20.66 100.00%
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Current Forest Composition

Approximately half of the site open ground. The woodland cover is relatively recently established
and is reaching 10 years of age. The site is densely stocked.

Bl 0.64 3.10%
MB/MC 6.04 29.24%
NMB 2.52 12.20%
oG 11.46 55.47%
20.66
Yield Class

The yield classes indicated reflect the mainly native and nixed broadleaf woodland
composition. The yield classes range from 2-10

0/ OG 11.46
2 1.49
4 0.6
6 0.3
8 0.77
10 6.04
Grand Total 20.66
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Proposed Composition
Over the plan period there is little alteration proposed to the existing woodland composition.

Native woodland areas have been more tightly defined tavfth NVC types.
4.2Access

There have been previous discussions about removing the sheds and creating an entrance into
the block, directly from the car park.

Works have been done to increase safety at sheds car park entrance and to the crossing at the
operational entrance, which may remove the needto do this new entrance work.

4.3DeerManagement

There is limited potential for thinning at Arns. The main potential lies within areas of pine in the
southreastern corner of the site. These areas would be improvesdHbgctive thinning, possibly
targeting Lodgepole pine for removal. The arising timber is likely to be of little value, but the
remaining crop would benefit from the operation in terms of health and quality.

Thinning operations could be undertaken as pafrproposed felling and extraction operations
relating to the proposed bog restoration which would help to balance costs.

4.4Thinningpotential

Woodland areas established on site consist of mixed woodland comprising a range of coniferand
broadleaf species hinning and formative pruning has been undertaken of site and provides
opportunities for community engagement. However progress has been slow to date.

Native woodland forms the main planting matrix. Thinning of the woodlands is proposed over
this plan peiod.

The main objective for thinningis to maintain species diversity and amenity within the site,
particularly to maintain the visual amenity of the site for public recreational use.

Thinning is likely to be in the form of smaltale selective thinngoperations, and arisings are
likely to be cut to residue as deadwood habitat or utilised on site.

5.0Land Us®awyards
5.1Agriculturalland

There are no agricultural areas presentwithin the Rawyards site.
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5.2Neighbourindanduse

The former Boots factorgite lies to the south of Burnhead Road and is now developed as
residential housing. To the north and east the land is in agricultural use as grazing.

There is a small area of hastanding at the northwestern tip of the site. This area isused as a
carpark, but alsois the site of several small sheds/ garage units owned by residents.

Responsibility for the car park area is unclear. The car park is used to access the site for both
visitors and for management visits. The land is owned by FLS, and #gegarits/sheds have

been installed without a formal agreement being in place. This informal arrangement should be
formalised.

6.0 Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationd&kawyards

6.1Designations

There are no statutory designated areas present withingte.

The northern part of the site at Rawyards includes a section of the Airdrie hill Reservoir SINC,
with identified habitat interests in the form of wetland habitat, herith meadow, flushes and
marsh areas.

6.2Habitats andpecies

A survey of the opehabitats present at Rawyards was carried out in August 2012. In summary
the report identified neutral grassland covering the majority of the site.

At the northrwestern corner of the site is an area of rush dominated vegetation. This habitat also
occurs ina small area towards the middle of the site.

In the northeast of the site an area of lowland fen was identified with NVC S10b and S27. A small
area of blanket bog is present at the northeast boundary of the site. These areas are identified

as being the rost significant habitats presentin conservation terms.

Common Twayblade and Greater Butterfly orchagsnoted asbeingpresentwithin the grass
swardsfringingthe woodland blocksTheirlocation hasheenrecorded andsite management,
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including maintenance of grass verges which will involve seasonal grass cutting, should take
cognisance of the presence of these species.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

There is a small section of burn which is fed by the outletto the wetland and fen habitats
located along the northern edge of the site. The burn is channelled within a ditch feature which
also collects drainage form ditches fringing the woodland blocks. The feature flows north to
south, leaving the site via a road culvert

The channel is steep sideddhas been supported in places with gabion work and culverted at
path crossing points. There is a narrow area to either side of the channel which is developing
some marginal riparian vegetation.

6.4Invasivespecies

No Invasive species are noted as beingprg on site.

6.5Pests andliseases
There are no plant health issues noted to be affecting the site.

Although planted with primarily native broadleaves, the Rawyards site lacks the presence of Ash
which is normally a key component of the native woodland reig@ted to the site. Clearly the
original planting desigset out in 2013 toolaccount of the threat of CAD which was being
becoming an issue of concern at around the same period.

7.0Landscap®awyards

7.1Landscapeharacter

Rawyards is located within Natiorlandscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 201 Plateau Farmlands.
The landscape is characterised by:

1 Anexposedandscapefferinglittle shelterfromwind.

1 Meanderingstreamsthroughbroadand shallowvalleys Streamdhavelittle visualimpact
on thelandscape

9 Agriculturalanduseisfundamentalto the characterof thislandscapegdominatedby
pastoralfarming

i1 Fielddendto belarge rectilinear,andevenlyspaced
i Therearewideviewsacrosshisopenlandscapebut fewvisualfoci
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Overall the site has a gently undulating topography with a high point on its west side with a
height of 190m a.o.d. and a second high point at 192m a.o.d in the east.

The ground on the nortleastern edge of the site is level and poorly draineghdscaping works
have been undertaken towards the centre of the site tepmfile the former reservoir, leaving
another level area.

The low point of the site is at the soutastern corner with a height of 175m a.o.d.

7.2Landscapeéesignations

There are o landscape designations affecting the site.

7.3Visibility
Views onto the Rawyards site are generally limited to more local vantages. However views
outwards from Rawyards are particularly important, with extensive views southwards over the

Central lowlandsdrm the main site viewpointwhich is an elevated hillock and the location of
the sculptural feature.

8.0Social factorRawyards

8.1 Recreation

The site is managed as an amenity woodland and is open for public access. It isintended to
maintain public accegbroughout the period of the plan.

Rawyards has good quality surfaced paths with a direct link to Airdriehill Street to the west. The
site is used by residents for walking, dog walking and jogging. The gently undulating topography
of the site makes the ks suitable for all abilities.

Rest benches are provided and a generally positively used, but are subject to periodic vandalism
rest benches, picnic benches or site interpretation in place. The path is in good condition though
thereis

one short sectionvhich has suffered from erosion.

There are publicroads on both the northern and southern boundaries of the site though they are
not well suited for walking. There is a Core Path route (178) 140m to the east of the site which
provides a
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potential path link, though this route is not wellsed at the presenttime. To the south of the
site new housing is served by a path network which link to the site.

8.2 Community

There has been a successful history of community involvement taking pl&aaatards with
local schools and groups active in carrying out small maintenance tasks under the guidance of
the FLS Visitor Team and Community Rangers.

The involvement levels vary over time with group interest dropping off. This has been a typical
experience on this and other community woodland sites in the Forest area.

Community engagementis reliant on a sustained level of interest, and with schools in particular
the enthusiasm of teachers plays an important role in identifying opportunities to makefuse

the site for educational purposes. Schools have actively made use of Rawyards in the past, but
currently, due in part to staff changes and in part to the recent Covid situation, there is no active
school involvement with the site.

There is a triangulearea of hard standing located at the western edge of the site. This area is
excluded from and outwith of the site fencing and has been used by local residents to erect
sheds and garages. The local housing association has in recent times removed Soene of t
garages and resurfaced the area.

The areais generally used as a car parking area for visitors to the site and for site maintenance
vehicles.

The site is heavily used by dog walkers and despite the provision of bins for dog waste, foulingis
an issuavhich leads to sensitivities amongst site users. Visitor services continually engage with
dog owners to encourage responsible use of the site.

9.0 Heritage Rawyards

The main heritage feature present at Rawyards is the former curling pond which |aevigd
as a feed pond for the Boots factory (former owners of the site)

10.0 Rawyards Statutory requirements and key external policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of government and
industry standards and guidam@s well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
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and guidance can be found hefgtps://scotland.forestrygov.uk/managing/plansind-
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best €& datiidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix V Supporting Information:Wester Moffat

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat WesterMoffat

The Central Scotland Forestis a strategic initiative which aimggmve the environment of the
Central Scotland area. CSFT acquired Eastfield, Rawyards and Wester Moffat Woodlands for the
purposes of establishing new woodland areas, and for enhancing management of the existing
woodlands.

Initially owned by the Natioriddealth Service, Wester Moffat was obtained by CSFT in the mid
MPPNQEAP YR dzy RSNIGKSANI 26y SNEBKALI (g2 222Rf I yF
with 5.11ha of mixed broadleaves planted in 1995 and 0.5ha of mixed broadleaves established in
1997.

Thesites were subsequently sold to and are now managed by FLS Central Region. The previous
management plan for Wester Moffat was a Forest Design Plan produced in 2013 coveringthree
discrete sites (Rawyards, Wester Moffat, and Eastfield). The plan extenéed @0year period

and covered the design, planting and establishment phase for new woodland areas, along with
the management of existing woodland and site features.

Wester Moffat is located 0.7km southeast of the FLS Rawyards property, on the eadgerofe
Airdrie, in North Lanarkshire. The site is accessed from Towers Road, 200m south of the A89. The
main site entrance is located at OS grid reference NS 784657.

The largely wooded site covers an area of 7.05 ha and comprises of existing wobdiidgnd,
long-established and young, located on the east bank of the North Calder Water.

The tree cover is made up of a small area of mature broadleaved trees mainly on the edges of
the site, together with larger groups of young mixed woodland plantation siteehas an

existing surfaced footpath which links to the North Calder Heritage Trail to provide a route
southward.

2.0 AnalysiofpreviousplanWesterMoffat

2.1 Aimsof previousplanandachievements
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Proposals set out in the 2013 For&ssign plan included woodland management works to deal
with tree safety issues. This work is ongoing with annual inspections undertaken and works
carried out where issues are identified.

Other proposals included thinning of areas of young, mainly natveedland to promote their
growth and developmentin the future. This work was not implemented, and the woodland have
been largely leftto develop naturally.

Proposals also include upgrading of the existing path network and a programme of maintenance.
Thiswork is also ongoing.

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R loljettides

The management objectives form the previous plan have largely remained unchanged. Thinning
operations to reduce competition within the more recently panted broadleaf woodland areas

has still to be carried out and continues be a proposed operation carried forward into this plan
period.

Annual site and tree safety inspections are still being carried out in the identified visitor zones,
and the recreational infrastructure serving tkée continues to be maintained. Some issues
were identified at the time of survey, in terms of path damage and erosion which need to be
addressed.

3.0BackgroundnformationWesterMoffat

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils and landform

The soils at thsite are imperfectly drained nenalcareous gley soils. The ground in the
northwest of the site is poorly drained while the ground to the east has better drainage due to
the slope of the

ground.

The land at Wester Moffat is part of the western side of viadley of the North Calder Water.

The land takes the form of a small area of level ground in the northwest of the site with
moderately sloping ground in the east stretching down to the North Calder Water. The southern
section of the site slopes down stelgdrom its western boundary to a small area of level ground
beside the river.
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Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Wester Moffat F3 Land with goodlexibilityfor | 3.2 Land capable of average
the growthandmanagemenof production, thoughighcrop
tree crops yields can be obtained

4.0 TheexistingorestWesterMoffat

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

Age Structure

Wester Moffatis mixed age woodland with remnants of policy woodland planting forming
parkland areas with younger tree regeneration, mature riparian woodland on stepper bankings
along the North Calder, and younger areas of more recent planting consisting of mixeddaoad|
woodland, which is primarily native in character.

n/a/OG 0.17 2.40%
2530 4.63 65.30%
70-75 1.99 28.07%

120125 0.3 4.23%

Grand Total 7.09 100.00%

Current Forest Composition

MB 4.41 62.20%

MB/OG 2.51 35.40%

oG 0.17 2.40%
7.09
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Yield Class

The yield classes represented on site are generally low, reflecting the amenity and mainly native
woodland composition, diversity of the species mixes, as well as the mixed age chafisas,
significant proportion of mature slowgrowing broadleaf canopy species. The yield class recorded

are 24
0/ OG 0.47
2 5.57
4 1.05
Grand Total 7.09

Proposed Composition

Key changes to the woodland composition reflectpneposed management of the mixed
broadleaf woodland areas towards a more native composition through selective thinning,
targeting nonnative elements presentin the mix, chiefly sycamore and beech. The proposed
alteration in composition reflects the woodids location within the North Calder Water river
valley and its connectivity to a wider ecological network of valley woodlands.

4.2 Access

The site is well provisioned with a formal footpath network leading from the site entrance off
Tower Road and formingseries of short loop paths leading down to the North Calder water and
linking to the North Calder heritage Trail, a letigtance route which eventually leads to the
Summerlee Heritage Centre in Coatbridge.

Whilst recreational access within the site igp management access is restricted by the need
to share with footpath routes, and a restricted access pointwhich limits the size of machinery
which can take access to the site and offers limited spacentoroeuvringzehicles.

4.3DeerManagement

Deer contol is carried out on site under contract. Site checks are required at each visitto ensure
public safety. The woodland areas are well established, and regeneration is occurring below
more open areas of the woodland canopy indicating that current deer teane not of concern.

4.4Thinningpotential

Areas of young broadleaf woodland have been identified for thinning to reduce light competition
and increase light levels within the woodland area. The proposed thinning is unlikely to yield
significant quantitie®f timber and few marketable stems, and given limited access for site
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management operations, it is likely that any arisings from thinning operations will be left on site
and utilised as deadwood habitat.

4. 5LISPotential

Given the highevels of publicuse it is unlikely that the woodlands will be managed under a LISS
system as interventions in terms of public safety and amenity are likely to be required on a
regular basis. Mature woodland areas are composed of relatively open grownenades

giving a parkland feel with younger regeneration and enrichment planting now developing to
form an understorey. Younger broadleaf woodland areas are more recently planting and are
proposed for thinning works and management under an Irregular 8hettod silvicultural

system for the period of the Plan.

The area of mature riparian woodland located on the steep valley slopes of the North Calder
Water has been allocated as a Natural Reserve, with no intervention proposed, and this section
of the woodlnd will be leftto develop naturally.

