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Proposed felling areas are for access to
the larch required to be removed due to 
the tree diesease Phytophthora Ramorum.

Natural reserve area will be left untouched
leaving the area to ecological processes - 
exceptions will be removal of exotic conifers
and safety to the general public

Responsible visitors will be welcome to the forest
- tracks will be kept open for safe access
- a mix of woodland types will provide interest
- Core Path network to the open hill and Goat Fell

Continue public access links 
with NTS Brodick Castle walks.

Successional habitat management
after clearfelling with conifer regeneration.
Create a softer more transitional
forest edge linking into the open hill,
(Special Protection Area),
thus reducing the hard edge 
effect of plantation forestry

PAWS restoration within the Gardens 
and  Landscape Policy woodlands. 
Prefered establishment of broadleaf 
tree species but appropriate conifer
species would be accepted.

All remiaing larch will be felled in line with 
current Statutory Plant Health Notice
STH21_0686-0691_0894-0895 Merkland

Low Impact Management Approaches 
(LIMA) for the lower slopes and around 
the neighbouring boundary of Brodick Castle. 

Growing conditions in the forest are very 
good for producing high quality timber.
A mix of Conifer species will be planted 
to add diversity and resilience. 

Maintain current broadleaf areas 
within PAWS, and expand broadleaf 
areas adjacent to the PAWS and 
riparian zones along watercourses.

Long Term Retention of current
tree species along the boundary edge

Increase area of native Broadleaf 
throughtout plan area for added 
biodiversity,targetting a permanent 
BL woodland infrastructure along 
riparian zones and upper margins;
to cooperate with NTS to build their 
Glenrosa / Glenshant Hill woodland vision.

Merkland Land Management Plan 2023 - 2033
The main objectives for this plan are:
1) Tree Health - Removal of all Larch due to infection of Phytophthora ramorum, and help reduce the spread of the disease.
2) Landscape / Visitor experience - Integrate FLS and NTS and reinforce the Gardens and Designed Lanscape.
3) Native Woodland - restoration and enhancement of ancient woodland sites and connectivity with the wider woodland habitat network.
4) Management of natural regeneration and create a transition zone between forest and open hill,

Corrie face - 
Integrate replanting with the moorland
and restructure coupe shapes to better
fit the landform below Moal Donn


