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70% o f existing wo o dla nd is Sitka spruc e, reduc ing
spec ies diversity a nd limiting resilienc e
Better qua lity, mo re fertile so ils (surfa c e water gleys
a nd b ro wn ea rths) are mo re preva lent in the ma in b lo c k
a nd increa se the ra nge o f suita b le spec ies.
Po o rer qua lity so ils (b o g a nd iro n pa ns) predo mina te
o n western ‘arm’, restricting ra nge o f suita b le spec ies.
High ra infa ll a nd po o r dra ina ge in so me areas tends to
restric t ra nge o f suita b le spec ies, a nd inc rea ses risk o f
windthro w due to  reduc ed ro o ting depth.

Muc h o f the fo rest sits o n expo sed o pen platea u
Oppo rtunity to  increa se fo rest resilienc e thro ugh
redesign o f c o upe size a nd structure, ride netwo rks
Predicted c limate c ha nge likely to  lea d to  increa se
in extreme wea ther c o nditio ns (e.g. high winds o r
to rrentia l do wnpo urs) whic h ma y inc rea se windthro w
risk.

W ide ra nge o f o ther spec ies (b o th c o nifer a nd
b ro a dlea f) currently present as mino r c o mpo nents
Go o d po tentia l fo r diversifying the ra nge o f
pro ductive spec ies.
Predicted c ha nge to wa rds a warm, mo ist c limate
o ver the c o ming dec a des will increa se the ra nge
o f suita b le spec ies fo r pro ductive cro ps in future.
DN B-infec ted pine a lrea dy present, a nd la rc h will
po tentia lly b e at risk fro m Phyto phtho ra ramo rum
Predo mina ntly c o o l, wet c o nditio ns will restrict
the ra nge o f suita b le spec ies fo r pro ductive
cro ps.

Severa l po c kets o f mature/vetera n trees
Go o d po tentia l reso urc e fo r inc rea sing b io diversity
a c ro ss the site.
So me o f existing a lternate c o nifer sto c k is in sma ll,
iso la ted area s whic h are diffic ult to  ma na ge
ec o no mic a lly.

V ery few thic ket-sta ge cro ps present o n site
Oppo rtunity to  diversify the a ge ra nge o f the fo rest o ver
time c ha nging c o upe shapes c o upled with sho rter
a nd lo nger ro tatio ns in so me cro ps.
Co nstra ined b y currrent like-fo r-like c o upe design a nd
expo sure limiting o ppo rtunity to  reta in cro ps past
the no rma l ro tatio n.

Area aro und Drum Pla ntatio n c la ssed as LEPO
Histo ric  a nd b io lo gic a l b enefit fo r reta ining
existing b ro a dlea ved area s.
Po tentia lly limits ec o no mic  o ppo rtunity fo r area s
currently sto c ked with pro ductive c o nifer.

Lo wer slo pes aro und the no rthern a nd so uthern
b o unda ries are rela tively sheltered.
W here a c c ess a llo ws, so me o f them rec ently pla nted
cro ps o n the mo re sheltered lo wer slo pes might
b e suita b le fo r thinning a nd/o r LISS ma na gement
in due c o urse o ffering further future silvicultura l
o ptio ns in these area s.
Genera lly expo sed na ture o f the site has resulted
in no  thinning b eing underta ken to  da te, severely
limiting the po tentia l fo r c o nversio n to  LISS.

V a rio us ultilities are fo und within the site
Utilities impa c t o n relatively sma ll area  o f the site, a nd
o ffer o ppo rtunity to  utilise ma nda to ry o pen spa c e to
inc rea se ha b itat diversity.
Utilities require perio dic  a c c ess fo r ma intena nc e
a nd ma y require b uffer zo nes fo r sa fety

Severa l mino r waterc o urse present within fo rest
Go o d o ppo rtunities to  develo p riparia n fo rest ha b itat 
netwo rk links to  surro unding area .
Gro und to  the N W  a nd SW  is predo mina ntly o pen, 
limiting o ppo rtunities fo r develo ping netwo rk links 
with wo o dla nd in the wider la ndsc a pe.
Po tentia lly restric tive fo r pro ductive pla nting o ptio ns in 
immediate vic inity

Severa l relatively well used Rights o f W a y/Co re Paths
present within the fo rest
N etwo rk o f Co re Paths o ffers po tentia l to  develo
rec reatio na l links with surro unding area
Lo c a l mo unta in b ike gro ups ha ve expressed interest in
crea ting fo rma l riding fa c ilities (e.g. tra ils a nd/o r
skills park)
Paths present within the fo rest, po tentia lly impa c ting o n
ma na gement dec isio ns
So me mino r issues with unautho rised mo unta in b ike
tra il c o nstructio n a nd po o rly supervised c o mmerc ia l do g
wa lking o peratio ns.

W estern ‘arm’ o f the fo rest surro unded b y o pen gro und
Lo c a lised to po graphy, a nd pro ductive fo restry o n neighb o uring
gro und to  the no rth, po tentia lly reduc es la ndsc a pe impa ct
o f felling o peratio ns a nd future wo o dla nd within the ma in
b lo c k.
Po tentia l fo r o peratio ns to  nega tively impa ct views o f the fo rest
in the wider la ndsc a pe.

