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Communities
Concept:
Provide  a varie d a nd e njoya b le  woodla nd e xpe rie nce  for us e rs
e ns uring  continue d us e  of th e  fore s t unde r S cotla nd’s Outdoor
Acce s s  Code , core  path s , th e  S outh e rn Upla nd Way a nd th e
fore s t road ne twork.
Analysis:
Ma inta ine d acce s s  from  Loch  Trool Villa g e  for wa lking , cycling  a nd
h ors e -riding  th roug h  th e  fore s t roads ne tworks a nd core  pa th . Us e
of vis itor zone  are a s  to de s ig n a lte rna tive  low-im pa ct fore s t 
m a na g e m e nt a nd s pe cie s  dive rs ity, wh e re  a ppropriate , to e nrich
th e  fore s t us e r e xpe rie nce  a nd visua l a m e nity adja ce nt to 
re cre ation fa cultie s  on s ite  such  a s  th e  S outh e rn Upla nd way 
footpath .

Low Impact Silvicultural Zone
Concept:
Im prove  fore s t structure  a nd visua l s e tting  th roug h  th e  us e  of 
a ppropriate  Low Im pa ct S ilvicultura l S yste m s  (LIS S ) focus e d around
th e  pe riph e ra l loca l s e ttle m e nts of Barg re nna n a nd Loch  Trool 
Villa g e , a nd th e  h ig h ly us e d vis itor are a s , including  a long  th e  m a in 
e ntra nce  route s  to th e  Loch  Trool vis itor ce ntre  a nd car park. 
Analysis: 
De s ig n a ppropriate  are a s  of m inim um  inte rve ntion, long -te rm  
re te ntion a nd low inte ns ity continuous cove r fore s t are a s  to 
de ve lop th e  fore s t us e r e xpe rie nce , th e  im pa ct on th e  loca l 
la ndsca pe  vie ws a nd to re duce  th e  ope rationa l im pa ct in som e  of 
th e  we t a nd ste e pe r are a s  th a t h a ve  ch a lle ng ing  acce s s  is s ue s .  

Core Plantation Zone
Concept:
Ensure  susta ina b le  tim b e r production from  th e  b lock with  a 
pla ntation th a t is pre dom ina ntly s e cond rotation, m ixe d conife r 
s pe cie s .  Continue  to m a inta in infra s tructure  for future  ope rations.
Analysis:
Th is  are a  s h ould b e  m a na g e d th roug h  com m e rcia l cle a rfe ll a nd 
re s tock fore s try with  som e  broadle a ve d are a s , due  to ve ry m oist 
conte nt of soils .  Th e re  is  a g ood fore s t road ne twork wh ich  will b e  
m a inta ine d.  Tim b e r h a ula g e  will follow fore s t roads to th e  acce s s
on th e  A714.  Consultation with  th e  loca l auth ority m ay b e  re quire d
to us e  pa rt of a s e ve re ly re s tricte d route  for acce s s  to a s ing le  
coupe . 

Alternative To Clearfell Zone
Concept: 
Incre a s e  th e  are a  with in th e  fore s t b lock wh ich  is  pa rt of th e
re g iona l th inning  prog ra m m e  to e nh a nce  tim b e r qua lity,
im prove  fore s t structure  a nd fore s t re s ilie nce . Enh a nce
fore s t road infra s tructure  to fa cilitate  ope rations.
Analysis: 
Opportunitie s  for first th inning  of s e cond rotation conife rs, to 
pote ntia lly b e g in with in th is  pla n te rm .  Additiona l pla nne d roads will
b e  re quire d to e ns ure  long -te rn acce s s  to th inning  s ite s  wh ils t
m a inta ining  pos itive  la ndsca pe  vie ws both  e xte rna lly a nd inte rna lly.
De s ig n to e na b le  la rch  to b e  re m ove d a s  pe r th e  FLS  Larch
S trate g y for th e  ‘Ma na g e m e nt Zone ’. 

Ancient Woodland Zone
Concept:
Enh a nce  a nd m a inta in are a s  of e xis ting  Ancie nt a nd S e m i-a ncie nt 
woodla nds.  With in th e  b lock are  Pla ntations on Ancie nt Woodla nd
S ite ’s  (PAWS ) of Minnoch  Wood, Holm  Wood, Brig ton Wood a nd 
Ma ns e  Wood.
Analysis: 
Th e  de s ig n will look to stre ng th e n conne ctivity, utilis e  native  
buffe rs , e ncoura g e  na tive  natura l re g e ne ra tion, re m ove  of non-
native  s pe cie s , a nd wh e re  via b le , e nrich   th e s e  furth e r th roug h  
na tive  broadle a ve d pla nting . Re -e s ta b lis h m e nt a nd e xpa ns ion of 
th e s e  a re a s  will b e  a long  te rm  vis ion. 

Riparian Zone
Concept:
Ma inta in a nd e nh a nce  pos itive  e ffe cts on th e  Rive r Cre e  a nd
Wate r of Minnoch  catch m e nts to e ns ure  continue d wate r qua lity
wh ile  a ls o supporting  flood ris k m a na g e m e nt a nd aquatic
e cosyste m s , tosupport h a b itats of priority UK Biodive rs ity Action
Pla n (UKBAP) s pe cie s  such  a s  Atla ntic S a lm on, Otte r a nd Wate r
Vole .
Analysis:
Fore s t de s ig n to include  s pe cie s  dive rs ity, with  th e  focus on 
e s ta b lis h m e nt of broadle a ve d s pe cie s  a nd incre a s e d ope n s pa ce ,
including  th e  linking  of ripa ria n zone s  a long  e xte ns ive  
wate rcours e s . Targ e ting  a pe rm a ne nt m atrix of ope n s pace  a nd 
native  broadle a ve d e s ta b lis h m e nt, re ducing  fra g m e nts of conife r 
s pe cie s  le ft in th e  are a  a fte r s a nitation fe lling . Appropriate  acce s s
to th e s e  are a s  will b e  e s ta b lis h e d. 


