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1. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ  

1.1 [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

The Dallas Land Management Plan (LMP) comprises of four forestry blocks, the Hill of the Wangie, Gallow Hill, Hillockhead and Mill Buie, covering 
577 hectares (ha) Figure 1.  
 
The adjacent village, Dallas is less than 2 km from the main entrance of the Hill of the Wangie, a popular location for downhill mountain biking. 
Forres, the nearest town, is approximately 10 kilometres (km) north-west of Dallas. 
 

 

Figure 1: Dallas forest block locations. 

1.2 /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

The management of the woodland is certified and at all times adhere to the UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) and the UK Woodland Assurance Standard 
(UKWAS).   

1.3 YŜȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ  

¶ General: 

¶ Maintaining a productive forest whilst balancing the interests of recreation and habitat enhancement/restoration.  

¶ Protecting the watercourses that originate from within/run through the Dallas LMP area, and are minor tributaries to the River 

Lossie.  

¶ Hill of the Wangie:  

¶ 18% is on steep, linear slopes making forest operations difficult and more costly, this includes restock, felling and deer 

management.  

¶ Proactive communication between Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) and the downhill mountain biking community is needed to 

reduce the potential for conflict.  

¶ The eastern slopes, include Kellas Oak Woodland, a Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Plantation on Ancient Woodland 

Site (PAWSύΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ΨǳƴŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

¶ Hillockhead: 

¶ A PAWS site managed under Low Impact Silviculture System (LISS).  
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¶ Mill Buie forest block: 

¶ Areas of priority habitat, Upland Heath and Blanket Bog, that require restoration.  

1.4 tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛƴ ōǊƛŜŦ 

¶ Fell 69.6 ha of woodland (12%). 

¶ Thin 128 ha of woodland (22%). 

¶ Restock 33.4 ha of woodland (6%). 

¶ Restore 54.4 ha of deep peat (9%).  

¶ Manage 168.7 ha of upland heath (29%). 

¶ Maintenance of 2.8 km of roads. 

1.5 ¢ƛƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

This plan presents in detail the management, felling, thinning and restocking proposals for the next 10 years (2023-2032).  This first 10 year period 
is particularly important because it relates to the part of the land management plan that requires specific approval from Scottish Forestry (SF). 
Longer term management of Dallas is included in the plan but mainly to provide an indication of the direction of travel and to provide context. 
 
This plan includes the plan for the section of the Kellas Oakwood SSSI managed by FLS (Appendix D). There are no other permissions or consents 
currently associated with this area. 

1.6 /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ  

During the development of this plan we have consulted with the local community and statutory and other interested stakeholders.   
 
For further information on the plan please contact: 
Meriem Kayoueche-Reeve 
Forest Planner 
Forestry and Land Scotland 
East Region 
Huntly Office 
Portsoy Road 
Huntly AB54 4SH 
T: 0300 067 6200 
E: enquiries.east@forestryandland.gov.scot 

1.7 {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ [at ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ 

This land management plan has been produced in accordance with a range of government and industry standards and guidance as well as recent 
research outputs. A full list of these standards and guidance can be found on our website.  
 

  

mailto:enquiries.east@forestryandland.gov.scot
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plans-and-strategies/land-management-plans/links
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2. CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

Proposed felling, restock and infrastructure works are shown on Map 5 Management, Map 6 Thinning and Map 9 Restock in plan period. These are 
summarised in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: proposed management operations 2023-2032 

Proposed Operations 2023 ï 2032 

Felling 69.6 ha 

Thinning 128.2 ha 

Restocking 33.4 ha 

Deforestation 54.7 ha 

New woodland creation None proposed 

New Road Construction None proposed 

Road Upgrade 2.8 km of routine maintenance. 

 
 
Felling within the Dallas LMP area includes 54.7 ha on Mill Buie for Blanket Bog peatland restoration and Upland Heath management. The 33.4 ha 
to be restocked includes Scots Pine, Oak, and riparian broadleaves across Hill of the Wangie, Hillockhead and Mill Buie.  
 
Full details of permitted tolerance for felling out with permission are included in Appendix C. 
 

2.1.1 /ƻǳǇŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ 

Management coupes and their numbers referred to throughout this plan. 
 

 

Figure 2: management coupe numbers across the Dallas LMP area. 
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2.1.2 CŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όнлноπнлонύ 

The proposed felling in the plan period is summarised in Table 2 and Table 3 and outlined in Figure 3.  