5.0 Land Use Westdnoffat

5.1Agriculturalland

There are no agricultural areas within the forest block. Land to the East is farmed for livestock,
requiring stock fencing on this edge of the site.

5.2Neighbourindanduse

The site is adjacent to a passenger railway line and Wester Moffat Hospital, a small facility
providing longterm care for elderly patients. To the south is an area of residential housing and
Caldervale High School.

6.0 BiodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationdVesterMoffat

6.1Designations

A small area at the north tip of the site lies within the Moffat Mills/Plains SINC, while the
a2dziKSNYy aSoOoGAzy 2F (GKS aAdsS Flritfta gAGKAY GKS
ground along the banks dfie North Calder Water.
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6.2Habitats andpecies

Wester Moffat is a young broadleaved woodland with stretches of mature mixed broadleaved
trees present on the norttwestern edge and in an avenue feature through the site leading from
Wester Moffat Hospital to the northeast.

A small number of mature trees are also present near the river in the eastern corner of the site
and close to housing on the steep bank by the southern boundary. There is also a small area of
hawthorn scrub presenttoward$fie southern tip of the site.

The mature trees on the site may include habitat suitable for bat roosting though there is no
current information available on this. It is also possible that badgers use the site and that otters
use the riverbank though theris no recent survey data on these species and no signs were
noted during the woodland survey.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

The gley soils at Wester Moffat are poorly drained and the level ground in the northeast of the
site includes five small ponds and swales. fidraainder of the site slopes steeply to the south
east and drains to the North Calder Water.

The riparian corridor is the main riparian habitat present on site, is generally inaccessible for
management and is fringed by mature and semature woodland kng its banks to both sides.

Proposals for the woodlands are to maintain woodland cover in the-teng, and to manage
these areas under a Low Intervention Silvicultural System (LISS).

6.4Invasivespecies

There is some Rhododendron present at the mairramte to the site, adjacent to the car park.
This group appears to consist of horticultural cultivars and is not the Rhododendron ponticum
invasive type. It is proposed that this group is managed to maintain its current extentand to
check for reversion toootstock.

No invasive species were noted on site, but there are small groups ehative Pheasant berry
appearing along path edges at various points through the site. This speciesis not currently a

notifiable invasive species but can spread rapitilptigh woodland areas.

Japanese knotweed is present just outside of the FLS owned area adjacent to the river banks.
This will be monitored.

67 | Heart of Scotland Land Managemetan| G Walker|2022-2032



Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus
Fearann Alba

6.5Pests andliseases

A significant proportion of the woodland across all of the age classes represented consist of Ash.
Chalara Ash Dieback is an issue in terms of plant health on this site and is noted as presenton
site. The extentand impact of the disease on ash treesiwttie site will require close

monitoring given the high levels of publise. The site will be monitored in accordance with the
Ash Dieback: Action Plan Toolkit for Scotland (J20f1), and site managementwill be
implemented in accordance with tHeLS Wsitor Zones Policy.

7.0 Landscapé#&VesterMoffat

7.1Landscapeharacter

Wester Moffat is located within National Landscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 201 Plateau
Farmlands. The landscape is characterised by:

1 Anexposedandscapefferinglittle shelterfromwind.

1 Meanderingstreamsthroughbroadand shallowvalleys Streamdavelittle visualimpact
on thelandscape

1 Fieldgendto belarge rectilinear,andevenlyspaced

Wester Moffat is atypical of the general landscape type in that it has a limitedvatiedefined
extent occupying a relatively sheltered location fringing the North Calder Water and has
historically formed an area of policy woodland planting associated with the Wester Moffat
hospital site.

The woodland fringes and is also associated withrger body of riparian woodland along the
North Calder, a large proportion of which is classified as ancient-satnral woodland.

The site has a high point of 160m a.o.d. in the northwest with a low point of 135m a.o.d. in the
southeast beside thaver. The ground upstream and downstream of the site continues as part
of the rivervalley.

7.2Landscapeéesignations
There are no landscape designations affecting the site.
7.3Visibility

The site is only locally visible, Itis located above a railway cudtirtge Airdrie to Bathgate

railway line, with limited views available. The norther frontage of the site is visible from the A89,
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and the southern edge of the site forms part of a more extensive corridor of woodland along the
north CaldeMWater.

The woodland provides a backdrop for recently developed housing to the west, and for
Caldervale High School.

8.0Social factors Westdoffat

8.1 Recreation

The site is well provisioned with a path network providing a short loop path through the area
andlinking with the North Calder Heritage Trail which is a tdigjance route.

Path routes are generally in good condition, but short sections of more steeply sloping ground
are subject to path erosion and repairs are periodically required to maintaipaities in a safe
and useable condition.

8.2 Community

Local Usage of the site by a Nursery Group from Rawyards Primary school stopped as a result of
staff changes at the school.

Uptake of opportunities for outdoor learning with schools is dependent ornviliBngness of
staff to get involved until it becomes an established part of the school routine

Currently there is little community engagement with no local groups currently identified as

having an interestin the site. It is hoped however, giventhee f 2 OF A2y S (G KSNB ¢
opportunities for renewed community participation, and it is hoped that local people will

become involved in simple management tasks to promote a sense of stewardship for the site.

The neighbouring land to the south ofdiNorth Calder is proposed as the site of a large new
hospital, which would resultin an increase in usage in the future, an provide opportunities for
increase public awareness and community engagement.

9.0 Heritage Wester Moffat

There are a number of hgage features recorded within the site. These include a small pond
feature and a carved stone gate post. These features link back to the former estate and the
historic use of the site as an area of policy woodland.
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10.0 Wester Moffat Sttutory requirements and key external policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can befind herehttps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarend
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix VI Supporting Information: Dunsyston

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Dunsyston
The area of the Forest Block is 82.70 ha

The previous Forest design plan covered three woodlands; Easter Dunsyston, Chapelhall and
Wester Dunsyston (also referred to as Gimmerscrdtte blocks lie to the N of the M8 and to

the east of Airdrie and are geographically separated, but are linked by the Clattering Burn and
Shotts Burn watercourses which run through and adjacent to the sites

The Southern block, known as Wester Dunsystonplasted by Forestry Commission Scotland
(FCS) under a Woodland Grant Scheme in thel@8f)s. This block was subsequently sold on to
a private forestry investor.

The other two woods were bought from Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT) in 2005 after they
had been established with grant funding.

Dunsyston is positioned on a low ridge at an altitude of 270m with gentle slopes leading down to
nearby settlements towns and the M8 road corridor.

Rainfall and wind exposure levels are high, but soils arewiith,many being wetddrained,
offering some flexibility in terms of silvicultural options.

The trees were planted in the ten years from 12804 but consist of small blocks separated by
wide rides and a matrix of wayleaves for underground and overheadicss. They include

several areas of pure broadleaf planting, with particular use of Ash. There are alsoatmal
broadleaf woodlands, which link to similar networks outside FCS ownership, and some remnants
2F YIFOddz2NBE {020Qa LAYSk2lF] aKStGdSNpStaaod

Smadl areas of old mining spoil are now vegetated, including some tree regeneration.
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2.0 Analysi®ofpreviousplanDunsyston

2.1Aimsof previousplanandachievements

The objectives setout in the Forest Design Plan for Dunsyston were as follows:

i Toenhancehe valueofthe areato wildlife bydevelopingaForestHabitatNetwork
(FHN) based on the watercourserridors.

i Toimprove the recreation value of thimrest and preserve features of archaeological
interest.

1 Tomaintainasupplyof timberfor the Scottishwood-usingindustry.

To protectwaterqualityandthe physicaintegrity of streams.

i Toimprovethe externalandinternalviewsof theforest.

==

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R loljettides

The above management objectives at Dunsystmain broadly the same. Additional to these
FNBE GKS AYLX SYSyGlrdAzy 2F C[{Q&a [ NOK { 0N} GS3c¢
mainly through thinning operations.

Areas of productive conifer woodland are reaching the end of their rotghemod and are
proposed for felling and restocking in phases over the period of this plan.

To facilitate harvesting operations new forest roads are proposed to provide management
access to the areas proposed for felling and to improve access to the Ravegpdrt network for
extraction of timber to market.

Protection of the SSSI area in the northeast corner of the site from uncontrolled stock grazing
forms part of the proposals under this plan.

This plan also proposed the planting of a small field acea®ntly let for grazing.

3.0BackgroundnformationDunsyston

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils and landform

Dunsyston sits on sedimentary rock formations from the Carboniferous period. These
sedimentary rocks are fluvial, palustrine and shalHmarine n origin. They are detrital, forming
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deposits reflecting the channels, floodplains and deltas of a riverin a coastal setting (with
periodic inundation from the sea).

Along the eastern edge of the site the bedrock is igneous deriving &#anagmatic intrusion also
dating back to the Carboniferous period.

The bedrock is overlain by deposits of peat and glacial till.
Soils at Dunsyston consist of surface water gleys (FC soil code: 7) and typical brown earths (FC
soil code:1) making up theestern portions of the site, with some made earths peaty gleys and

an area of blanket bog presentto the east.

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

o

Dunsyston F4 Land with moderate flexibility| 4.2 Land capable of producing a
(west) | forthe growth and narrowrangeof crops primarilyon
management of tree crops grassland.
F5 Land with limitedlexibility for
(east) | thegrowthandmanagemenof
tree crops

The landform in generally flat or slightly domed, with little variation in topography.

Water

The Clattering Burn is the main water feature present. It arises from the overflow outlet of
Roughrigg Reservoir and flows through the sea#sterncorner of the site. It is associated with

an area of mature broadleaf woodland which occupies the slopes of the burns channel forming
an attractive riparian area.

There are no other water features present within the site, but a number of drains and ditche
cross the site and are associated with fringes of marshy grassland habitat.
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4.0 TheexistingorestDunsyston

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

Age Structure

n/a/OG 20.56 24.86%
1520 2.42 2.93%
20-25 17.45 21.10%
2530 39.92 48.27%

121-125 2.35 2.84%

Grand Total 82.7 100.00%

The majority of the site is open ground. The woodland cover is ag& 2hd represented by
sizeable blocks of productive conifers. These areas are anticipated to reachoth&éon end in
the second and third phases of this LMP where they are scheduled for felling. More mature
woodland elements will be managed for lotgym retention.

Current Forest Composition

SS 24.09 29.1%
SS/L 11.82 14.3%
MC 5.76 7.0%
MB/MC 1.52 1.8%
MB 4.47 5.4%
AH/MB 2.36 2.9%
MB/OG 1.41 1.7%
NMB 4.26 5.2%
NMB/OG 6.45 7.8%
0G 20.56 24.9%
82.7
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Yield Class

The yield classes represented on site ranges fratfi,Avith the productive conifer blocks
representing the higheryield classes and the majority of the site. The site is exposed but has
reasonable soils and the yield classes recorded for the conifer crops seem low when compared
to those recorded on sites such as Nether Bracco and Southriggewite conditions appear
outwardly to be less favourable.

0/ OG 20.56
2 12.26
4 6.27
6 0.53
8 1.86
10 1
12 7.55
14 8.62
16 24.05
Grand Total 82.7

Proposed Composition

There is little alteration proposed to the speciasnposition over the plan period. Larch will be
removed from the woodland and management of mixed broadleaf areas will involve selective
thinning targeting nomative species along with diseased ash. A slight reduction of open ground
is anticipated as a malt of a small area of proposed new planting.

4.2 Access

Roads will be required during the terear life of this Plan to access the woodland for thinning.
These are shown on the Felling Map. Most of the routes follow existing rides.

Approval is sought via ghprevious Forest Design Plan and approved. This plan seeks
continuance of this approval.

4.3DeerManagement

Deer management at Dunsyston is carried out under contract. There are high levels of public
access and careful site checks are carried out at edelvisitto ensure that no members of the
public are placed at risk.
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4.4Thinningpotential

Thinning was seento be an option in most of the forest area in the previous Forest plan., despite
some difficulties with access across wayleavdss was to include the broadleaves in some

places. In the secondyear period, 2013 2017, approx. 1200 tonnes were anticipated from a

first thinning operation.

Due to issues relating to access and resourcing no thinning was carried out in the tast pla
period.

The main conifer blocks at Dunsyston have continued to grow well and are considered to have
now missed the window of opportunity for thinning. The height and form of the main Sitka
stands is such that thinning is now likely to be problematterms of maintaining a stable crop.

Limited thinning works are proposed in the firsyar management Phase of this plan. These

will be confined to the stands of mixed conifer which comprise of Sitka spruce and Hybrid larch.
The larch is presentin relaely small proportions and are concentrated on the margins of the
stand, and it proposed to thin these to remove the larch component mainly for forest hygiene
purposes.

This thinning may be supplemented by a light thinning of the stands but due todtential risk
of windthrow, timber output is likely to be limited. As a result the economic viability of road
construction will need to be looked at.

However the establishment of a new access road to accommodate this proposed thinning
operation will alsaerve future felling operations proposed in Phases 2 and 3 thus supporting
the case for forest roading at this stage.

4 5LISPotential

Opportunities for LISS management and the allocation of areas of Natural Reserve are limited at
Dunsyston due to the nate of the majority of the forest crop which comprised mainly of even
aged conifer areas established for the purposes of timber production.

There are however a number of areas where low impact silvicultural management would be
appropriate and would enhate the nature conservation values of the site

One key opportunity is the valley of the Clattering Burn, where a mixed age broadleaf woodland
is presentand has been linked to an extended area of recent native woodland planting. The
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riparian woodland is located on a relatively steep banking with limited access and would be an
appropriate natural reserve area.

The previous management plan identified potential links to the Clyde Valley woodland network,
which includes Ancient SeraturalWoodlands and many sites of high conservation status. The
wooded riparian corridor along the Clattering Burn is one such link.

The adjoining area of more recent planting is established on relatively shallow slopes above the
burn and is associated with edilished surfaced path routes. The planting also consists of a
relatively high proportion of ash which is affected by CAD. This area is likely to require
monitoring and occasional management intervention to maintain public safety and forest
hygiene and ithus unlikely to be a suitable candidate for Natural Reserve woodland. However
the site would still be appropriate as a site for management under aitopact silviculture

system.

