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Woodland Management in Visitor Zones
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Visitor Zones have been identified in areas where FLS encourage and manage
access or where the woodland managed by FLS interacts with popular visitor
sites or access routes. They are identified on this map as 'Interactive Zones'
located along well-used path networks and extend ~15 metres on both sides of
the path (Total ~30 metres wide). In these zones, single trees or small groups of
trees will be removed when necessary to protect facilities, infrastructure and
trails, or to enhance the setting of features, or maintain existing views.
Woodland in these zones will also be thinned, or trees re-spaced, for safety
reasons (including to increase visibility to ensure that sites are welcoming and
feel safe) and where it is necessary to enhance the experience of the forest
setting, through the development of large trees, or preferential removal of trees
to favour a particular species.

This map also identifies woodland further away from well-used path networks
that provides a mid-ground setting and we may thin these stands for amenity
purposes where resources allow. They are coloured green on the map and also
shown in the 10 year thinning plan.

Woodland Management in Visitor Zones

Long distance path into Merkins
from the north via John Muir Way

and associated core path.

Open water bodies within and bordering the
plan provide an attractive setting for visitors
and have many bankside trails. They support
a range of informal activities including fishing

clubs and outdoor education.

Core path access from the
west through Lang Craigs

Woodland Trust site.

In addition to paths shown on this map
there are hundreds of informal desire

lines that evolve as visitors explore
different parts of the forest.

Long distance core path
to Duncolm hill, the
highest point in plan
with excellent views

across the Kilpatrick Hills.

Eastern access follows the John
Muir Way passing Edenmill Farm

and then to a circular walk around
Burncrooks reservoir.

Eastern access leads to
central areas of

Auchineden plantation
with multiple long

distance route options.

High usage core path access from
the south follows a steep a track

up the Kilpatrick Braes with multiple
route options at the top of the braes.

High usage core path access from
the south with multiple route options

at the Reservoirs.

The John Muir Way travels
northwards into Merkins Plantation,

a quieter part of the plan with
attractive views northwards to

Loch Lomond National Park.