Table 2: proposed felling operations  

Proposed felling year Area to be felled (ha) Proportion of forest area (%) 

Phase 1 (2023 - 2027) 64.6 11.2 

Phase 2 (2028 - 2032) 5 0.9 

 
Table 3 outlines the coupes, in the first 5 years of the plan, that are due to be felled across the Dallas LMP area.  

Table 3: proposed clearfell by coupe. 

Coupe number 
European Larch 

(ha) 

Lodgepole 

Pine (ha) 

Norway Spruce 

(ha) 

Oak 

(ha) 

Scots Pine 

(ha) 

Sitka Spruce 

(ha) 

Total 

(ha) 

04023 2.3 - 0.7 - 0.9 - 3.9 

04027 - 20.0 - - - 34.7 54.7 

04128 - - 0.1 - 0.2 0.3 0.6 

04902 0.7 - - 0.3 4.4 - 5.4 

 
 
 

 

Figure 3: management map for the Dallas LMP areas. 
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2.1.3 /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀƎŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ όнлно ς нлпнύ 

Figure 4 and Table 4 outline how the age class of the trees across the Dallas LMP are over the next 20 years.  
 

 

Figure 4: change in age class over the next 20 years (2023 - 2042). 

 

Table 4: change in age class over the next 20 years (2023 - 2042). 

Age Class  

(years) 

Growth 

Stage 

2023 

Area  

ha 

2023 

Area 

% 

2028 

Area 

ha 

2028 

Area 

 % 

2033 

Area  

ha 

2033 

Area  

% 

2042 

Area  

ha 

2042 

Area  

% 

0-10 Establishment 77 23% 47 14% 55 16% 58 17% 

11-20 Thicket 27 8% 65 19% 47 14% 55 16% 

21-40 Pole 62 19% 71 21% 83 24% 70 20% 

41-60  Maturing High 
Forest 

36 11% 31 9% 36 11% 61 18% 

61+  
 

Old High Forest 132 40% 123 36% 118 35% 96 28% 

2.1.4 ¢ƘƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όнлно π нлонύ 

Table 5 summarises the thinning to take place across the Dallas LMP area, and  Figure 5 outlines the coupes in Hillockhead and Gallow Hill that will 
be thinned in 2024 and coupes in Hill of the Wangie to be thinned in 2027. Figure 6 outlines the individual management coupes to be thinned in the 
plan period.  

Table 5: thinning and felling volume and area over Phases 1 and 2 (10 years). 

Thinning Year Thinning volume 

(m3) 

Thinning area  

(ha) 

Proportion of the forest area  

(%) 

Phase 1: 2024 909 28.4 4.9 

Phase 2: 2027 4,107 99.8 17.3 
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Figure 5: Gallows Hill and Hillockhead to be thinning in 2024 and Hill of the Wangie in 2027.  
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Figure 6: management coupes to be thinning during the plan period (2023-2032). 
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2.1.5 wŜǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όнлноπнлонύ 

Figure 7 outlines the coupes to be re-stocked and with what species, across the Dallas LMP area. summarised in Table 6. Do note that Figure 7 
shows the current species overlaid by the restock in the plan period. 
 

 

Figure 7: restock in the plan period 

 

Table 6: proposed restock coupes across the plan period (2023-2032). 

Restock 

Year 

Coupe Downy 

Birch (ha) 

 

Mixed Broadleaves 

(ha) 

 

Oak 

(ha) 

  

Scots 

Pine 

(ha) 

 

Upland heath 

management  

(ha) 

 

Peatland 

restoration 

(ha) 

 

Open  

(ha) 

 

Total 

(ha) 

  

2023 04005 - 0.3 - - - - 0.2 0.6 

2023 04011 - - - 8.1 - - - 8.1 

2023 04012 - - 3.4 - - - - 3.4 

2023 04026 - 0.2 1.1 - - - 0.1 1.4 

2023 04027 - 0.6 - - 3.9 49.9 0.4 54.7 

2023 04317 - - - 2.8 - - - 2.8 

2023 04396 - 1.6 - - 164.9 4.5 1.1 172.0 

2023 04431 - 0.5 - - - - 0.9 1.4 

2023 04432 - - - - - - 1.0 1.0 

2026 04128 - - 0.6 - - - - 0.6 

2027 04023 - - 4.0 - - - - 4.0 

2028 04014 - - - - - - 1.3 1.3 

2028 04328 1.0 - - - - - - 1.0 

2028 04430 - 2.1 - 2.1 - - - 4.2 

2032 04016 - - 5.0 - - - - 5.0 
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Figure 8: summary graph showing restock by species and management type as a percentage of the Dallas LMP area. 