Another area of recently planted native broadleaves forms a fringe on o rwestern of the
site nextto Moffat Mills. This area comprises mainly of alder, willow, ash, oak and birch in
mixture and could be managed appropriates under a,L&&Bmay be an appropriate candidate
for NaturalReserve woodlandh the future.

Thereare areas of Mature Scots pine (SP) and Oak in mixture, with other broadleaf trees present
as regeneration of enrichment planting forming a developing understorey. These areas would
also have potential for management under a LISS but may require somayerapat

intervention over time to maintain tree safety in relation to roads and track, public access, and
site boundaries.

4.6Currentand potentialmarkets

The conifer areas at Dunsyston are generally growing well and are likely to produce marketable
timber in the form of pulpwood and chipwood, with some of the larger trees being potentially
marketed as sawlogs.

The viability of proposed future timber extraction will be dependent on the provision of suitable
access and the scale of the operations.

4.7RestockingNewPlantingand EnrichmentPlanting

Areas of coniferous woodland are proposed for fellingin phases 2 and 3 of this plan. These areas
are proposed to continue as productive forest areas and will be restocked with conifers, mainly
Sitka sprucdut with the introduction of a mixed conifer element along the main visual edges for
diversity and amenity purposes.
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One small area of larch has been cleared as part of the P. ramorum control measures. It is
proposed to restock this aeein Phase 1 following they®ar fallow period after the felling
carried out in 2019.

There is limited scope at Dunsyston for areas of new planting with open areas within the block
containing priority open habitat and cultural interest, service wayleasaed access routes.

One potential opportunity for future new planting lies in the field located to the south of the

main block. This will be planted as a native woodland.

Groups of native broadleaf trees and shrubs have been planted on the fringes cérifer

blocks and most have successfully established A high proportion of ash was used in most of the
mixes and there is an issue with Chalara Ash Dieback on site which is impacting these groups of
trees.

There is scope for enrichment plantingreplace groups of failed ash, underplanting of areas of
more mature and open woodland, and for additional planting along wayleaves. The protection
of such planting from deer browsingis likely to be an issue and tree shelters and deer control
would be requred.

5.0 Land Us®unsyston

5.1Agriculturalland
There is a small field in FLS ownership to the south of Dunsyston Road which is currently let for

grazing.

There are no other areas in agricultural use within the site, but the forestblock is largely located
in an agricultural landscape and encroachment into the site by adjacent stock is sometimes and
issue, particularly in relation to the management of the SSSI area in the-eastof the site.

5.2Neighbourindanduse

Dunsyston is surrounded largely imgproved agricultural grazing land.

Moffat Mills and its wooded grounds lies to the N of the area, and unimproved bog is presentto
the NE.
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6.0 Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationunsyston

6.1Designations

Inthe NE corner of Dunsyst@[ { 28y SNEKALI 2@3SNI LA gAGK | ayl
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), This is designated for its bog habitat, lying on a domed
plateau at 270m, above Roughrigg Reservoir.

Dunsyston Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LBAP Habitag Lowland Raised Bag 1 Protectboghabitatbynotplantng

LowlandRaisedan [  Ré . Sff Qa a2a: nearbogareaandcheckingsSSbr
damageonannualbasis.

Intermediate !30g Craigends Moss SINC 86/4 1 ManageSSSaspermanagemenplan

UK BAP Habitat agreed wittSNH.

Lowland Raised Bg 1 Maintainspeciesecordsandhabitat
data.

LBAP Habitag Ancientseminatural 1 Protect woodlands from grazing by

regularinspection@ndmaintenance

BroadleavedMixed | woodlandg of marchfences

and YewWoodland | Other native woodland 1 Protectwoodlandsbynot

UKBARG Clattering Burn SNW, underplantingwith conifers or non
Wet Woodland, Other SNW other planted areas. natives.

UplandBirchwood, 1 Enhancevoodlands byallowing

naturalregeneratiorto takeplace.

1 Enhancevoodlandsbyremovalof
non-native ground flora and tree
specievertime.

! Maintainspeciesecordsandhabitat
data.

LBAP Habitag Clattering Burn 1 Keeprecordsofsightings

RiversandStreams I Take opportunitieso create

enhancedabitatwherepossible

UplandOakwood

wUKBAPBroad 1 Protectknownlizardhotspotsfrom

Habitatq Rivers and damage

Streams

LBAP Species Bluebellsg 1 AVOiddiSturbanceiqring
Clattering Burn SNW managemenbperations

79 | Heart of Scotland Land Managemetan| G Walker|2022-2032



Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus
Fearann Alba

6.2Habitats andpecies

[ FRe . StfQa az2aa {{{L KlgalthduighicBesdissues willheditb FedzNI K S NJ N.
resolved for this.

Northern corner requires some additional work to supplement previousrbstpration project, including
stock fencing; sheep ingress is an issue here.

Anecdotal evidence is that lapwing numbers are up.
Potential for broadleaf planting adjacent to the local nature conservation site.

The range of wildlife habitats is widdye to the mixture of conifer and broadleaf woodland,
hedgerows, open space and semaitural vegetation. The aim will be to maintain this structure.

The site of the former Dunsiston Colliery is located within the main Dunsyston Forest block, and is
eviderced, amongst other features, by an area former mining spoil and an embankment. These areas
have developed into semmatural habitats and add to the diversity of ground flora. The colliery is a
recorded historic feature and will be protected from forest opgons.

6.3Ripariamabitat

The main riparian habitat present at Dunsyston is the Clattering Burn which is an outlet burn
from Roughrigg Reservoir and runs through the southeast corner of the Forest block

The broadleaf woodland along the burn corridor fAmcient SemiNatural origin with very high
conservation value.

This will be encouraged to spread further by seeding and vegetative means. Blackthorn is already
spreading vigorously in places, willow and birch regenerate easily on disturbed ground.

6.4lnvasivespecies

There have been no recentrecords indicating the presence ofnative invasive species on
site.

6.5Pests andliseases

Chalara Asbieback(CAD)s presentwithin the block wgsicked up in the last tree safety
inspection, a lot of this iadjacent to recreation paths through the blodihe presence c€AD

will be monitored in accordance with thgéhalara Ash Dieback: Action Plan Toolkit for Scotland
(June2021),with site managemenbeingimplemented in accordance with the FLS Visitor Zones
Policy.
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7.0Landscap®unsyston

7.1Landscapeharacter

Dunsyston is located within National Landscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 201 Plateau Farmlands.
The landscape is characterised by:

1 Anexposedandscapefferinglittle sheltefromwind.

1 Meanderingstreamsthroughbroadand shallowvalleys Streamdhavelittle visualimpact
on thelandscape

9 Agriculturalanduseisfundamentalto the characterof thislandscapegdominatedby
pastoralfarming

i1 Fielddendto belarge rectilinear,andevenlyspaced

i Largeareas of forestry occun severakreas

i Therearewideviewsacrosghisopenlandscapebut fewvisualfoci

7.2Landscapeéesignations
There are no landscape designations affecting the site.
7.3Visibility

Most of the woods can be seen froanshort distance, but since they form part of a matrix of
trees, hedges and fields, they are not highly prominentin the landscape.

The original forest design aimed to soften the darker coloured evergreen through the planting of
edgegroupsof larcham@ N2 | Rt S| gSad [ F NOK St SYSyida I NB LX I
larch Strategy.

The potential to improve appearance of the forest blocks, both close to and at a distance,
through thinning of the woodlands was identified in the previous plan. Howewertd access
restrictions, and resourcing issues, this thinning was not implemented, and the conifer stands in
particular are now considered as having missed the thinning window.

8.0 Social factor®unsyston

8.1 Recreation

There has been an increase in visitanmbers recorded recently, reflecting in part
improvements made to site entrances, but may also be related to the Covid outbreak and an
increase public desire to access the countryside.
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Thereisa smalkarpark and several surfaced tteg at the main southern entrance to
Dunsyston, constructed by CSFT. Theeamany informal routes, alongdesandwayleavesand
through the broadleahreas.

Current recreational provision is viewed as being sufficientto meet the existing levdsgaaind
and no new features are proposed over the plan period.

8.2 Community

Fly-tippingis a regular occurrence at Dunsyston and along many sections of the minor road
system serving the area. Control of this is an issue. At Dunsyston, a vehicle gate has been
installed across the Roughrigg Road, partially to control vehicle access and control the problem.

9.0 Heritage Dunsyston

There are a number of heritage features recorded within the site. These include a small pond
feature and a carved stone gate posteBe features link back to the former estate and the
historic use of the site as an area of policy woodland.

10.0 Dunsyston Statutory requirements and key external policies
¢KS 0623 G [FR& .StftQa az248a KIFa oS SeCondBidhSy (it &
and does not appear to be under threat at present.

FLS will continue to eoperate with neighbours to maintain the favourable status of this SSSI.
The adjacent open ground area nearby seems to be regenerating as heathland, which will add to
the value of this area.

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can be found hetgtps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarsnd-
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix VII Supporting Information: Chapelhall

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Chapelhall
The site extendsto 5.10 ha

Chapelhall is one of two woods bought from Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT)
in 2005 afterthey had been established with grant funding, with Dunsyston being the other
woodland

Chapelhall is a relatively small woodland block established on the eastern edge of the A73 road
corridor and adjacent to the settlement of Chapelhall

The trees were plantedin the ten years from 12804 and consists of blocks separated by
widerides and wayleaves for overhead services.

The planting at Chapelhall consists of pure broadleaf planting, and were established to fulfil
amenity and recreational functions, and mainly to provide a community woodland facility for
local residents and vitgrs.

The woodland composition incudes a relatively high proportion of ash, with most trees now
adversely affected by CAD disease.

The recently planted areas link to and compliment areas of existing-sataral broadleaf
woodlands which are located the valley of the Shotts Burn on the eastern boundary of the
site.

2.0 Analysi®ofpreviousplanChapelhall

The previous Forest Design Plan was produced in 2013 and covered two large blocks of Easter
and Wester Dunsyston as well as Chapelhall. In this piapioposed that Chapelhall is treated

as a separate Forest Block for the purposes of ongoing management given that its composition,
scale, location and future use sufficiently differ from the remaining larger forest block at
Dunsyston.
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2.1Aimsof previousplanandachievements

The previous plan set out general proposals regarding the management of broadleaf areas
within the forest block, with few specific objectives set out for these areas. Relevant objectives
pertained to maintaining thevoodland areas and public access to the site

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R loljettides

The management objectives remain largely the same. Public access to the site remains
problematic given the lack of linkage to the main areas of residembiasing in Chapelhall, and
the difficulties in crossing the A73 road corridor to access the site.

Public use of the site has in recentyears tended to besmtial in character.

The woodland areas have established well and have closed canopy to et gt thinningis
desirable to increase light levels, reduce competition and favour slower growing species present
in the woodland mix.

There is a significant proportion of ash included in the planting mix, affected by CAD. Targeted
thinning to removeaffected trees could be carried out as part of the proposed thinning
operations.

3.0BackgroundnformationChapelhall

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils, and landform

The Chapelhall forest block sits on sedimentary rock formations from the Carbonifexdos.
These sedimentary rocks are fluvial, palustrine and shaltfewine in origin. These are overlain
by further sedimentary deposits of glacial in origin. Laid down during the Quaternary period.
Soils consist Generally of surface water gleys (FCoslzl @)

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Chapelhall F4 Land with moderate flexibility| 4.2 Land capablef producing a
for the growth and narrowrangeof crops primatrilyon
management of tree crops grassland.
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The landform of the site is generally flat with a gentle slope from the northwest to the east
where the site boundary is formed by the valley of the Shotts Burn.

Water

TheShotts Burn forms a boundary with the noréastern edge of the site. This burn forms part
of the North Calder Water catchment which in turn forms part of the Clyde River Catchment.

Ground water drains form the Chapelhall site into the Shotts burn, watinajor drainage
channels present to assist site drainage.

Climate

Rainfall and wind exposure levels in the area are relatively high.

4.0 TheexistingorestChapelhall

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

Age Structure

n/a/OG 1.31 25.69%
2530 3.54 69.41%
4045 0.25 4.90%

Grand Total 5.1 100.00%

The majorityof the site consists oévenagedbroadleafwoodland aged-25 years
representedbyrestocked areafollowing firesand regeneration.Openground makesip
25%o0f the siteandincludesa wideelectricservicewayleaveor an overheadransmission
line.Asmall portion of the siteiscomposed otlightlyolder woodlandassociated wittihe

valley of the Shotts burn.
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Current Forest Composition

MB 3.12 61.2%
NMB 0.38 7.5%
NMB/OG 0.29 57%
OG 1.31 25.7%
5.10
Yield Class

The yield classes are generally low reflecting the predominant native woodland composition of
the site. The recorded yield classes range frem 2

| Chapehar |

Yield Class Area (Ha)
0/ OG 1.31
2 0.67
4 3.12
Grand Total 5.1

Proposed Composition
Little change to the woodland composition is envisaged over the period of this plan. Native
woodland areas are more tightly defined in accordance with MX6Gdland types.

4.2 Access

Chapelhall is located on the east edge of the busy A73 road corridor. The road separates the site
from nearby residential areas to the west. Management access is also limited as a result.

Within the forest rides are present arateate a network through the woodland but no surfaced
paths are present or proposed.

Neighbouring equestrian interest have resulted in damage to boundary fences and horses

accessing the area.

4.3DeerManagement

Deer managementis carried out on the siteder contract. The trees are at low risk currently
from deer damage, although some fraying of stems was noted during the site survey for this

plan.
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4.4Thinningpotential

There have been some minor management operations undertaken on site by forest tramnees
the form of formative pruning of some of the broadleaf areas.

The broadleaf planting has established well and there is potential to carry out thinning of these
areas within the period of this plan. Thinning is likely to be selective to favour slawrgyo
species within the woodland mix and is likely to be a cut to residue operation due to the lack of
management access and marketable woodland produce resulting from the operations.

