Forestry ond
Land Scotland

Coillteorachd agus
Fearann Alba

LESMAHAGOW FOREST
Land Management Plan 2023-33

MAP 7A - BROCKETSBRAE

Legend
Concepts

Lesmahagow Forest Block
Watercourse

Scale @ A3: 1:12,500 Waterbody

Date: 27/06/2022

Scottish
Forestry

Coilltearachd
na h-Alba

LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN
Map relevant to: Lesmahagow
Ref. No: 032/23/02

Map: 7A Brocketsbrae Concepts

Owner/Lessee

Signature

Date

On behalf of Scottish Forestry

0 100 200 300 400 S500m
e e

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
© Crown copyright and database right 2021. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence Number 100024925.

Scotland’s National >
Forest Estate is
responsibly managed

to the UK Woodland
Assurance Standard.

1
Signature
Date 09 May 2023

Brocketsbrae sits above the village of
Lesmahagow and is located on the lower
slopes of Dillar Hill.

The site is visually prominent and more
exposed than other areas of Lesmahagow
Forest. Planted areas consist of coniferous
blocks with broadleaf planting on visible

’ " edges and watercourses.
Mature trees are gradually senescing. 8

Those adjacent to access routes will
require regular inspection to maintain site
safety.

Carry out annual tree safety inspections
along paths and site boundaries and carry
out arboricultural treatments where
hazards are identified.

An area of land has been given over to thelocal
community for use as garden allotments.

The field on the western edge of the site is also
used as a venue for the local agricultural show.

Continue to work with the local community.
Consideration over the future use of the fields
providing the venue for the agricultural show is
ongoing, but is likely to remain in use until a
suitable alternative venue can be identified.

-

FLS is also working with a community orchard
project at Brocketsbrae. The orchard has been
established with cherry and apple trees, with the
community group active in maintaining the site.

| Continue liaison work with the local community.
A S IR . -

Areas of open ground with little
biodiversity interest are present and
unmanaged.

Opportunity for woodland creation in the
form of new native woodland along the

‘ Larch is a component of the mixed conifer
edge of the River Nethan. P!

planting, and is proposed for early
removal as part of FLS's control policy for

An area of land has been given over to
Phytophora ramorum.

Forest Research who run trials in'the field,
currently involving aspen. Early thinning of the conifer groups will
require provision of management access

into the area.

Forest Research to continue operations
species trials and other research in this
area.
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There are many former field access gates leading g - A ) ©On behalf of Scottish Forestry
into the Forest area, although most are \
p unsuitable for safe use under present traffic Ay ; \

Areas of land along the River conditions, and many have fallen into dis-use. . / W \ Si t / \)O
Nethan are currently let for grazing. \ Key access points for management are required to 74 \ ' D\gna ure 09 May 2023
The grazing fand occupies the flood be identified and upgraded for safe use in future 2 ‘ ‘ ate ay
plan of the river and has a : 8| vears to accommodate management access for
potentiafly high biodiversity value as & operational purposes.
riparian n.aflve woodland. \ e T
Opportunities to expand woodland 7
along the river valley through a
change of land use.

Scottish Power operate a large substation within
the Forest with a number of distribution lines
serving the installation. A new substation and
transmission line are proposed in the area which
may impact on some of the planted areas.

Determine the development requirements for the
new services and substation and assess impacts.

Coalburn Moss SSSI/SAC is a natioanlly
importantfeature within the Forest The site is
Lowland raised bog habitat and is currently in 3
favourable condition, with recent restoration
works carried out on part of the site to manage
water levels across the site.

The SSSI is managed under a management plan
{steered by NatureScot. Currently the plan is
lundergoing review and current management

Groups of native woodland planting have lconsists of low intensity grazing under a lease.

been established on the fringes of the SSSI
area on areas of lagg habitat.

Native woodland areas have a low potential

for. fimber production, particularly when

considered against ‘access limitations in the

areas fringing Bog habitat, and are likely to

managed under a minimal intervention

regime.
There 3re a number of agricultural leases
operating on FLS land. Some areas have been
subject to encroachment in terms of
unauthorised cropping and grazing activity, and
through uncontrolled stock getting access to
woodland areas.