2.1.6 {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ όнлно ς нлпнύ 

Table 7 and Figure 9 outlines how tree species and area will change between 2023 and 2042 across the Dallas LMP area. 
 

Table 7: change in species composition over the next 20 years (2023 - 2042). 

Species  2023  2023  2028  2028  2033 2033 2042  2042 

 ha % ha % ha % ha % 

Open/other 246.5 42 242.1 42 241.2 42 240.3 41 

Scots pine 174.8 30 172.0 30 167.9 29 177.4 31 

Sitka spruce 73.3 13 73.0 13 72.3 12 46.6 8 

Mixed 
Conifers 

33.1 6 29.5 5 29.5 5 27.9 5 

Oak 24.3 4 37.8 7 43.8 8 62.8 11 

Mixed 
Broadleaves 

28.2 5 26.1 4 25.7 4 25.3 4 

 

 

Figure 9: change in species composition over the next 20 years (2023 - 2042). 
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2.2 5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¦YC{ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ 

The LMP seeks to follow the United Kingdom Forestry Standard (UKFS) in all requirements. No felling will take place until any neighbouring restock 
areas have achieved two metres in height. If this is not achieved the separation will be agreed with Scottish Forestry. 

2.3 ¢ƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ¢ŀōƭŜǎ 

Please refer to Appendix C for details of permitted tolerances for plan amendments. 
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3. 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

3.1 5ŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

This plan requests permission to carry out deforestation of 54.7 ha for the purposes of deep peat restoration at Mill Buie. 
The Mill Buie block is an area of conifer planting that has failed across the majority of the block. This area is on deep peat soils and will be restored 
to a functioning peatland system that includes Blanket Bog (Priority Habitat). This will involve the removal of any remaining live conifers and 
undertaking ground works to restore the original ground surface as best as possible. An EIA screening determination is being sought as part of this 
plan submission to allow the deforestation to be undertaken. Further details of the site and the restoration process are in Appendix C Mill Buie 
peatland restoration plan. 
 

3.2 CƻǊŜǎǘ wƻŀŘƛƴƎ 

There are no proposals for new or upgrades to existing forest roads or All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) tracks in the plan period. The only work on the 
existing road network will be ongoing maintenance, to ensure all parts of the Dallas LMP area are accessible for planned operations. 
 
Agreed timber haulage routes are used without restriction as regulated by the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Figure 10).  
 

 

Figure 10: agreed timber and forest routes out of the Dallas forest blocks. 

3.3 vǳŀǊǊƛŜǎ 

There are no plans for quarry expansion in the Dallas LMP area or during the plan period. 

3.4 bŜǿ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ  

There are no plans to plant any new woodland in the Dallas LMP area or during the plan period.  
 

3.5 !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ wŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

3.5.1 ²ŀǘŜǊ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 

Buffering of commercial crops from water courses and private water supplies will follow current Forestry and Water guidelines. Watercourses in 
the Hill of the Wangie, Hillockhead and Mill Buie, will be planted with small groups of suitable native broadleaved species to increase tree cover 
and improve the riparian habitat. The watercourses in Gallow Hill and Mill Buie will be planted during the plan period (2023 ς 2032).  
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3.5.2 tǊƛƻǊ bƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘ  

The deep peat restoration at Mill Buie will require Prior Notification on approval of this plan by SF.  
 

No planning consent is required during the plan period.  
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4. 5ŀƭƭŀǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ  

4.1 YŜȅ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

The four forest blocks that make up the Dallas LMP area each have their unique key features (Figure 11). Further detail of background and survey information 

used to inform the planning process is included in Appendix B.  

 

 

Figure 11: key features across the LMP area. 

 

4.2 ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 

The current species mixture across the Dallas LMP area is outlined in Figure 12, Figure 13 and Figure 14, in summary Scots Pine (32%) and Sitka 
Spruce (214%) are the dominant species. Establishment (25%) and Old High Forest (24%) is the dominant age structures.  
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Figure 12: current species across the Dallas LMP area.  

 

 

Figure 13: current species composition 



15 | Dallas LMP | Mark Reeve and Meriem Kayoueche-Reeve | 17/11/2022  

 

Figure 14: current age structure 
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5. tƭŀƴ !ƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ  

5.1 YŜȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 

¶ General: 

¶ Maintaining a productive forest whilst balancing the interests of recreation and habitat enhancement/restoration.  

