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Concept 
Habitat e nhanc e m e nt through incre ase  native  wood land fringe , the
m ainte nanc e  of curre nt ope n spac e  on hill tops and re stoc k
spe c ie s d ive rsity are  prioritie s.
  
Analysis
Consid e rations for blac k grouse  habitat in the  Tairlaw are a will 
provid e  links to populations south of the  bloc k e xte nd ing in to the  
Galloway Fore st P ark, and will he lp m aintain the  pre se nt spe c ie s range .

Biodiversity Enhancement
Concept:
Im prove  fore st structure  and visual se tting through the  use  of 
appropriate  Low Im pact Silvicultural Syste m s (LISS) and incre ase
spe c ie s d ive rsity, to im prove  habitat c onne c tivity through the
bloc k.
Analysis: 
Opportunitie s to thin the  wood land and e nhanc e  riparian zone s,
m aintaining positive  landscape  vie ws, both e xte rnally and inte rnally.
The re  are  options in this are a to incre ase  spe c ie s d ive rsity and to 
m ove  away from  the  m ainly Sitka Spruc e  plantation due  to the  m ore
fe rtile  soil type s and le ss e xpose d gullie s. 

Core Production
Concept: 
Ensure  sustainable  tim be r production from  the  bloc k with a
plantation that is pre d om inantly upland Sitka Spruc e  and m ixe d  
c onife r spe c ie s with m ixe d  broad le ave s. Continue  to m aintain
infrastructure  for future  ope rations.
Analysis:
De pe nd ing on spe c ific  site  obje c tive s the  m ajority of this are a will
be  m anage d  through c om m e rc ial c le arfe ll and re stoc k fore stry with
som e  broad le af are as.  The re  is a good fore st road ne twork, whic h
will ne e d  to be  m aintaine d . Opportunitie s to thin crops, e xte nd
rotation le ngth and re duc e  c oupe  size  m ay be  lim ite d  by e xpose d
site  type s in this are a.

Landscape  & Alte rnative  Silviculture
Conc e pt:
Incre ase  the  are a within the  fore st bloc k whic h is part of the
re gional thinning program m e  to m aintain se tting in the  landscape ,
e nhanc e  tim be r q uality, im prove  fore st structure  and fore st
re silie nc e . Enhanc e  fore st road infrastructure  to fac ilitate
ope rations.
Analysis:
De sign appropriate  are as of m inim um  inte rve ntion, long-te rm
re te ntion and low inte nsity Continuous Cove r Fore st are as to
d e ve lop the  fore st use r e xpe rie nc e  along the  public  road, the
im pact on the  loc al landscape  vie ws and to provid e  pe rm ane nt tre e
c ove r for im portant UK Biod ive rsity Action P lan (UKBAP ) spe c ie s.

Loc h Bradan Re se rvoir
Concept:
P rote c t the  Drinking Wate r P rote c te d  Are as of Loc h Bradan
Re se rvoir and Tairlaw Burn as drinking wate r supply sourc e s.
Fore st d e sign to m aintain positive  e ffe c ts on the  Wate r of Girvan
catc hm e nt to e nsure  c ontinue d  wate r q uality while  also supporting
flood  risk m anage m e nt. 
Analysis:
Im prove  q uality of wate r catc hm e nt through spe c ie s d ive rsity, with
the  foc us on e stablishm e nt of broad le ave d  spe c ie s and incre ase d
ope n spac e , inc lud ing the im ple m e nting rive r basin
m anage m e nt along riparian zone s and re tain a m ixe d  broad le ave d  
with m inor c onife r spe c ie s buffe r zone  along the  loc h shore .

Wate r Quality and Am e nity
Concept:
Maintain and e nhanc e  positive  e ffe c ts on wate r bod ie s to e nsure
c ontinue d  wate r q uality while  also supporting aq uatic e c osyste m s, 
to support habitats of priority UKBAP  spe c ie s suc h as Atlantic 
Salm on, Otte r and Wate r Vole . P rovid e  a varie d  wood land 
e xpe rie nc e  for fore st use rs e nsuringc ontinue d  use  of the  fore st 
und e r Sc otland ’s Outd oor Ac c e ss Cod e .
Analysis:
Re stoc k d e sign to foc us on e stablishm e nt of broad le ave d  spe c ie s 
and incre ase d ope n spac e , inc lud ing the  linking of riparian zone s 
along e xte nsive  wate rc ourse s. Targe ting a pe rm ane nt m atrix of 
ope n spac e  and native  broad le ave d  e stablishm e nt. Re tain ac c e ss 
along fore st roads for walking, c yc ling and horse -rid ing. Continue
spe c ie s d ive rsific ation, whe re  appropriate , to e nric h the  fore st use r 
e xpe rie nc e  and visual am e nity from  the  Carric k Fore st Drive .