4 5L1SPotential

The recently planted areas of broadleaf woodland magbi¢able for LISS managementin the
longerterm, but respacing and selective thinning operations are likely to be required within this
plan period and it is proposed that the areas are management under an Irregular Shelterwood
system until the woodlands ech mature canopy stage, at which point their management may
be re-assessed.

The area of more mature woodland along the valley of the Shotts burn is proposed for
managementas an area of Natural Reserve with no management interventions proposed.

4.6Currentand potentialmarkets

Little marketable timber is anticipated as being produced for the proposed woodland thinning
operations. The low quantity and anticipated low quality of arising timber, couple with the lack
of access for extraction of the timber andgr access onto the A73 from the site will limitthe
marketability of the thinnings.

5.0 Land Us€hapelhall

5.1Agriculturalland

None of the land at Chapelhall is in agricultural use.

5.2Neighbourindanduse
To the east of the site is the A73 road corridor wheaiperiences high levels of traffic through
the day and is a constraint in terms of public accessibility to the site.

Fields to the north and south are in agricultural use. There are occasional issues relating to
boundary fencing allowing access into theodlands by stock, and in particular by horses.

To the east of Chapelhall is an area of planted forest, mostly failed, withisatuial woodland
in the river valley.
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6.0 Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationshapelhall

6.1Designations

The following table is produced from information contained within the North Lanarkshire LBAP
and provides a list of designations which apply to the Chapelhaltsite:

LBAP Habitag Ancientseminatural Protect woodlands from grazing by
Broadleaved, Mixeq woodlandg regularnspection@ndmaintenancef
and YewVoodland | Fairy Glen, marchfences.

UK BAR; Longestablishedvoodlandof Protect woodlands by natnderplanting
Wet Woodland, plantationorigin(SING 6/67 with conifers omon-natives.

Upland Birchwood,| shelterbelt). Enhancevoodlanddyallowingnatural
Upland Oakwood regenerationo takeplace.

Enhance woodlands by removal of rot
native ground flora andtree species oy

time.
Maintainspeciesecordsandhabitatdata
LBAP Habitag Shotts Burn Keep records of sightings
RiversandStreams Takeopportunitiesto createenhanced
wUKBAPBroad habitatwherepossible
Habitatg Rivers and Protect known lizard hotspots from
Streams damage

6.2Habitats andpecies

Open areas formed by wayleaves and the network of wide rides providing access around the site
are composed of semimproved neutral grassland and marshy grassland habitats. Rides are
proposed for mowing on a seasonal basis to maintain access rthutaggh the site for visitors

and for management purposes.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

The Shotts Burn is the main water feature associated with the site, and thersatomal
woodland along the burn provides linkage to a wider network of riparian woodland &heng
Shotts Burn corridor.

6.4Invasivespecies

There are no records of nemative invasive species present at Chapelhall.

6.5Pests andliseases

CAD is present on within the ash trees present on site and is affecting the ash component of the
woodland. Ash is ptged in small species blocks and the visual impact of the disease is as a
resultlimited. There are no other tree pests or diseases noted within the woodland area
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The presence of CAD will be monitored in accordance with the Chalara Ash Dieback: Aation Pla
Toolkitfor Scotland (Jur2021), with site management being implemented in accordance with
the FLS Visitor Zones Policy.

7.0Landscap€hapelhall

7.1Landscapeharacter

Chapelhall is located within National Landscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 20F Riatizaals.
The landscape is characterised by:

1 Anexposedandscapefferinglittle shelterffromwind.

1 Meanderingstreamsthroughbroadand shallowvalleys Streamsavelittle visualimpact
on thelandscape

i Agriculturalanduseisfundamentalto the characterof thislandscapedominatedby
pastoralfarming

i Fielddendto belarge rectilinear,andevenlyspaced

i Largeareas of forestry occun severakreas

i Therearewideviewsacrosshisopenlandscapebut fewvisualfoci

7.2Landscapeéesignations

There are no landscape designations affecting the site.

7.3Visibility
The woods are locally prominent can be seen from a relatively short distance but are not a major
feature in the widerlandscape.

8.0Social factor€hapelhall

8.1 Recreation

The site is linked ta paved footway and cycle route which runs along the edge of the A73 and
links to Chapelhall. The site is partially, fenced with a disused field gate in the southwest corner
nextto the footway. The fence ruins from this gate until it meets with the fadtmed by the
wayleave for the overhead powerline which crosses the site. From this point the fence has been
dismantled and the site is open to public access. There is a remnant kissing gate. This was
formerly be positioned on the fenceline, and is nowgklly unused and redundant. This is the

main entrance to the site for publicuse. There is evidence that previous signage suffered from
vandalism.
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There are no surfaced routes serving access to the site, but visitors can use open grass rides and
servicewayleave to access the site. The rides form a series of circular walks around the blocks of
planting.

The site appears to have low levels of use, with deBires through the area being indistinct.
The mowing of path routes might help encourage publi bst overlying issues relating to
access across the A73, asticial use of the site, and equestrian access currently detract from
the appeal of the site.

FLS have previously considered selling the site but a high level of maiion to the proposed
sale resulted in FLS maintaining ownership.

8.2 Community

The site has been usedin the past as a venue for apprentice training, withsrabdlthinning,
brashing and formative pruning works undertaken within the areas of recently planted
broadleaved woodind.

There is a generally low level of use made of the site by the general public, and past use has
largely been antsocial in nature. The main issue relating to a more positive public use being
made of the site is the restricted access available fromp€hall, with the lack of a safe road
crossing to the site being a key issue. As a result opportunities for community engagement with
the site are currently limited.

9.0 Heritage Chapelhall

There are no records of heritage features present on the site.

10.0 Chapelhall Statutory requirements and key external policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can be found herettps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarend
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Foresy Standard.
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Appendix VIl Supportinginformation: Nether
Bracco

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat NetherBracco

Total area covered by the site is 163.03ha

The forest lies behind and is accessed through NeBnacco Farm on the shore of the Hillend
Reservoir near Caldercruix. Itis in two blocks separated by a narrow strip of grazing land.

The smaller northwestern block lies in a hollow concealed from the north by a low rocky ridge,
the larger one rises frorthe hollow up a steeper face to a flat plateau above. Most of the

plateau is deep peat, but has drier, low ridges rising out of it, which end at a craggy escarpment
facing South.

Soils are richer on the slopes, but severely nutrient deficient on the yoagegs. so the

silvicultural options are limited. The smaller block was planted in 1967, mostly felled after the
1998 gale, leaving some inaccessible areas, then replanted in 2003. The rest was planted 1979
80, but the poorer growing areas were severdamaged in a fire in the mi@i990s.

2.0 Analysi®ofpreviousplanNetherBracco

2.1Aimsof the previougplan

The management aims and objectives set out by the previous management plan were as follows:

To meetthe UK Forestry Standard.

1 TheStrategidPlanfor ScottishLowlandg-orestDistrictsetsout the frameworkfor thisto
be achievedgdetailingthe policiesfor achievingnaximumpublicand environmental
benefitfrom the forests. This FOIRs into that framework and shows how will be
implementedinthispartof the forest.

i Toenhancehe valueofthe areato wildlife bydevelopingaForestHabitatNetwork
(FHN) based on the watercourse corridasngthe existingbroadleafseedsource
alreadyspreading.
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1 The spread of Birch (and somallow) regeneration through the aretelled has
dramaticallyshownthe viableseedsourceavailableonsite. Thisisagreat opportunityto
spreadnatural regeneratioralongnearbyburnsidessofteninghardstandedgeso blend
with neighbouring opemand. If thereisinsufficientregeneration, somevill be enriched
with other broadleakpecies.

i Peatland restoration was recently implemented on an area located in the seastern
corner of the main block at Nether Bracco. The potenttaxtend thisareawas
identified as part of the felling proposals in the previous pldowever other issues
relating to mineral interestshydrological connectivity, tree growth and carbon
sequestratiorare currently being considered il thesematters are clarifiedho further
habitat restoration works are proposed.

i Retainedmature coniferswill increasinglyprovidedeadwood shelterandotherhabitat
to enhance that of the Bircim the westernblock.

1 Restructuringf the forestwill create significanincreasen edgehabitat,whichisof
benefitto manyspecieofwildlife.

1 Tomaintainasupplyof timberfor the Scottishwood-usingindustry.
1 Toprotectwaterqualityandthe physicaintegrity of streams.
1 Toimprovethe externalandinternalviewsof theforest

i1 TheanticipatedBirchandotherbroadleafregenerationwill softenthe appearancefthe
forest,even inthe longerviewsfrom whichit is visible Larchon the outer woodland
edgeswill be replaced by native broadleaf planting to provide additional colour contrast
on thesteepermore prominent faces.

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R lolBefiges

The objectives of the previous pl&ocusedon the proposed area of bog restoration located in
the southeast corner of the main woodland block. This restoration was successfully
implemented, and the restored area is now being monitored.

Proposals for thinning operations to be carried out withie timain block were not undertaken

within the plan period , with one key issue being the lack of a suitable management access into
the site.
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As a resultthe thinning window for large sections of the woodland has been missed. In addition
significant areasf windblow have transpired and will need to be dealt with.

Under this LMP it is proposedto create a new forestroad to provide the access required to
enable felling and harvesting operation to be undertaken. Felling of the productive conifer areas
is poposed to be carried out over 3 phases.

YRSNJIC[{Q& [FNDK {GNFdGS$32 GKS NBY2OIt 2F G(KS
as part of the felling operations. Replacement planting with native broadleaves is proposed.

Thenature of the soils antydrology in thesmaller northen block at Nether Bracco has
resulted in the area beingentified as havingomepotential for peatland restoratioypwhich
will be subject tasubjectto an assessment on tree growth and the yidhlkses currently being
attained and other land management objectives.

3.0BackgroundnformationNetherBracco

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils and landform

The geology below Nether Bracco consists of igneous rock resulting from magmatic intrusion. A
small portion of the maiblock sits on sedimentary rock, with this area also corresponding with
better soils and the main area of windthrow within the site. The bedrock is overlain with

deposits of peat and glacial tills.

Soils on the site consist of large areas of deep peat fogrblanket bog, with surface water

gleys, peaty gleys soils and localised areas of typical brown earths

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Nether Bracco F5 Land with limitediexibilityfor | 5.3 Landcapableofuseasimproved
the growthandmanagemenof grasslandPasture deteriorates
tree crops quickly

The landform at Nether Bracco starts from a toying plateau to the north and rises graduaidy
an upper plateau level occupied by a peat body, part of which was restored to raised bog in the
previous plan period.
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There is a short and elevated rocky ride located above the upper plateau which forms
the southern edge of the site.

Water

Most of the water in the forest drains North into Hillend Reservoir on the North Calder
Water, a tributary of the River Clyde. A small area at the southern edge of the site is located
over the watershed and feeds Forrestburn Reservoir, runewventually into the River Avon,
which enters the Firth of Forth near Grangemouth

Climate
Rainfall and wind exposure levels in the area are relatively high.
4.0 TheexistingorestNetherBracco

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class

Age Structure

n/a/OG 29.69 18.21%
1520 23.15 14.20%
4045 103.81 63.68%
5055 6.38 3.91%

Grand Total | 163.03 100.00%

Most of the site is open ground. Timeajority of the woodland cover, represented by productive
conifer areas, is aged 4. The crop has been managed under a #tbim regime, partly due to
access constraints, and has reached felling stage.
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Current Forest Composition

SS 96.76 59.4%
SS/L 8.29 5.1%
L 3.92 2.4%
LP 0.72 0.4%
SP 0.53 0.3%
MC 8.31 5.1%
MB/MC 5.03 3.1%
MB 8.72 5.3%
MB/OG 0.56 0.3%
Bl 0.5 0.3%
oG 29.69 18.2%
163.03
Yield Class

The yield classes represented on site range freb8.2The yield classes generally apply to areas
of coniferplanting with those areas with low yield classes being generally checked by adverse
ground conditions, in the form of waterlogged peat soils.

0/ OG 29.69 18.21%
2 7.25 4.45%
4 34.87 21.39%
6 12.73 7.81%
10 0.53 0.33%
12 13.02 7.99%
14 19.93 12.22%
16 26.47 16.24%
18 18.54 11.37%
Grand Total 163.03 100.00%

Proposed Composition

Key changes in the composition of the woodlands at Nether Bracco include the removal of larch,
the proposed restocking of woodland on peatyils with a Sitkaand Lodgepole pine mix, an
increase in native woodland along riparian zoaes areas of wetter groundnd onthe outer
woodland edges.
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4.2 Access

Informal access is achieved under the Access Legislation.

Roads will beequired during the early phases of this plan. These are shown on the Felling Map.
Most of the routes follow existing rides, although some ride side felling may be necessary.

Approval for the new roads is sought via this Plan.

1 ~1.67km of roadplanned.
1 Stonefor road constructionis anticipatedto be comingfrom the FLSjuarriesat

Heathland.
4.3DeerManagement

There are currently still crops vulnerable to deer damage and if regeneration is to succeed, deer
control is vital and will be integral to thmanagement of these woods.

There is currently a deer management contract in place which is reviewed annually to ensure
adequate deer control is achieved.

4.4Thinningpotential

The potential for thinning any of the woodland blocks is limited by the age ofribyes, the lack
of previous thinning, and site conditions with predominately wet and poorly drained soils, and
with the site occupying a relatively exposed position in the landscape.

4 5LISPotential

Most of the woodland is planted with commercial coniéeops with little potential for LISS
management. There are some small areas of more recent broadleaf planting with potential for
managementas lonterm retention woodland under a Low Impact Silvicultural System.

Proposals to restructure the woodland edigglowing harvesting operations will introduce new
areas of native woodland which will also have the potential for managementunder a LISS.

4.6Currentand potentialmarkets

The timber on site is marketable and reaching is end of rotation. With the provo$esuitable
forestroad the timber arising from the site should be extractable for sending on to market.
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5.0Land Use Nethd@racco

5.1Agriculturalland

The forest block has no other langse other than forest, with open ground within theesi
maintained as areas for nature conservation and for access.

