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Private residence and water supply - 
requires a buffer around 
the property and access through
forest from Wester Galcantray at all times.

Forest roads are actively used by locals and 
the public for access without restrictions 
- Harvesting/management operations 
must be planned and delivered to account for this. 

Scots Pine planted on neighbouring 
moorland on dry knolls will increase 
shelter to southern boundary over time.

Too exposed to carry out further thinning on existing mature crop - 
plan future felling and restock to enable thinning of future crop.

Remove non-native species 
from riparian zones.

Ruallan is isolated from rest of block with restrictive
access which makes land management difficult
- Consider selling in future but plan for ongoing management.

Assich and neighbouring forests create 
a contiguous woodland network
- Explore management options that 
work with the neighbours.Legend
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Retain and expand open areas with juniper 
and natural regeneration to create native woodland corridors.
Remove non-natives.

Main forest access

Assich is within Low Priority policy zone
for Phytopthora ramorum on Larch
- retain and allow natural regen where 
easily accessible for future management 
to increase species diversity on site.

Mature trees on adjacent ground along burniside/ forest edge
 - these will be prone to windblow during felling of adjacent
 coupes causing damage to boundary fence. 
Liaise with neighbour to avoid issues.

Informal path along burnside/ forest boundary - expolore options to form a short circuit.

Good access via consultation and agreed timber routes 
ensures a reliable supply of timber to local markets

Assich Soils and climatic conditions are suitable for productivel forestry and good silvicultural practices. 
- Thinning and CCF to continue where possible to retain woodland cover and provide more diverse 
species and age structure. Due to the speed of growth, a thinning programme needs to be
 established early in the future crops.

Failed strip felling system to be restocked and adjacent 
coupes felled. Strip felling system to be established with future crop.

Private water supply
- protect during operations and provide 
suitable buffer at restock.

Existing internal forest roads 
provide good acces to all stands. 
No further roads required and material
for upgrading can be taken from quarry on site

Protect internal watercourses during felling and thinning 
operations. Provide a buffer of native trees at restock
 to ensure protection of watercourses in the future.

Private water supply
- protect during operations and provide 
suitable buffer at restock.
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Important public road. Need to plan operations 
and future management to avoid impacts.

Good fertile soils result in gorse regeneration along tracks and
restock sites - carry out clearance to enable deer control, particularly on restock sites

FR experiment plots have gone beyone Max MAI
and are becoming windblown - FR approval has 
been given to clearfell these.

Neighbouring forests create 
a contiguous woodland network.Explore 
options that work with the neighbours 
where possible

Legend
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Recycling centre - opportunities to extract 
timber from steep slope via neighbouring ground

Even aged SS with deep trench mounding in exitsing coupes 
has prevented thinning - Diversify age and species structure
through phased felling and species selection at restock. 
Ensure ground is prepared at restock to enable future
 thinning and 1st thin is undertaken early due to good soil conditions.

Good access via consultation and agreed timber routes 
ensures a reliable supply of timber to local markets

Network of unofficial mountain bike trails on slope within forest
- ensure appropriate signage in place prior to thinning and felling 

NS seed trees identified - retain but crown thinning not possible due to crop instability. 

Laiken is within Low Priority policy zone
for Phytopthora ramorum on Larch
- retain and allow natural regen 
where easily accessible for future 
management. This will increase 
species diversity on site.

Water pipe provides water supply to 
neighbours to the north of forest block
- protect pipe and source point during operations. 
Provide a buffer of native trees around the source
point during future restocking to protect the water tank.

Existing internal forest roads 
provide good acces to all stands. 
No further roads required.

Laiken Soils and climatic conditions are suitable for productive forestry and good silvicultural practices. 
- Thinning and CCF to continue where possible to retain woodland cover and provide more diverse species and age structure. 
Due to the speed of growth, a thinning programme needs to be established early in the future crops.

Protect internal watercourses and the Auldearn Burn
 during felling/ thinning operations. Provide a buffer
at restock to ensure protection of watercourse
s in the future.
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Provide a sustainable forest ecosystem with high biodiversity value-
Fell existing non-native trees and restock with native broadleaves.
This will remove the need to access steep ground in the
 future and will also support and enhance area of PAWS 
and designated sites downstream on River Findhorn.

Scottish Water supply point. 
Buffer required when thinning

Windfarm proposed on neighbouring  
open moorland to the south

Capercaillie observed on site but no leking sites.
Continue to manage SP to support suitable habitats.
Deer fences have been removed in the past to
allow for their return which makes deer management more difficult -
Work with neighbours to manage shared deer popultaion
and ensure access is provided for deer management,
particularly on restock sites.

Thinned Scots pine forest on neighbouring ground create 
a contiguous woodland network. Explore options that
work with the neighbours where possible.

Legend
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Protect Scots pine forest bog habitat.

Areas of planted deep peat - monitor condition 
of trees at MTR and review whether to retain trees 
or fell early to allow restoration of deep peat.

Deep peat planted with SS/SP - monitor condition 
of trees & decide whether to retain trees or fell 
early to allow restoration of deep peat at MTR.

Remove non-native species 
from riparian zones.

Existing internal forest roads 
provide good acces to all stands 
but some surface upgrading required.
Ensure this is programmed to avoid 
delays to operations.

Ferness is within Low Priority policy zone
for Phytopthora ramorum on Larch
- retain and allow natural regen where it is
easily accessible for future management to 
increase species diversity on site.

Ferness Soils and climatic conditions are suitable for commercial forestry and good silvicultural practices - 
Thinning and CCF to continue where possible to retain woodland cover and provide more diverse species 
and age structure. Establish thinning  programme early due to speed of tree growth in order to avoid missing the1st thin.

Retain mature trees particularly SP  to provide 
suitable habitat for raptors, squirrels, wood ants.

Protect internal watercourses during felling/ thinning operations. 
Provide a buffer of native trees at restock to ensure protection
of watercourses in the future.

Area is too small for strip felling system and species mix
and soils will make crop susceptible to windblow if thinned
- phased clearfell of smaller coupes will maintain cover 
and age structure over time whilst maintaing suitable 
habitat for wood ants. 

Good access via consultation and agreed timber routes 
ensures a reliable supply of timber to local markets

Highly visible slope from road
- ensure phasing and restock 
minimises impacts

Protect water supply points during operations 
and restock with native species to provide 
a buffer of native species in the future.
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