¶ Protecting the watercourses that originate from with/run through the Dallas LMP area, and are minor tributaries to the River 

Lossie.  

¶ Hill of the Wangie:  

¶ 18% is on steep, linear slopes making forest operations difficult and more costly, this includes restock, felling and deer 

management.  

¶ Proactive communication between FLS and the downhill mountain biking community is to reduce the potential for conflict.  

¶ The eastern slopes, include Kellas Oak Woodland, a SSSI and PAWS, in a currently ΨǳƴŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ condition.  

¶ Hillockhead: 

¶ A PAWS site managed under LISS.  

¶ Mill Buie forest block: 

¶ Areas of priority habitat, Upland Heath and Blanket Bog, that require restoration.  

5.2 aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƛƳǎ 

The aims detailed below outline the long-term vision for Moray and Aberdeenshire Uplands. They are driven by national policy drivers and are 
applicable to the whole plan area. 

5.2.1 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ 

Support for small sawmills. 

¶ Secure carbon sequestration through (Continuous Cover Forestry) CCF. 

¶ Sustainable timber production. 

¶ IƛƎƘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘ ό{bC[ύ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being. 

¶ Establish and support starter farms.  

¶ Maintenance of high water quality of salmon rivers. 

¶ Provide shelter for stock on neighbouring land. 

5.2.2 hǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

¶ Investment in silvicultural practices. 

¶ Habitat management for Scottish wildcat. 

¶ Management of tree disease. 

5.2.3 /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

¶ High quality timber crops.  

¶ Diversity of softwood species.  

¶ Wind farm investment. 

¶ High potential for saw logs.  

¶ Specialist timber markets. 
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5.3 tƭŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ  

Objective Critical success factor 

The management of the woodland to produce a sustainable crop 
of quality timber suitable for the local processing mills. 

Undertake the planned thinning and felling programme during the plan 
period in order to increase the quality of the timber and to meet the 
production targets. 

Manage deep peat areas to maximise their carbon sequestration 
and storage potential. 

Deep peat areas of Blanket Bog (Priority Habitat) identified and a 
programme of restoration works is proposed during the plan period.  

Improving the condition of Kellas Oakwood SSSI area so it moves 
towards being classified in favourable condition. 

Expansion of native broadleaves, the proactive removal of non-native 
species and protection from over browsing.  

Work with the mountain bike trail users to facilitate the use of 
trails that do not significantly impede the management of the 
forest. 

A network of mountain bike routes are being used that allows operation 
to proceed without undue conflict with the trail users. 

Maintain the riparian zones to minimise any potential impact on 
the downstream Potentially Vulnerable Area (PVA) and maintain 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ άƎƻƻŘέ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 

Riparian zones that are felled within the plan period have been, or are 
planned to be, restocked with native broadleaf woodland and open 
ground. 

Mange the Hillockhead plantation to gradually restore it to its 
ancient woodland character. 

Continue the programme of thinning and natural regeneration to allow 
further areas to be felled as part of the LISS prescription in future 
iterations of the plan. 

5.4 [ƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

The long term vision for the Dallas LMP area is to create a forest that fully meets all UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) requirements.  
 
The steeper ground in the Hill of the Wangie will be gradually converted to a oak woodland to mimic and extend the Kellas Oakwood SSSI.  The 
flatter ground towards the top of the slope and Hillockhead will be managed as Scots Pine dominated forest, under LISS. With an objective of 
maximising the production of quality timber suitable for the local processing mills. Restocking by natural regeneration will be favoured where 
ground conditions and crops allow. Mill Buie will remain as open ground with peatland restoration being undertaken where the soil conditions 
make this a suitable process to increase the sequestration and storage of carbon in addition to managing the upland health habitat Figure 15. 
 

 

Figure 15: long term future species and habitats across the Dallas LMP area. 
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6. !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ 

6.1 hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 

Table 8 details the objectives identified and the opportunities and constraints that these present and the concepts for how they will be addressed. 

Table 8: Key features, opportunities, constraints and the resulting concept that addresses these. 

Objective  Opportunities Constraints Concept 

Commercial 
timber 
production 

Provide a planned and 
sustainable timber supply 
through thinning and felling 
operations. 

The steep ground in some of the plan area 
will make operations more difficult and 
expensive. 

Operational constraints identified e.g. on 
steep ground we will employ appropriate 
techniques such as cable extraction or sky 
line.  

Deep peat soils Undertake a soil and peat 
condition survey to identify 
areas with deep peat soils and 
priority habitat in the Mill Buie 
block.  