The lower parts of the forest are surrounded by improved grazing, the higher ground by
unimproved rough grassland.

5.2Neighbourindanduse

Cairneyhill Quarry operated to the east of the mhinck with the quarry face being located
close to the boundary of the site. Although the site is not frequented by the public, it is
important that this boundary is maintained intact with clear signage alerting visitors to the
potential risk.

There is a &eduled Ancient Monument (Mid Bracco SAM) to the west of adjacent to the main
block.

There is a windfarm located on land at Mid Bracco whichis accessed from the A89 road entrance
at Nether Bracco. FLS have a right of access to the road to access thex smrdhern block.

6.0 BiodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationdNetherBracco

6.1Designations

There are no protected or designated sites present within the forest blocks.

NetherBracco Local Biodiversity Action Plan

e | gmaeetemer | e

LBAP Habitag Intermediate Bog ! Continudo gather
Lowland Raised arj information on restoration
Intermediate Bog, possibilities
UK BAP Habitat 1 Enhancéogthrough
Lowland Raised Bq developmenbfarestoraton
Blanket Bog plan(to bedevelopedby FCS
post2008)
1 Enhancdapperthill Moss
SIN@6/48bynotrestocking
bufferonFC$and
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UK BAP Habitat SINC 86/2¢ Reed swampt Protectoy keepingestockindackfrom
Reedbeds / Lowlar] Granary Hill wetlandhabitat
Fens

Thefenland in the smaller block is the only recorded site of Reed Swamp in N Lanarkshire
and was protected during previous windblow clearance.

To the SE of the forest is a Site of Importance to Nature Conservation (SINC), designated for its
important blanke bog habitat. Other SINCs hearby butare not linked to the habitats within
the forest.

6.2Habitats andpecies
Granary Hill Local Nature conservation Site in the smaller northern block.

An area of tree clearance in the soudtastern corner of the maihlock and was followed by
peatland restoration. The was part funded and carried out as part of the Peatland Action project.

Other areas of adjoining unflushed blanket bog in the southern bloete identified for peatland
restoration andbeen subjecto further site investigation.

The northern blockvasalso identified abavingpotential site for peatland restoratian

Apeatland restoration planvasprepared forthese identified peatland restoration sites at
Nether BraccoTherestorationplan concludes that the potential for the restoration of both the
extensiomareato tie south, and the northern block is limited.

1 Inthe case of the southern block, the curreatatively high yield class of the crognd
the uncertaintyrelating to the fuure land use of the area (relating to the proposed
qguarry extension) preclude bog restoration at this time.

1 Inthe case of the northern block, the current crop also exhibits arelatively high yield
class and will be leftto grow until the end of the rbta period, at which point the
potential for restoratiorcanbe assessed.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

There are no links at present, but it is only a short distance from the forestto the woodland
surrounding Hillend Reservoir, which links to the extensive Clytdeyw&oodland FHN.
6.4Invasivespecies

There are no invasive nemative species present at Nether Bracco
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6.5Pests andliseases

Larch is presenton site. There is no recor@bftopthora ramorunbeing identified within the
Heart of Scotland Forest, but the AlsBch Strategy proposes the planning for removal of larch
from the forest.

All larch present at Nether Bracco is proposed for felling within the early Phases of the LMP
management period.

7.0LandscapéetherBracco

7.1Landscapeharacter

Nether Bracco is lotad within National Landscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 231 Central Plateau
Moorlands. The landscape is characterised-by:

Blanket bog, heather and gras®orland.

Recentnitiativeshaverestoredareasof degradedaisedbog

Therearea number ofvaterbodiegpresent

Extensiveoniferplantationshavebeenestablished

Therehasbeensignificantvindenergydevelopmenbnthe PlateauMoorlands taking

advantage otheir uplandexposure

1 Thepresenceof coalreservesand,to alesserxtent,hardrockdepositsandthe
exploitationof theseresourceshashadamajoreffectonthe landscape

9 Hardrockquarriesare alsovisiblefeaturesin someareas.

i1 Thelandscapéhasanexposedandrelativelyremotecharacter

= =4 4 -4 A

Nether Bracco islocated 1km southeas@Gafidercruix and sits below a ridge which screens the
site from the M8 road corridor to the south. The Site sits above the A89 Road corridor which
runs to the north, but a road level and low elevations the site is largely screened for view by
intervening lav ridges.

Distant views onto the site are available form minorroads north of Hillend Reservoir, and from
the A89 to the east.

The site slopes south to north from and elevated plateau at 270m to 220m a.o.d with gentle
slopes. The plateau is a blanket b@gh deep peat, part of which has been restored to peatland
habitat following tree felling.

7.2Landscapéesignations
There are no landscape designations affecting the site.
7.3Visibility
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Birch and other broadleaf regeneration will be incorporated into aodland restocking areas
with a view to softening the appearance of the forest, evenin the longer views from which itis
visible.

Currently Larch in mixture will provide additional colour contrast on the steeper, more
prominentfaces. Larch removal isoposed as part of the policy to control the spread of

Phytopthora ramorunand is likely to have an impact of the visible appearance of the
woodlands.

Native woodland is proposed as replacement planting for the areas of felled larch to maintain a
softerouter edge to the forestblock and to provide a visual seasonal variation.

Natural breaks in the plantation due to burns and gullies allow for small coupes to be created on
the more prominent slopes of the forest, which will improve its appearance.

8.0Socidafactors NetheBracco

8.1 Recreation

There is no recreational demand or provision at Nether Bracco. Itis not envisaged that this
situation will change within the plan period, although the formation of a forest road into the site
will make the site moraccessible than currently and the levels of public use of the site should
be monitored, particularly in light of ongoing operations.

8.2 Community

As with recreation, there is no identified community interest or identified use of the site
currently. Future poposals for the site, particularly proposals involving the potential expansion
of quarry operations from the eastwill be of some interestto the local community and
consultation over the current plan proposals and any future development on the site sheuld
carried out in an open and timely fashion.

9.0 Heritage Nether Bracco

There is one recorded heritage feature present. This is located along the-sasthrn boundary
of the site and takes the form of a boundary dyke.

There are no other recorded h@ic remains in the forest block.

Nether Bracco shares a boundary with the Mid Bracco SM which will be afforded an appropriate
bufferto protect the feature fom site operations.
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10.0 Nether Bracco Statutory requirements and &gternal policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can be found hefgtps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarend
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix IX Supporting Information: Eastfield

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Eastfield
Total area is 45.38ha.

The Central Scotland Forestis a strategic initiative which aims to improve the environment of the
Central Scotland area. As part of the regeneration of the Central Scattaagd CSFT acquired
Eastfield, Rawyards and Wester Moffat Woodlands for the purposes of establishing new
woodland areas, and for enhancing management of the existing woodlands.

The sites were subsequently sold to and where managed by former FLS ScattishdsoForest
District and now Central Region.

Parts of the site were formerly opencast and subsequently restored to

woodland with a planting date of ~1990. Other areas of existing woodland

fringing the area to the south of Benhar Road were a&stablished (presumably as part of

opencast restoration, or possibly as advance screen planting) at around the same period. Prior to
the opencast and planting operations the land was in agricultural use as grazing.

The previous management plan for Eadifizvas Forest Design Plan produced in 2013 covering
three discrete sites (Rawyards, Wester Moffat, and Eastfield). The plan coveregear2period
and covered the desigplanting and establishment phase feew woodland areas, along with
the managemenof existing woodland and site features.

Eastfield Wood is an established area of mixed woodland and open ground.

Eastfield is located on the western edge of Harthill at National Grid Reference NS 890 637, on the
western edge of Eastfield, and to the sbuif the B7066 Old Edinburgh Road.

The site occupied areas on both the north and south edges of the B717 Benhar Road.
The northern section of woodlarelopesup from theB7066to a ridge andallsaway to the
south. MintHillislocatedcentrallywithin the northernsectionof the siteand formsaprominent

topographical feature. This block hasenplanted to form a mosaic ahixedamenity
woodland nativebroadleafwoodland,and productiveconiferousvoodland.

102 | Heart of Scotland Land Managemeitan| G Walker|2022-2032



Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus
Fearann Alba

The southern block is éated on generally level ground which slopes gradually southwards from
the Benhar Road. This area consists mainly of a large, grazed field, with shelterbelts along the
eastern, southern and western boundaries.

To the south are areas pasture and laigzaleforestry.

2.0 AnalysiofpreviousplanEastfield

2.1 Aimsof previousplanandachievements

Proposals set out in the previous plan woodland include thinning, felling and restructuring of
areas of woodland suffering wind damage and drainage issues. Owing largeérelatively
smallscale of these silvicultural operations, the isolation of the woodland block, high levels of
publicuse, and access restrictions, these were works have not yet beenimplemented.

New planting was proposed to convert a field letfipazing to woodland. This was successfully
implemented.

The planting of some areas of internal open space to diversify the woodland edge and increase
biodiversity. This planting was also carried out.

Other proposals for the woodland include accaaprovements, the creation community spaces
for local engagement and involvement, habitat creation and management, and tgoing
maintenance of the woodland areas and the builtinfrastructure. These works were also large
implemented.

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R lolBefiges

Known issues include:

Drainage.

Water run-off.

Antisociabehaviour.

Flytipping.

Recentomplaintre coupe(seeStewardshigsectionbelow);and

Crop overshadowingardens.

Roadsidénedgerowkeepsgrowingoverthe pavement; maintenanceof thisshouldbe
includedinthe LMP.

= =4 4 48 -8 -8 -9
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3.0BackgroundnformationEastfield

3.1Physical sitéactors

Geology, soils and landform

The solid geology of the site consists of are categorised as Westphalian (Coal Measure). In places
thisgeology has been disturbed as a result of opencast activity.

Soils on the site are derived from glacial till from carboniferous shales and sandstones, and coals.

Soils are classified as imperfectly drained brown forest soils, noncalcareous gleys aind pea
gleys. There is also some peat recorded on soil maps as being present, although this has largely
been disturbed by previous opencast operations.

The western edge of the northern block and the majority of the southern block has been
extensively modifieds a result of opencast activity. These soils have beenreplaced and are
heavily compacted with a surface rooting layer composed of peat in the case of the north
western area, and clagased mineral soils on the southern block.

The remnant peat soilsardried out and are prone to fires.

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Agricultural use are recorded as:

Eastfield F3 Land with goodlexibilityfor | 5.2 Landcapableofuseasimproved
the growthandmanagemenof grasslandPasturdbutmaybe
tree crops difficultto maintain.

Water

Eastfield and Harthill are situated just east of the watershed between the Clyde and the Forth.
Eastfield is located within the catchment of the Ris¢mond which rises a short distance to the

southwest of the site. The site generally drains southeast towards the River Almond.

Eastfield has several drainage features. A large boundary drain runs along the southern edge of
the southern block. This isdeep manmade drainage channel which runs red with ochre,
probably from the former adjacent deep mine workings of Benhar Colliery.

There are also large mamade drainage channels running through the northern block. One
channel flows within a wide strip @ipen ground between and runs to a large culvert which is
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screened by a grill. The sides of this ditch are vegetated, with some areas identified as being of
botanical interest.

The only other major drainage feature is located north ehtvHill. This ditch collects water from
the sloping ground to the north and runs eastwards and spreads towards the site boundary.
There are reported issues relating to flooding of neighbouring gardens along this boundary.

There are several smaller draiassociated with the more recent planting and access works.
There are no ponds or other water features of note on the site.

4.0 TheexistingorestEastfield

4.1Agestructure,speciesandyield class
Age Structure

n/a/OG 11.44 25.21%
1-10 5.13 11.30%
20-25 6.06 13.35%
30-35 12.55 27.66%
3540 8.74 19.26%
5055 1.46 3.22%
Grand Total 45.38 100.00%

The bulk of the woodland falls within the @-year age range, reflecting the relatively short
periods between the varioushases of planting.

The more mature elementaged&b years represents the area of mixed woodland located next
to the residential edge of Eastfield and which is giving rise to a number of neighbourissues.

In addition to the trees forming the main woaatld blocks, there are a few more mature trees

located along the lines of former agricultural field boundaries, located to the north of the site,
and consisting mainly of beech.
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Current Forest Composition

SS 11.48 25.3%
MC 5.61 12.4%
SP 0.95 2.1%
MB 6.18 13.6%
AH/MB 0.66 1.5%
AH 0.08 0.2%
AH/NMB 0.46 1.0%
MB/MC 5.96 13.1%
NMB 2.14 4.7%
NMB/OG 0.42 0.9%
oG 11.44 25.2%
45.38
Yield Class

There is a wide range of yield classes recorddebatfield reflecting the diversity in woodland
types and soil conditions. Yield classes ranges fr@h 2

0/ OG 11.44
2 2.06
4 9.09
6 0.25
8 5.45
10 0.43
12 1.13
18 4.6
20 4.05
24 6.88
Grand Total 45,38

ProposedComposition

Key features in terms of the proposed future composition are the proposed increased use of
mixed conifer restock as an alternative to pure Sitka spruce, providing for increase visual amenity
and species diversity within the site. Thinning abdwlleaf areas will target CAD affected ash and
non-native species with a view to increasing the nativeness and biodiversity values of the
woodland. Removal of Larch will take place overthe plan period, mainly through thinning.
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4.2 Access

Eastfield is an area of community woodland serving the Shotts, Eastfield and Harthill
communities. There is an extensive access network in palace on the site and a number of
recreational and visitor facilities in place including a visitor car park, anddie zones located
at the three main site entrances.

There is a network of surfaced paths which is extended by inform path routes and -diesise
which have formed between the forest blocks, and which are managed by seasonal cutting to
control edge vegedttion.

The current levels of recreation provision are feltto be sufficientto meetthe levels of demand
currently and over the period of this LMP.

Management access for woodland management purposes is currently limited. New forest roads
are proposed tgrovide suitable access for works proposed under this LMP and for future
management operations.

4.3DeerManagement

Deer management at Eastfield and Muirhead and South Rigg is carried out under a contract.