Areas of encroachment need to be policed and

monitored. Potentia! for further woodland

creation to remove opportunities for

encroachment.

Wide rides planned at the time of planting
serve the Forest area in terms of an access
network. Many rides also have been left open
to accommodate servicelines which cross the
site.

Management access will be required over the
period of this plan. Key routes providing for
future manage operations need to be identified
and where required upgraded to provide
suitable access.
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Areas of land have fallen out of
agricultural lease

Opportunity for woodland creation

Chalara ash dieback {CAD) is monitored within the
Forest. Monitoring reports indicatea steady increase in
the impacts of the disease. Ash has been included as a
component of many of the troadleaf mixes within the
forest.

Thinning to remove affected trees will for the most part®
have little imipact on the striicture of most broadleaf
areas, acting as an early thinning. The planting is
intimately mixed either as small species groups or with
species planted discontinuous lines as a mix.

Areas of parkland are let for grazing and
managed with parkland trees in enclosures.

Opportunity for further successional parkland
tree planting.

The land at Auchilochan and other

L parts of the forest fringes minor
Some areas of productive broad!eaf planting have : roads with associated hedging and
a relatively high proportion of ash, and the / il N fee avepees:
impacts of CAD is visually evident within these | Slgesaxiagll Management of roadside trees to
areas. ‘ - oS = monitor condition, and the

l| Thinning to remove those trees most affected by K e " maintenance of roadside corridors

the disease is likely to leave gaps requiring oo < \ through seasonal hedge trimming is
replacement planting. 7 built into the work programming.

The upper valley slopes of the River
Nethan comprise of fertile and well
drained soils.
Favourable soils are reflected by the
diversity in species within the planting mixes
The River Nethan is a key feature within the
Auchlochan block, with the woodland areas
occupying the sides and upper slopes of the
river valley.
Areas of mature semi-natural ancient woodland
a PAWS sites are identified with the river valley
and contribute to the high conservation value of
the site.

Most of the. planting in Lesmahagow Forest was
implemented in 2012:and has established well. Originally
deer fenced for protection, the fences have largely been
removed.

Deer management remains a requirement within the
forestiarea, and will be of increased importance when
replacement planting and restocking operationsiare
scheduled following felting/thinning operations.
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Various areas of mature mixed conifers in the

eastern part of the site have reathed maturity
and are starting to suffer wind damage. tarch

trees form part of the woodland composition

and would have been targeted for felling.

The felling of these mature conifer areas is
proposed, with the felling proposed to be carried
out as a singlr coupe to minimise disruption and
maximise efficiency.

Areas of mixed native mainly pioneer
woodland have been established to the west
to the Braehead site on areas reclaimed from
coal workings
The groups of planting have established welil,
but will be of little productive value in the
longer-term and be managed more for amenity
and biodiversity objectives.

As with other parts of the forest, an
hereh v li d i infrastructure of rides were planned at
'tl'here ', cdurrefnty t:mte .”access tc: establishment stage to provide for future

£ R R B management needs.

Coalburn, A recent footpath was \ n : L 3 4
constructed by the locai community ; Felling and thinning operations are likely to
to link from the village to the Areas of poorly performing ‘ St :E";U"'e:he t;pgtradmgofsor:etofhthendg netv;ork
windfarm coad network to the mixed conifer planting A ;0’95 roads to accommodate harvesting an
south, (including larch) were inherited A : extraction.
Potential to expand on the access at purchase and have been
network in future years and identified as being planted on
facilitate access for local people to deep peat soils. The ptanted
visit the Braehead woods areas are located adjacent to

other areas of peatland habitat. o el TR T T

pine has regenerated with 3
mixed broadleaves of mainly
Felling of these areas is proposed native composition. Fallen dead
with no restocking. The areas offe timber and remnant mature
future potential for restoration to trees have formed a
lowland raised bog. M multi-storied woodland
structure with 3 high biodiversity
value,

Originally idntified for felling under
the previous plan, it is proposed
that this area is managed.under a
minimum intervention regime as
an area of Natural Reserve
woodland.
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