The area was previously ground prepped 
and planted with trees, which have not 
reached the Yield Class expected.   

Where appropriate, undertake peatland 
habitat restoration to improve the ability of 
deep peat soils to sequester and store the 
maximum amount of carbon. 

Kellas Oakwood 
SSSI 

Increase the area of Oak 
woodland within the Hill of the 
Wangie that is adjoining with 
the SSSI. Making use of the 
steeper slopes that are less 
suited to timber production.  

Grazing pressure from deer will need to be 
controlled/eliminated. The natural 
regeneration of non-native conifers and 
broadleaves will need to be controlled. 

Following the felling of small coupes of 
conifers on the steeper slopes, erect deer 
fencing and replant with Oak and other 
appropriate native broadleaves. Periodically 
remove the natural regeneration of 
undesirable species. 

Mountain biking The steep slopes in the Hill of 
the Wangie make it very 
suitable for mountain bike 
trails. 

The widespread nature of the trails 
currently in use makes it more challenging 
to undertake forestry operations without 
the risk of mountain bikers interacting 
with machinery and timber lorries and 
trails being damaged.   

Work with the local mountain biking 
community to agree access during forestry 
operations and retain without causing 
excessive damage where appropriate.  

Water quality 
and peak flow 
management 

The existing watercourses 
provide features that can be 
utilised to improve the 
biodiversity potential of the 
block by establishing riparian 
woodland. 

The watercourses are tributaries of the 
River Lossie which flows into an area 
vulnerable to flooding downstream of the 
plan area.  

Undertake felling and establishment 
operations to ensure they have minimal 
impact on the amount and rate of water 
entering the watercourses and thus affecting 
the downstream flood risk. Undertake all 
operations according to UKFS water 
guidelines. Improve the water quality of the 
watercourses by establishing riparian 
woodland.  

Plantation on 
ancient 
woodland site 
(PAWS) 

Create a native pine woodland 
with a diverse structure in the 
Hillockhead block. 

The current age structure is fairly even 
with little diversity. Restoration to native 
woodland will take decades.  

Mange the pine crop in Hillockhead under a 
LISS regime, utilising natural regeneration 
where possible, to create a more uneven age 
structure.  

 

6.2 /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ  

The concepts detailed in Table 8 forms the broad framework for the detailed design with the LMP, and is presented graphically in Figure 16. A 
number of the concepts overlap on the same area and they will be implemented together to achieve a broader range of objectives. 
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Figure 16: analysis and concepts outlined across the Dallas LMP area. 
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7. aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 

7.1 aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ  

The Dallas LMP has been designed in accordance with sound silvicultural, legal and environmental principles set out within the UKFS and UK 
Woodland Assurance Standard and in line with FLS National Spatial Overview. 

7.2 {ƛƭǾƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

The plan area has been divided into a system of coupes to reflect the varying management strategies being applied. CCF practices will be employed 
on sites where conditions will allow, assuming crops are suitably aged and have received appropriate past management interventions. The precise 
system of management for each coupe will be tailored to suit the current and subsequent species in the rotation.  
 
Areas not suitable for CCF, by virtue of access constraints, compromised stability due to exposure or where crops have not received timely thinning 
interventions, will be managed as clearfell and restock systems. Details of proposed silvicultural systems detailed below.  

7.3 ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ  

7.3.1 CŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

Between 2022 and 2031, three Phase 1 and one Phase 2 coupes are scheduled for felling. Full details of individual coupes, including fell year, area 
and species can be found in section 2.1.2. For an overview of coupes to be felled across the LMP area see Figure 17.  
 
The Dallas LMP area is currently managed as clearfell using harvester and forwarder working where the ground conditions allow and skyline and/or 
skidder in the steeper areas. Clearfelling (and subsequent replanting) provides the most flexibility for changing the current species towards the long 
term vision for the block. Felling coupes will be shaped and scaled to fit with the landscape taking account of visibility from key viewpoints. As the 
Dallas LMP area starts to get closer to the long term vision, the area of clearfelling will decrease and it is hoped that eventually all the commercial 
crops will be managed under LISS prescriptions. 
 

 

Figure 17: phased felling during the plan period (2023-2032) until 2056. 

7.3.2 ¢ƘƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

We will maximise the area managed through thinning in the plan area.  FLS policy assumes that all productive conifer crops will be thinned except: 

¶ Thinning is likely to significantly increase the risk of windblow. 

¶ A single thinning operation is likely to require an unacceptably large initial investment in relation to the potential benefits due to 

access or market considerations. 




















































































