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Parallel Roads of Lochaber - Mucomir - Designated Site Management Plan

Designated Sites covered by this plan
	Designated
Site Name
	Site Code
	Site Type
	Total Area of Designated Site (ha)
	Area within this LMP (ha)
	% in this LMP
	% on NFE

	Parallel Roads of Lochaber 
	1272
	SSSI
	14496.39
	119.65
	0.83
	14.45



Aims and Objectives
Parallel Roads of Lochaber SSSI (Mucomir)
To protect the key features of the Parallel Roads of Lochaber SSSI that are located within the Mucomir Forest Block and maintain these features in favourable condition.

Felling of mature commercial conifers, and associated peatland restoration, within the designated area provides opportunities for improved mapping and identification of designated geological features. Due to the nature of the forest to bog restoration being exclusively targeted in areas of deep peat, designated geological features will be avoided.

Features on NFE and condition tables
Parallel Roads of Lochaber
	Site Type
	Feature description
	Feature category
	SCM Condition (date assessed)
	Condition on NFE

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
	Earth Sciences
	Favourable Maintained (2022)
	Favourable Maintained (2022)

	SSSI
	Quaternary of Scotland
	Earth Sciences
	Partially destroyed (2022)
	Partially destroyed (2022)




Pressures and proposed actions
Parallel Roads of Lochaber
	Site Type
	Feature description
	Pressures
	Proposed action
	Timescale
	Map highlighting work & other key limiting factors

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
Quaternary of Scotland
	Dumping, spreading or discharge of any materials
	Spoil generated during road / track construction to be placed in identified locations agreed, through planning consent or with NatureScot.
	By agreement
	Other key features – priority open habitats, riparian zones etc. to be avoided

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
Quaternary of Scotland
	Extraction of minerals including sand and gravel, topsoil or sub-soil
	No quarries to be opened within vicinity of key designated features. Construction materials gained off-site where possible.
	By agreement
	

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
Quaternary of Scotland
	Construction, removal or destruction of tracks, walls, fences, hardstands, banks, ditches or other earthworks, or the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables, above or below ground
	Roads, tracks to be sited away from Parallel Road key designated features wherever possible in locations agreed through planning consent or with NatureScot.
All heritage and natural features to be undisturbed excepting identified road lines.
	By agreement
	Other key features – priority open habitats, riparian zones etc. to be avoided

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
Quaternary of Scotland
	Forestry operations – harvesting
	Harvesting operations to use temporary brash mat forwarder tracks where possible. Timber stacks located away from key designated features, in identified, agreed locations. Harvesting in vicinity of key designated features to avoid heavy rainfall periods.
	By agreement
	Access, watercourses and ground conditions may be limiting factors

	SSSI
	Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland
Quaternary of Scotland
	Forestry operations – ground preparation, peatland restoration
	Minimum ground preparation to achieve successful establishment. Mounding and peatland restoration operations to be avoided in vicinity of key designated features.
	By agreement
	








Operations within the LMP that could impact on the designated features on the NFE
Parallel Roads of Lochaber
	Operation Type
	Detailed description of operation and method
	Mitigation measures to be applied
	Timing
	Map reference & other relevant comments


	Clear felling

	P1 and 2 Coupes:

33165 (P1)
33167 (P2)
	Harvesting operations will go through the FLS work plan system. Environment team will check for key features prior to commencement of operations.  Brash mats will be monitored and maintained throughout operations then reinstated after completion. Contract specification will highlight requirement to maintain mats adequately and reinstate; avoid timber stacks etc. in the vicinity of key designated features and to protect these during all operations.

Forests and Water Guidelines will be applied.
	

2026/27
2033/34
	

	ATV track construction
	No strategic ATV tracks planned. Any requirement for tracks within coupes will be decided on following clear fell. 
	ATV routes will avoid the Parallel road key designated features where possible and all operations will be planned to avoid proximity to these. Agreed locations will be identified for temporary spoil heaps. FLS Environment team will check proposed track route prior to works commencing. Contract specification will highlight the key designated features. NatureScot will be consulted if tracks are required and necessary planning approvals / EIA determinations will be sought.

Forests and Water Guidelines will be applied.
	To be decided following clear fell, if required
	

	Restocking
	Coupe 33165 – 23.76 ha SS; 5.79 ha SP; 7.95 ha NBLs; 40.7 ha open
Coupe 33167 – 17.22 ha SS; 5.94 ha NBLs; 11.61 ha open
Planting with some natural regeneration of NBls
	Ground preparation will be minimised as far as possible in vicinity of the key designated features. Mounding to be avoided near key designated features.

Forests and Water Guidelines will be applied.
	2030 (33165) and 2037 (33167)
	

	Forest to bog Peatland restoration
	Ditch blocking, stump flipping/ground smoothing within and outside the designated area. Previously ploughed and planted areas will be re-wetted and restored to functioning bog habitat.
Operations will be carried out by specialist contractors using wide-tracked, low ground pressure machinery.
	Peatland restoration operations will go through the FLS work plan system. Environment team will check for key designated features prior to commencement of operations.  Peat depth surveys will be conducted to inform appropriate management prescriptions. Groundworks will be avoided as far as possible in the vicinity of key designated features. UK Forestry Standard: Forest and water guidelines and “FCPG25 – Managing Forest operations to protect the water environment” best practice will be strictly followed to ensure no sediment enters nearby watercourses.

	Following felling
	TBC- as per Restock map
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