4.4Thinningpotential

Blocks of Sitka planting in therthern block have been planted at ~5,000 stems per hectare, are
growing well and some sethinning is occurring. Felling proposed within this plan period offers
the opportunity to take access for the thinning of these blocks to reduce stocking levéigfor
current ~4,000/hectare down to ~1600/hectare, which will give to a substantial volume timber
volume.

4 5LI1SPotential

The woodland areas at Eastfield are relatively young and consist of a mix of productive conifer
planting, and mixed woodland and mixbrbadleaf areas. There is a high level of public use of
the site and most of the woodland areas are at a stage where management interventionis
required, both in terms of maintain site safety, address plant health issues as well as in
silvicultural termsy way of thinning and canopy management works. Areas of mixed woodland
and broadleaves areas are proposed for management under an Irregular Shelterwood system
with periodic thinning.

No areas suitable for LISS management or management as Natural rasgesbeen identified
at Eastfield.
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4.6Currentand potentialmarkets

Areas proposed for felling and thinning are anticipated to give rise to significant quantities of
marketable timber.

5.0 Land Usé&astfield

5.1Agriculturalland

The section ofand south of Benhar Road was previously managed as a grazing let but was
planted up during the last Design Plan proposals. This area has now been successfully
established as woodland.

There are no other agricultural areas within the site. Neighbourind ta the northwest and to
the south isin agricultural use is generally grazed and boundary fencing will need to be inspected
and maintained in a stoegroof condition.

5.2Neighbourindanduse

Tams Loup Quarry operates to the west of the site and formgumtary with the woodland. To
the west are areas of former opencast workings which have been restored to woodland and
pasture

6.0 Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignation&astfield

6.1Designations

There are no protected or designated sites present withia forest block.

6.2Habitats andpecies

Asurveyof the open habitatspresentwithin EastfieldVoodwas carriedout in August2012. In
summarythe reportidentifiedthree keyareasof habitatintereston the site,relatingto UKBAP
priority habitats.

These consist of unimproved and species rich grassland areas on Mint Hill, and two smaller areas
of interestin the form of ditckside vegetation and an area of flushed vegetation with sedges.

These areas were identified as valuable habitats for rete rdiimch management.
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Woodland habitats present on the site are represented by the various planting mixes established
on the site. These range from areas of mixed native broadleaf woodland based on NVC W7 and
W11, mixed amenity woodland areasnd productive conifer areas consisting mainly of Sitka
Spruce and Scots Pine.

New planting on the south side of Benhar Road at Eastfield and Muirhead has been delivered.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

There is a large drainage feature running through the nortteanpartment, the margins of

which are open and have formed a fringe of associated riparian vegetation. This situation is not
proposed for alteration over the plan period and these marginal habitats will be leftto develop
naturally.

6.4Invasivespecies

Japanese knotweed has been recorded within the mature mixed woodlandC8uoipartment
49E.2 ) located adjacent to the southwestern edge of Eastfield. This area is proposed for felling
(Referto Map 8@ Felling and Thinning).

It is proposed that prior tdelling operations the Japanese knotweed stand is identified and
treated to remove the risk of spread and contamination of machinery used in the proposed
harvesting operations.

6.5Pests andliseases

The main issue affecting tree health is Chalara Ash dieblidh is present and affecting
younger ash trees on site resulting in deaths. Young ash is presentin broadleaf and mixed
woodland areas in small groups or intimately mixed, and the impact of the disease interms of
amenity and landscape is relatively lohere are however larger groups and small blocks of
pure ash which are impacted.

Where Ash is presentin larger groups, its condition will be monitored through the plan period.
There may be a need in the future to undertake enrichment planting withvediroadleaves.
This will be assessed at the 5 year ftedm review of this plan.

The presence of CAD will be monitored in accordance with the Chalara Ash Dieback: Action Plan
Toolkit for Scotland (Jur2021), with site management being implemented in@adance with
the FLS Visitor Zones Policy.

The previous plan identified the possible presence Dothistroma Needle Blight and recommended
further investigation and the potential sanitary felling of Scots and Lodgepole pine, for the
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purposesof forest hygieme.

The presence of the disease has yetbeen confirmed. The pine iggstoving and in mixture
and given the relatively low proportion of pine presenton site and in adjoining areas, the
management objective isto manage these areas undemngintervention silvicultural system,
and to leave these areas in place for amenity and biodiversity.

There are no other tree health issues noted as affecting the trees on site.

7.0Landscapé&astfield

7.1Landscapeharacter

Eastfield is located withiNational Landscape Character Type (LCT) LCT 201 Plateau Farmlands.
The landscape is characterised by:

1 Anexposedandscapefferinglittle shelterffromwind.

1 Meanderingstreamsthroughbroadand shallowvalleys Streamdhavelittle visualimpact
on thelandscape

i Agriculturalanduseisfundamentalto the characterof thislandscapegdominatedby
pastoralfarming

Fieldg¢endto be large rectilinear,andevenlyspaced

Largeareas of forestry occun severakreas

Thereare wideviewsacrosghisopenlandscapebut few visualfoci

Thereare numeroussingleandsmaltscalewindturbineswhichare relativelyvisiblein
whatisarelativelyopenlandscape

= =4 =2 =

Eastfield is located on the Eastern edge of the Plateau Moorland character area. The site sits at
an elevation of between 210m and 250m above ordnance datum (a.o.d.)

The site is splitinto northern and southern block by Benhar Road. The northern block has a
varied topography with a central peak(Mint Hill), a slight valley to the north of the hill, and
slopes to the north, south, westand eastern boundaries.

7.2Landscapeéesignations

There are no landscape designations affecting the site.

7.3Visibility

Eastfield is locally visible from the Benhar road corridor and from the edges of Eastfield. The

northern edge of the site slopes down from Mint Hill to the Edinburgh road and forms a highly
visible frontage to the site which is partially visible form the M8 road corridor.
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The margins of the site are composed of mixed broadleaves, mivedland areas and dense
shrub edges forming loose hedge features, and generally form attractive visual edges to the site

8.0Social factorgastfield

8.1 Recreation

Eastfield Wood links directly to the neighbouring areas of housing via three main entrance points
on the eastern edge of the site.

An extensive network of paths services the site. These are mainly designed for pedestrian use
but are also extensively used by @tfad bikes and suffer damage as a result. There is some
equestrian activity on the site,h horse riders generally limiting their use to the management
access routes in the western part of the site.

Thereisa preferrednetworkof pedestriarroutesmainlyservinghe inthe easternpart of the
sitenearestthe residentialedgeof Eastfield Thesepathsare surfacedand linkto BenharRoad
where acarpark haseenconstructed.

This path also provides a link southward to link to the North Lanarkshire Core Path Network,
leading to Fauldhouse. There is no formal access provision curténslygh the southern block
of the site, which is recently planted.

8.2 Community

There is a limited level of local usage, confined mainly tewatkers. This isin spite of recent
upgrading works to the main entrances to the site, and the creation of aaveess linking
directly to the edge of the settlement.

A lot of antisocial behaviourin the block, particularly though access by quads and motorbikes,
which has resulted in damage to infrastructure. Working with police to deal with this. There are
also isues reported relating to outdoor drinking, littering, fiyping and vandalism.

There are a number of neighbourissues reported, including issues with boundary trees,

drainage, legacy features relating to former mining a collapsing mine shaft, ande3span
knotweed.
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9.0 Heritage Eastfield

There are a number of heritage features recorded at Eastfield. These include a number of
features linked with Easter Muirhead Farm which was located in the northern portion of the site.
Recorded feattes include historic field boundary features in the form of remnants of mature
hedgerows, old farm tacks, a formed pond, and an ornate fencepost.

One other recoded feature includes the site of Eastfield Golf Course.

10.0 Eastfield Statutory requiremerdasd key external policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of government and
industry standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can be found hefdtps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarend-
strategies/landmanagementplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestry Standard.
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Appendix X Supporting Information: Southrigg

1.0 Theexistingorestandland

1.1Historyof the landholdingat Southrigg
Total area is 77.07ha.

The site had been identified for potential future disposal. Disposal of the site was identified
particularly because of access issues but is viewed as a difficult sale aadtwegsated to be on
the market for some time.

During this intervening period the block would need to be covered by LMP approval.

Parts of Southrigg Forest are located on a Lowland Raised Bog (LRB), which is a UK Biodiversity
Action Plan PriorityHabitat, and is listed in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan as a Priority Habitat
Type (PHT)

The site has been identified as a site with potential to deliver bog restoration, and this has been
confirmed by the FLS Peatland Team as a site with potemidbireerit.

The future management of the site will be geared towards bog restoration.

2.0 Analysiof previousplanSouthrigg

2.1Aimsof previousplanandachievements

The 5year review of the Forest Design Plan indicated that no felling, thinning, restocking or
roading would take place at Southrigg as the plan was to return the are to bog land as the
enhancement of this is of greater value to the miptirpose objectives of SLFD as stated in the
plan.

The existing Plan was viewed to be stillrelevanttothe FDNS I | yR NB Tt SOda G(KS
SEGSNYyIt adl(1SK2t RSNAQ FaLIANIGA2ya F2NJ GKS NB3
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The objectives set out for Southrigg were as follows:

1. Tomeetthe UKForestry
StandardTheStrategidlan
for ScottishLowlandd-orest
Districtsetsoutthe
framework, detailing the
policies for achievingptimum
public and environmental
benefit from the forests. This
FDP fits into that framework
and shows how itwill be
implementedi n thispartofthe
forest.

2. Toenhancethe benefits for
wildlifeby removingconifers
fromthePriorityHabitatbog
complex and link thithrougha
ForestHabitatNetwork (FHN)
basedon the watercourse
corridorsandadjacentbog
systems.

YES

YES

Thisobjective is beinget by
continuedadherenceo theother
objectivesandintentionssetoutin
the plan.Thesavereagreedto besftfit
the relevaniSLFstrategid’lan
Prioritylssueswvhichfedout of the
Scottish Forestr§trategy National
Themesandmeetthe standards set
outin theUKForestry Standard.

Althoughtheremovaloftheconifers
hasnotyettakenplacehisisinline
with theintentionssetoutin theplan
whichis to fellthecropoutwith the
life ofthis planwhen the crop
reaches an appropriate ageto fell.

2.2Howpreviousplanrelatesto (i 2 R lol#eQtises

The objectives for the Southrigg Block remain the same.

As yet the clearance of the site by conifer removal has not taken place, but thestre @®w
reaching the stage where removal is desirable before further wind damage occurs.

Following site clearance it is proposed to restore the area to lowland bog habitat and a bog

restoration Plan is presented which will outline how this will be achieve

Site access remains an issue, but FLS are currently working with the two other landowners to

agree access.
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3.0BackgroundnformationSouthrigg
3.1Physical sitéactors

Geologysoils,and landform

Soils on the site are categorised&schophorum, Calluna, Eriophorum, Molinia bog [FC soil
code: 9e], with typical ground water gley [FC soil code: 5] and some areas of made soils, typical
surface water gley and upland sphagnum bog.

Land capability assessments for both Forestry and Adui@lluse are recorded as:

Southrigg F5 Land with limitediexibilityfor | 4.2 Land capable of producing a
the growthandmanagemenof narrowrangeof crops primarilyon
tree crops grassland.

Thelandform comprises of a series of small ridges, aligned approximate W\EINKE, with gentle
slopes. These ridges, separate the plateau into separatdyavg areas with a slightly domed
nature indicative of lowland raised bog habitats.

Water

All waterdrains via small burns into the River Almond, which meets the Firth of Forth to the W of
Edinburgh

Lying in a basin, the larger block receives nutrigah water from the surrounding areas, and
some is flooded during much of the year. There is also mpeent pond.

4.0 TheexistingorestSouthrigg

4.1Agestructure,speciesaandyield class

Age Structure

n/a/OG 9.12 11.83%
25-30 8.75 11.35%
30-35 37.19 48.25%
3540 22.01 28.56%

Grand Total 77.07 100.00%
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Themajority of the site comprises of conifer woodland aged between 30 and 40 years. Some
younger conifer areas are present representing alater restocking operation following site fires.

Current Forest Composition

SS 58.83 76.33%
SS/L 2.42 3.14%
L 0.77 1.00%
MC 0.96 1.25%
MB 0.99 1.28%
MB/MC 0.35 0.45%
Bl 0.37 0.48%
NMB 1.14 1.48%
NMB/OG 2.12 2.75%
oG 9.12 11.83%
77.07
Yield Class

There is a wide range of yield classes recorded at Eastfield reflectidgawsity in woodland

types and soil conditions. Yield classes ranges fr@h 2

0/ OG 9.12
2 13.19
4 1.36
6 0.96
8 23.62
10 0.35
12 2.95
14 12.62
16 12.9
Grand Total 77.07

Proposed Composition

Bog restoration proposalst Southrigg will result in a marked reduction in woodland cover and
consequent increase in new open habitats & associated native broadleaved woodlands.
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4.2 Access

Access to the site for management purposes here remains a key issue. Thelbiag access is
from the minor road to the North and pedestrian access is difficult from any other direction due
to wide watercourses and regular flooding. The legal access route to the main forest will require
drainage before any vehicle track could dmnstructed.

Difficulties presented by the site conditions in will have a bearing as to the financial feasibility of
timber harvesting and extraction and is likely to be a net cost operation. Felling to residue isa
likely prescription for the poor growp sections of this block with the size and quality of timber

is low. Much of the timberresidue would be utilised to form brash road access to other sections
of the woodland.

4.3DeerManagement

Deer control is carried out by trained FLS staff, and undetracts letto suitably qualified
personnel. Deer management at South Rigg is currently carried out under a contract.

Planting is fully established in Southrigg, but deer control is key to successful crop establishment
in the surrounding young crops. Agesult FLS continue to manage deer numbers at Southrigg.

4.4Thinningpotential

The wet nature of the site limits access for thinning operations.

