
Opportunities
Possible option to relocate path across field
to follow along side the cemtery boundary wall
and enter forest into new area of open space
forming a Welcome Zone. Opportunity to plant
beech to help prevent the spread of rhododendron.

Constraints
Path rerouting requires agreement from neighbour.
Open area will need to be managed to keep open.
Underground oil pipeline and overhead powerline
in  this area.  Rhododendron is also encroaching
into this area and will require control measures.

Opportunities
New area of open space to form Welcome
Zone can be created at forest entrance.
Trails can be reviewed in association with
new forest design, which will increase the
amount of open space and establish open
sightlines for bikers.

Constraints
Access route crosses farmalnd with livestock, gates
and cattle grids.  Public road is subject to haulage
restrictions.  Pedestrian access across Crosshill Loch
weir is deemed unsafe.  Other predestrian routes
cross farmland

Access

Eastern Access

Peatland restoration

Opportunities
Peat depths and poor crop growth/potential
indicate peatland restoration required.  Carbon
storage through peatland restoration will help
offset the effects of Climate Change.

Constraints
Remaining conifers being mulched.  Access
for machinery is challenging.  Partly falls within
Crosshill Loch catchment.

Crosshill Loch water supply

Opportunities
Future forest design can bring greater resilience
to climate change, reducing erosion and spate
events; removing risks associated with clearfell
silvicultural systems and reducing acidification
of watercourses.

Constraints
Overall reduction in canopy cover, including
complete short-term loss could increase erosion
and spate events.

Upland heathland priority habitat

Opportunities
Conifer removal allows expansion and consolidation of
areas of Upland heathland.  Potential benefits for
Black grouse.

Constraints
Conifer regeneration will need to be controlled.

Future forest design

Opportunities
Future forest design will improve on the current
commecial forest design, increasing diversity and
resilience, reducing or removing the need for
siginficant felling interventions and improving
the visual appearance of the forest.

Constraints
Likely to be more challenging and expense to
establish.  The forest will no longer have a
commercial role with associated loss of revenue.

Map 4.2 Opportunities and
              Constraints
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