The coniferous blocks in the main southern block consist of two main types relating to soil type
and currentgrowth rates. Those areas which have grown reasonably well on wet gleyed soils are
suffering from windthrow and these areas are proposed for cliedling. Those areas which lie
outside of the areas proposed for bog restoration are proposed for restotkingative

woodland mix in keeping with the margins of the bog habitats.

The coniferous blocks established on peaty soils are generally stunted and checked by the wet
ground conditions, with slow growth rates and limited prospects for producing a Viiabber

crop. These areas are also proposed for clearance and the areas are to be restored to bog
habitats.

4. 5LISPotential

The potential for LISS management is generally limited.
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The majority of the forest block is sermature and earlynature coniferous woodland with little
potential for managementunder a low impact silvicultural system.

There is a fringe of mixed woodland to the south and east of the smaller compartment to the
north, associated with the former mine workings and traays serving the site which may have
some potential for LISS management, but some managementinterventionis likely to be required
for coniferous elements (including the removal of larch) and general thinning and tree safety
managementto safeguard site bodaries and service wayleaves.

4.6Currentand potentialmarkets

Timber arising from site clearance operations should be marketable as pulp of chipwood, but the
key constraint for harvesting is suitable access for timber extraction.

Construction of a shorgsection of forestroad linking from the track to the west of the main block
into the site is proposed, but extension of a track further into the forest block is limited by wet
ground conditions, and it is likely that extraction will be through the fororaand use of

floating brash mat roads and low ground pressure forwarders. In some parts of the site the
timber will have little value due to its poor growth and will is likely to be cut to waste.

5.0Land Us&outhrigg

5.1Agriculturalland

The smaller block hagyricultural land around it. To the N this has beenimproved for grazing,
but the rest is largely bog and tgrazed. The area nextto Southrigg Farm has had some habitat
improvementwork, including pond and meadow creation and hedge plantings, and thairigs

of the farm are undergoing renovation.

5.2Neighbourindanduse

The larger forest is now almost surrounded by a series of young plantations, largely of mixed
conifer, but with some broadleaf planting. There is some mature Birch woodland and young
broadleaf woodland to the E and S and a screen of older pine woodland between the forest and
the M8 motorway.
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6.0 Biodiversityandenvironmentaldesignationssouthrigg

6.1Designations

The site does not lie within or on the edges of a designattd There are however a number of
non-designated features of interestidentified at Southrigg, as indicated in the following table,
along with proposals for the future management of these.

LBAP Habitag Lowland Raised Bog, wContinueto gatherinformation
Lowland Raised and SINC 96/08 Southrigg Bog onrestorationpossibilities
Intermediate Bog, wEnhancéogthrough
UK BAP Habitat developmenbf a restoratiorplan.
¢ Lowland
Raised Bog
UK BAP Habitat Fen wProtecthabitatbynotrestockinga
Lowland Fens buffer aroundfen

wEnhancéen through development
of a bog restoration plan

UK BAP Habitat Purple Moor Grass and Rush wProtecthabitatbynotrestockinga
Pasture buffer aroundpurplemoorgrassand
rushpasture

wEnhancédabitatthrough

developmenbfabogrestoration

plan

UK BAP Species Badger wContinudo record sightings

wProtect settsfrom damage by following
guidance

The smaller of the two compartments making up the Southrigg block contains pa$ité of
Importance to Nature Conservation (SINC), designated by the Local Authority. This covers the
unplanted portions of the bog, which will provide the source for recolonisation with bog
vegetation and extends onto the relatively undisturbed bog te tE making up the larger
peatland unit.

6.2Habitats andpecies

Both parts of Southrigg lie on areas of deep peat, parts of a network of Lowland Raised Bogs on
this undulating ground. Under the national Biodiversity Action Plan, these are designated as
Priority Habitat Types (PHT). The surrounding fens are often more fertile, being fed by water
from the nearby ground, but make up a complete peatland unit, and these contain other PHTSs.

There is deep peat throughout the block, with high potential fogstoration project across both
parts of the site. The larger southern block almost covers an entire LRB unitincluding its

119 | Heart of Scotland Land Managemeitan| G Walker|2022-2032



Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus
Fearann Alba

surrounding fens. A potential UK BAP habitat wet fen area is recorded in the southern block,
with and a number ofmportant BAP species recorded.

There is an area identified as natural reserve in the saadbtern section of the main block. This
area s likely to be impacted by proposals for bog restoration and may need to be reviewed
dependenton requirements undethe Bog Restoration Plan.

The conifer planting in the northern block is established on areas of deep peat. This area has
beenidentified as having potential for bog restoration. Such works are likely to be held back until
such time as access issues aealved and the existing crop reaches the end of its rotation. In

the meantime further site investigation works are being undertaken to develop a Bog
Restoration Plan for Southrigg.

In the wider locality are large areas of Lowland Raised Bog (LRB) whichden relatively well
preserved. This adds to the value of any tree felling for habitat enhancement. The proximity of
several units of bog creates the opportunity for Habitat Networks to be linked through the
surrounding woodland and sermatural habitds.

6.3Ripariarhabitat

The main southern block is fringed to the south by the Haw Burn, and to the east by the Black
Moss Burn These features effectively form a hydrological boundary to the site along these
boundaries. The Haw burn is fringed to the souyhdoniferous woodland with an attractive
mixed fringed of Scots pine and native broadleaves. Within the Dunsyston block there is a
narrow strip of willow and alder planting forming a buffer between the burn and areas of
productive conifer woodland.

Thereare some small ponds along the forest edge.

6.4Invasivespecies

There are no recorded invasive species within the site.

6.5Pests andliseases

The 5Syear review of the previous plan noted the need for monitoring the potential spread of the
pathogenPhytophthoraamorumand the disease Dothistroma Needle Blightinto the district
and how that may impact the Hybrid larch and Lodgepole pine element of this woodland.

The monitoring is being carried out through the FLS Action Plan for each.
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In viewof the risk P.ramorum poses on Larch, particularly on sites where the trees are under
stress, the planned removal of larch is seen as a priority.

7.0Landscap&outhrigg

7.1Landscapeharacter

Southrigg Forest liesin the broad upper valley of the River Almmatd,een Whitburn,

Armadale, Harthill and Blackridge. From the domed nature of the landform, these are
categorised as Lowland Raised Bogs, a Priority Habitat Type (PHT) under national Biodiversity
Action Plans (BAPSs). The two parts of Southrigg lie orraepsections of bog.

7.2Landscapeéesignations

There are no landscape designations affecting the site.

7.3Visibility

Although the smaller N block is prominent from the road and nearby houses, increasing

woodland cover in the surrounding area is hiding Sogjipfrorest from more distant views, and
the larger forestis largely hidden from almost all directions.

8.0 Social factorSouthrigg

8.1 Recreation

The site is somewhat distanced from the nearestlocal settlements of Armadale and Blackridge.
There is no evidenagf public use of the site, largely because of the lack of access and wet
ground conditions.

There is a small parking area beside Balgornie Farm to the SE, which is accessible from
Polkemmet Country Park, but itis difficult to access the forest acrassvétland which lies
between.

The National Cycle Network route 75 runs parallel to the recenthpened Bathgate to Airdrie
railway line. There are no opportunities for circular routes in this very wet terrain.

8.2 Community

Over the last plan perio@jven the nature and location of the site and lack of operational
activity local feedback was not actively soughtin relation to the previous Forest Design Plan.
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Proposals under this plan for felling and site clearance and subseque Rdé3agration works
will be a major change to the lanase of the site and will involve significant periods of site
activity. It is therefore likely that local interest will be raised and consultation with the
community regarding these proposals will be emghken.

9.0 Heritage Southrigg

There is a small former pit bing and access track, now planted with larch and lodgepole pine.

The old track to the spoil heap will remain a feature, managed to assist with any restoration
plans for the bog. It may have pattial to form a route serving for management access.

10.0 Southrigg Statutory requirements and key external policies

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of governmentand
industry standards and guidance as well as recesearch outputs. A full list of these standards
and guidance can be found hetgtps://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plarsnd-
strategies/landmanagemeniplans/links

All operations will be conducted in accordance with Forest Industry Best Practice Guidance and
the UK Forestr§gtandard.
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Appendix Xl Bog Restoration Proposals

See supporting Future Habitats & Species maps

Contents:

1. Arns/Fannyside Bog Restorati®lan
2. Southrigg Bog Restoratid¢tian
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Arns/Fannyside Bog Restoration Plan

Site Description

FannysidéMuir liesadjacentto SlamannarsPA an&SSdlesignatedor the taigabeangooseand
covers a large area odised blanketaind basin bogseemap ofopenhabitatsurvey).Fannyside
Muir comprises oAnnexl peatland habitat§H7120H7130, H7140underthe EUHabitats
Directive, UKBAP priority habitats, and forms part ofwiderhydrological peatlandnit of the
designatedSPA and SSSI. Therefore, the area proptse@storationis classed as a
Presumption to Restorevithin the FCS Practice GuibBecidingfuture management optionfor
afforested deep peatlandPresumption to Restore peatlands trereedaphicallyunsuitedto
woodland and restoratiowould therefore prevent the significaninet releaseof greenhouse
gases (GHG). This proposwetsthe requirements2 ¥ G KS { O2G0AaK D2OSNYyyY$S
Woodland Removaolicyas the deforestation andubsequentestorationwill enhance a
priority habitat(Annexl lowlandraised bog) andts (hydrological) connectivity. The aisito
restore thewhole hydrology andeventuallythe vegetationto an intermediatelowland raised
bog habitat.Rewetting hasbeenundertakenpreviouslyin Arns/Fannyside and this proposal
to extendthisto take into accountthe widerpeatlandhydrology Ultimatelythe sitewill benefit
the peatsoilsasit will stopoxidisationand further degradation androsion, ultimately
improving the Designated Site features, water quality of the local ayel@tucing ruroff from
the peatland.

Previouscrop

An analysis of the yield class figures available for the deep peat areas proposed for restoration,
and areas of organmineral soils proposed for felling and restocking to associated woodland
fringingthe peatland restoration areas, are given in the following table:

Y.Qwtd
Forest Block Proposal LMP Phase | Area (ha) q

Average.)
Arns Fell & restock 1 11.22 10.54
Arns Fell (no restocking) 1 20.23 6.87

FCS Practice Gui@eciding future management options for afforested deep peatladdates
that a threshold yield class of 8 for Sitka spruce (the current crop) is one consideration to aid
decision making as to whetherto restore afforested areas of peatland.

The yield @dsses at Arns have been calculated over the areas proposed for restoration, and for

the areas proposed for felling and restocking which will form a fringe habitat to the peatland
areas. The average yield class for the areas proposed for woodland remtodétzato less than
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YC7, with the restock areas proposed to fringe the restoration calculating to over YC10. Overall,

the areas proposed for restoration consist of deep peat, and areas proposed for restock consist
of organemineralsoils.

Another factor for consideration in terms of the decision to restore or restock at Arns was the
sites susceptibility to periodic fires which has resulted in the damage and loss of extensive areas
of forestry planting in the past.

Restoration propaal

Preliminary walkovers across the areas of afforested deep peat were conducted by the local
Peatland Restoration Forester, Peatland Programme Forester and Environmentteam on
05/05/21 to establish the condition of the peatland, level of water table atagon indicator
species, and connectivity and extent of the bog. The walkover identified the main afforestation
modifications and feasibility of restoration, confirming that full restoration will be possible. The
main findings of the walkovers were agltows:

1 Thesitewas mostlydeep peatwith associated habitats which indicates thats
hydrologicallyconnectedandpart of the lowlandraised bog Annexl habitat) wherekey
bog indicators, such as Sphagnumvsyerecorded.

1 Across theafforestedpeatland the water table was consistently at the surfaespite
the presenceof forestdrains.Thisisa positiveindicatorfor restorationgiventhe levelof
forestry modifications. Theris abundant sphagnum covevith cotton grassepresent
throughoutwhichwill actasaseedsourcefor the remainderof the restorationsite.

1 Previoudorestry modifications haveesultedin disturbance of the peatjoweverthis
canbe reversed usingtandard restoratiotechniquessuch as drain blocking, stump

flippingandground smoothing.Therestorationof thissitewouldbe straightforwardand
anyecologicatonstraintswill beidentifiedduringpre-operationaksurveys.

A further detailed survey will be undertaken to establish a detailed restoration plan for the
purpose of, and to meetthe requirements for, the grant application. This survey will be
undertaken once LMP approval for deforestation of the site has been granted.

The restoration of afforested peatland covers five management coupes: 73001, 73002, 73004,
73005, 73006.

73001 ¢ 2.19 Ha: removal of nenative conifers. Block of SP/BI to remain.
73002¢ 14.71 Ha: Removal of nemative natural regen.

73004 ¢ 9.92 Ha: removal of subompartments except 7391E.
73005¢ 18.84 Ha: removal of nenative conifers. Bck of SP/BI to remain.
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73006 ¢ 7.27 Ha: removal of natural reserve as interfering with wider hydrology

Restorations proposedover fivecoupes(73001,73002, 73004, 73005/3006),totalling
52.93Hawhichareto be conventionallyfelled,ormulched/felledto wastewheretimberisnot
recoverable. A combination of standametwetting techniqueswill beusedto re-instate the
natural water table across th&ite to ensureit is optimalfor appropriate bogregetation
recovery. A combiation of drain blocking, ground smoothing, apdtentially backfill trenches,
will be usedfollowingstandardtechniquesasdevelopedoyNature Sco{PeatlandActionFund)
and FLS. FLS haviagterm commitmentto the Scottish Government to reduGgiGscross
the National Forest Estate and tihe-wetting will befundedthrough the Scottish Government
ClimateCrisig-und.

The following restoration methods will be used:

1 Block aldrainsand,wherenecessaryploughfurrowsusingpeatdams orcomposite
dams todispersewater across thpeatland.

1 Undertakestumpflippingandgroundsmoothingacrossthe previouslyafforestedareato
un-modifythe pattern ofploughedridges and furrows. Ieft in situ, the plough/furrow
patternwill suppress the water table artkvelopmentof peatlandvegetation,andwill
promote regeneratiorof negativeindicators suctas nativeor non-nativetree species.

1 Where thereis suspected peat cracking)stallbackfill trenches to retain water osite.
BackKill trenchescounteractthe excessivéateralflow of waterwithin the peat, whichcan
resultfrom the ploughingand draining carried out during afforestation, and the
subsequendrying and suppressirgffect of the maturetreeson the peat and water
table.

1 Reprofilehaggso repairexcessiverosionof peatlandsandstop the developmenibf
artificialdrainscausedyy excessivavaterrun-off.

1 Monitor and remove any tree regeneration as this a negative indicatougasirable
vegetationonarecoveringdeeppeatland.

The delivery of ravetting operations will be undertaken within the new plan period and in line

with the UKFS and UKWAS standards. Monitoring of the site (vegetation quadrats) will take place
at year 5 following revetting. The renaining area of this forest block consists of organmeral

soils and will be planted with native broadleaves as an associated habitat of the peatland. Any
existing native trees on deep peat will be left on site. An evaluation of the restoration wotks wil

be completed and submitted to Scottish Forestry as part of the LMRtenid review.

EIA Determination Opinion
An EIA Screening Opinion Request form has been prepared and is included as Appendix XII.

126 | Heart of Scotland Land Managemeitan| G Walker|2022-2032



Forestry and
Land Scotland

Coilltearachd agus
Fearann Alba

Southrigg Bog Restoration Plan

Site Description

South Rigg forest block which consists largely of afforested peatland habitat. There is an open
area of lowland raised bog (Annex 1 habitat) surrounded by areas of afforested raised, flushed
blanket and basin bog (as pédret open habitats map). Due the open lowland raised bog habitat
and the hydrological connectivity of the surrounding afforested peatland, the area proposed for
restoration is classed as a Presumption to Restore within the FCS PracticeD8aidiag future
management options for afforested deep peatlard analysis of the currently available yield
class information is given in the next section.

Previous crop

An analysis of the yield class figures available for the areas proposed for restoration has been
undertaken using available data (the source and currency of the yield class figures is unknown).
The yield class data has been weighted by area to give an average figure across the proposed
peatland restoration area. The calculations existing open grountimibe proposed restoration
areas. The results of this analysis are given in the following table:

LMP Y.qQwtd
F t Block P I A h
orest Bloc roposal Phase rea (ha) Average))
Southrigg Fell (norestocking) | 1 45.28 10.61
Southrigg Fell (norestocking) | 3 10.3 8.00

FCS Practice Gui@eciding future management options for afforested deep peatladicates
that a threshold yield class of 8 for Sitka spruce (the current crop) is one consideration to aid
decision making as to whether or not to restore afforested arefgseatiand.

The Average yield class calculated for the Southrigg restoration areas is justover YC10, indicating
that the site may still have potential for producing a timber crop, but minimum ground
preparation would be unlikely to deliver YC8.

Otherfactors have been considered in the decision to deforest the site, relating to the evidence
on site and restrictions resulting from the currently waterlogged conditions which limits tree
growth and is severely restrictive in terms of management accesshighevater table is also
rendering the site prone to windblow. The site location in relation to adjacent areas of peatland
and wetland habitats has also been taken into account.
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Restoration proposal

The restoration of afforested peatlacovers three management coupes: 76001, 76003 and
76004. The proposed restoration areas cover in total 55.58 ha. Preliminary walkovers across the
areas of afforested deep peat were conducted by the local Peatland Restoration Forester,
Peatland Programmedrfester and Environmentteam on 05/05/21 and 10/11/21 to establish the
condition of the peatland, level of water table, vegetation indicator species, and connectivity and
extent of the bog. The walkover identified the main afforestation modifications aadibility of
restoration, confirming that full restoration will be possible. The main findings of the walkovers
were as follows:

1 Thesitewas mostlydeep peatwith associated habitats which indicates thats
hydrologicallyconnectedandpart of the lowlandraised bogd Annexl habitat) wherekey
bog indicators, such as Sphagnumvsyerecorded.

1 Across theafforestedpeatland the water table was consistently at the surfaespite
the presenceof forestdrains.Thisisa positiveindicatorfor restorationgiventhe levelof
forestry modifications. Theris abundant sphagnum covevith cotton grassegpresent
throughoutwhichwill actasaseedsourcefor the remainderof the restorationsite.

1 Previoudorestry modifications haveesultedin disturbance of the peatjoweverthis
canbereversed usingtandard restoratioriechniquessuch as drain blocking, stump
flippingandground smoothing.Therestorationof thissitewouldbe straightforwardand
anyecologicatonstraintswill beidentifiedduringpre-operationalsurveys.

A further detailed survey will be undertaken to establish a detailed restoration plan for the
purpose of, and to meetthe requirements for, the grant application. This survey will be
undertaken once LMP approviar deforestation of the site has been granted.

Restoration is proposed to be undertakenintwo separate phases over the next plan period, with
each area proposed to be to be conventionally felled, or mulched/felled to waste where timber
is not recoverat®. The following restoration methods will be used:

1 Block aldrainsand,wherenecessaryploughfurrowsusingpeatdams orcomposite
dams todispersewater across thpeatland.

1 Undertakestumpflippingandground smoothingacrossthe previouslyafforestedareato
un-modifythe pattern ofploughedridges and furrows. left in situ, the plough/furrow
patternwill suppress the water table amtkevelopmentof peatlandvegetation,andwill
promote regeneratiorof negativeindicatorssuch asative or non-nativetree species.

1 Where thereis suspected peat crackingstall backfill trenches to retain water osite.
Backfilltrenchescounteractthe excessivéateralflow of waterwithin the peat, whichcan
resultfromthe ploughinganddrainingcarriedout duringafforestation,andthe
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subsequent drying and suppressing effect of the mature trees on the peat and water
table.

1 Reprofilehaggo repairexcessiverosionof peatlandsandstopthe developmenif
artificialdrainscausedyy excessivavaterrun-off.

i Monitor and remove any tree regeneration as this a negative indicatowuauui@sirable
vegetationonarecoveringdeeppeatland.

The delivery of ravetting operations at South Rigg will be undertaken within the new plan
periodsubject to the wider FLS peatland programme. Monitoring of the site (using vegetation
guadrats) will take place at year 5 followingweetting. A combination of drain blocking, ground
smoothing, and potentially backfill trenches, will be used followingd#ad techniques as
developed by NatureScot (Peatland Action Fund) and FLS. FLS hawtearoogmmitment to

the Scottish Governmentto reduce GHGs across the National Forest Estate anaviiding

will be funded through the Scottish Government Clim@risis Fund.

EIA Determination Opinion
An EIA Screening Opinion Request form has been prepared and is included as Appendix XII.
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AppendixXll BogRestorationProposals; EIA
ScreenindRequest-Forms& RiskAssessment
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" Scottish
t' Forestry Environmental Impact Assessment

Coilltearachd v ..
’ na h-Alha Screening Opinion Request Form

Please complete this form to find out if you need consent from Scottish Forestry, under the
Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, to carry out
your proposed forestry project. Please refer to Schedule 2 Selection Criteria for Screening
Forestry Projects under Applying for an opinion. If you are not sure about what information to
include on this form please contact your local Conservancy office.

| Proposed Work

Please put a cross in the box to indicate the type of work you are proposing to carry out.
Give the area in hectares and where appropriate the percentage of conifers and
broadleaves
Proposed ot Area in % % Broad- | Proposed lect Area in
Work S€€C | nhectares | Conifer | leaves | work S€ECl| hectares
. Forest
Afforestation | [ roads |
. Forest
Deforestation | X 20.23 100 ity 1
Location of work Arns/Fannyside

| Description of Forestry Project and Location

Provide details of the forestry project (size, design, use of natural resources such as soil,
and the cumulative effect if relevant).

Please attach map(s) showing the boundary of the proposed work and other known details.
The proposed works involve the deforestation on existing areas of woodland for the
purpose of restoration of these to peatland habitat. The area of felling indicated represents
the woodland area proposed for felling but excludes existing areas of open ground which
forms part of the proposed restoration area. In total 52.93ha have been identified as the
potential restoration area, much of which is currently open ground.

The proposed restoration builds on and will extend previous peat restoration works on
adjacent areas within the Arns/Fannyside Forest Block, and links to areas of SSS| and
SPA designated areas consisting of peat bog habitat.

Peatland restoration proposals are set out in Appendix 3 of the LMP. Maps showing the
location of the proposed areas for peatland restoration are included in the Land

Management Plan (see Map 13A)

Provide details on the existing land use and the environmental sensitivity of the area that is
likely to be affected by the forestry project.
The areas proposed for tree removals are deep peat habitats. The areas have been

classed as a Presumption to Restore within the FCS Practice Guide "Deciding future
management options for afforested deep peatland" (FCS 2015)

Description of Likely Significant Effects

Provide details on any likely significant effects that the project will have on the environment
(resulting from the project itself or the use of natural resources) and the extent of the
information available to assist you with this assessment.

Restoration of these areas to peatland will restore areas of sensitive peatland habitat with
additional benefits relating to improved water quality and carbon sequestration. The areas

Scottish Forestry isan agency of Scottish Government = Scottish Govern‘ment
Riaghaltas na h-Alba
. | govscot
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Scottish

Forestry Environmental Impact Assessment
Coilltearachd

’ na h-Alba Screening Opinion Request Form

have been damaged by ground preparation works but have remained poorly drained with
waterlogging occurring and adversely affecting the established trees.

Include details of any consultees or stakeholders that you have contacted in order to make
this assessment. Please include any relevant correspondence you have received from

them.

The Land Management Plan for the Heart of Scotland Forest, which Arns/Fannyside forms
part of, sets out the proposals for peatland restoration of the sites identified at Arns.
Consultation has been carried out internally within the FLS environment, planning, visitor
services, forest stewardship, and harvesting teams as part of the Land Management Plan
preparation process. Additionally discussions regarding the restoration proposals have
been undertaken with NatureScot and the Peatland Action Team.

Mitigation of Likely Significant Effects
If you believe there are likely significant effects that the project will have on the
environment, provide information on the opportunities you have taken to mitigate these
effects.

Removal of tree growth from the proposed areas will initially impact on water retention, but
blockage of drainage channels is proposed following felling works which will hold water
within the site and manage water table levels, resulting in a net slowing of surface water
run-off from the area.

Sensitive Areas

Please indicate if any of the proposed forestry project is within a sensitive area.
Choose the sensitive area from the drop down below and give the area of the proposal
within it.
Sensitive Area Area
Deep peat soll 52.93 ha
Select...
Select...
Select...
Select. ..
Property Name: Arns/Fannyside
Business Reference Main Location
Number: Code:
Grid Reference: Nearest town
(e.g. NH 234 567) NS 819 751 or locality: Cumbernauld
Local Authority: North Lanarkshire

| Owner’s Details
Title: Mrs Forename: | Carol
Surname: McGinnes
Organisation: FLS Position: | Regional Manager
Primary Contact 0131 370 5622 Alternative Contact | 07917271577
Number: Number:
Email: | carol. mcginnes @forestryandland.gov.scot

Page 2
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Scottish
“b Forestry Environmental Impact Assessment
‘\‘ Coilltearachd . ..
Rl Screening Opinion Request Form
Address: | Five Sisters House, Five Sisters Business Park,
West Calder, West Lothian
Postcode: | EH55 8PN Country: | Scotland
Is this the correspondence address? Yes
Agent's Details
Title: Mrs Forename: [ Yvonne
Surname: Grieve
Organisation: FLS Position: | Operations Manager
Primary Contact 0300 067 6735 Alternative Contact | 07769 725691
Number: Number:
Email: Yvonne.Grieve@forestryandland.gov.scot
Address: Forestry and Land Scotland, Central Region, Five Sisters House,
Five Sisters Business Park, West Calder, West Lothian.
Postcode: | EH55 8PN Country: | Scotland
Is this the correspondence address? Yes

| Office Use Only
5LS Ref number:

Page 3
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Coilltearachd . -
nglh_ §?bzc Screening Opinion Request Form

4

" Scottish
i’ Forestry Environmental Impact Assessment

Please complete this form to find out if you need consent from Scottish Forestry, under the
Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, to carry out
your proposed forestry project. Please refer to Schedule 2 Selection Criteria for Screening
Forestry Projects under Applying for an opinion. If you are not sure about what information to
include on this form please contact your local Conservancy office.

| Proposed Work

Please put a cross in the box to indicate the type of work you are proposing to carry out.
Give the area in hectares and where appropriate the percentage of conifers and
broadleaves
Proposed lect Area in % % Broad- | Proposed ot Area in
Work S€eCl| hectares | Conifer| leaves | work S€leCl| hectares
. Forest
Afforestation | [ roads O
. Forest
Deforestation | X 55.58 100 ity O
Location of work Southrigg

| Description of Forestry Project and Location

Provide details of the forestry project (size, design, use of natural resources such as soil,

and the cumulative effect if relevant).

Please attach map(s) showing the boundary of the proposed work and other known details.
The proposed works involve the deforestation on existing areas of woodland for the purpose
of restoration of these to peatland habitat.

In deciding whether to restore the site or maintain as forest an assessment of the following
was made:

soil type.

sub-compartment yield class data.

site observation of current growth rates and yield class

forest research ecological site classification models for the site.
presence of Annex 1 peat bog habita

Two areas are proposed for peatland restoration to be undertaken in different Phases of the
LMP. These areas are not hydrologically linked, but both form part of a larger peatland units
in the locality. Due the open lowland raised bog habitat and the hydrological connectivity of
the surrounding afforested peatland, the area proposed for restoration is classed as a
Presumption to Restore within the FCS Practice Guide "Deciding future management options
for afforested deep peatland".

The larger of the two areas extends to 46.03ha with 45.28 ha of woodland clearance
proposed. Restoration of this area is proposed to be undertaken in Phase one of the LMP.

The second small area extends to 13.00ha, with 10.3ha of woodland proposed for clearance.
This section of restoration works is proposed for Phase 3 of the LMP.

The area of felling indicated represents the woodland area proposed for felling, but excludes
existing areas of open ground which forms part of the proposed restoration area.
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