So uth Bra es SSSI a nd  Lo c h Ardinning N ature Reserve
situated immediately  east a nd west o f the fo rest
respec tively.
Oppo rtunity to  pro tect a nd enha nc e enviro nment fo r
severa l impo rta nt spec ies at vario us lo c a tio ns a c ro ss
the site.
Po tentia lly limits spec ies c ho ic e a nd impo ses o peratio na l
restric tio ns in the immedia te vic inity.

Go o d fo rest ro a d netwo rk within the site mea ns that mo st
c o upes are within ec o no mic  rea c h o f sta nda rd ha rvester
- fo rwarder c o mb ina tio n.
The mo re sheltered lo wer slo pes might b e suita b le fo r thinning
a nd/o r LISS ma na gement in due c o urse.
The genera lly expo sed na ture o f the site has resulted in no
thinning b eing underta ken to  da te, severely limiting the
po tentia l fo r c o nversio n to  LISS
Sma ll area s at the no rthwestern a nd no rthea stern c o rners
o f the fo rest are o uthwith ec o no mic  rea c h o f sta nda rd
ha rvester/fo rwarder c o mb ina tio n, restricting pro ductive
cro p po tentia l.
Ac c ess fro m the ea st o nly fo r light vehic les a nd no  tiimb er
c a n b e lo a ded fro m the pub lic  ro a d.

Severa l fea tures o f mino r arc ha eo lo gic a l interest present.
The herita ge o f mining fo r c o a l a nd limesto ne is still visib le,
with spo il hea ps a nd o ld sha fts widesprea d. Three o f the
b o unda ry marker sto nes b etween Ba lderno c k a nd Campsie
Parishes ha ve b een lo c a ted.
Po tentia l to  reta in unpla nted b uffers to  inc rea se
amenity/b io diversity va lue.
Lo ss o f area  fo r gro wing pro ductive c o mmerc ia l
c o nifer

Impo rta nt spec ies present inc lude Great Crested
N ewt, Pine marten, Sma ll Pearl-b o rdered Fritilla ries
a nd Green Ha irstrea k b utterflies
Po tentia l to  pro tect a nd enha nc e enviro nment
fo r severa l impo rta nt spec ies at vario us lo c a tio ns
a c ro ss the site.
Ma y po tentia lly impa c t o n spec ies c ho ic e a nd
ma na gement appro a c h.
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Western 'arm' of the forest surrounded by open ground
When possible the remaining strip of windblow on the
northern edge will be felled and replaced with diffuse
broadleaves eventually feathering into mixed woodland
then conifer to soften the hard edge of the forest
improving views.

Very few thicket-stage crops present on site
Diversify the age range of the forest through design,
species choice, management approach (thinnings)
retentions and rotation lengths to create more varied
habitats..

Several pockets of mature/veteran trees
Look to enhance areas more approriate for longer
term retentions such as the sheltered northern
slopes and broadleved FHN's by enhancing these
networks and increasing stand stability through
thinnings. Current unstable retentions should be
felled.

70% of existing woodland is Sitka spruce, reducing
species diversity and limiting resilience
Continue the use of pure SS and SS/ALP nursing
mixtures on the poor soils of the western arm of the
forest and take the opportunity in the future to
diversify the better soils of the main block
predominantly using NS, DF as well as native MB
whilst also carefully  considering the wider landscape
and how the forest sits within it.

South Braes SSSI and  Loch Ardinning Nature
Reserve situated immediately  east and west of
the forest respectively.
Maintain open habitat east of nature reserve and
minimum intervention management west of SSSI
benefiting the respective neighbouring habitats.

Good forest road network within the site means that
most coupes are within economic reach of standard
harvester/forwarder combination.
Develop the exiting road network eastward along the
ridge allowing improved access to the far northwest of
the forest both for future felling but proposed future
thinning operation and therefore LISS management
aspirations.

Area around Drum Plantation classed as LEPO
Focus on retaining/replanting native broadleaves 
along Baldown Glen burn and the burn running
immediately to the west enhancing the Drum
Plantation LEPO area within the landscape.

Lower slopes around the northern and southern
boundaries are relatively sheltered
Assign thinning regimes to the crops on sheltered
northern slopes in order to evaluate the future
potential of these areas for conversion to LISS
management.

Much of the forest sits on exposed open plateau
Facilitate more management flexibility and forest
resilience by creating more wind firm edges at
restocking allowing more options for future coupe
design, access and biodiversity.

Wide range of other species (both conifer and broadleaf)
currently present as minor components
Continue the use of pure SS and SS/ALP nursing
mixtures on the poor soils of the western arm of the
forest and take the opportunity in the future to diversify
the better soils of the main block predominantly using
NS, DF as well as native MB whilst also carefully
considering the wider landscape and how the forest
sits within it.

Important species present include Great Crested
Newt, Black grouse, Pine marten, Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and Green Hairstreak
butterflies. 
Continue to manage for and protect these species
e.g. as set out in species specific action plans such as
Regional local Great Crested Newt Management Plan
2015-2020 as well as specific guidance notes such
as GN35b Forest Operations and Great Crested Newts. 

Several features of minor archaeological interest present.
The heritage of mining for coal and limestone is still
visible, with spoil heaps and old shafts widespread.
Three of the boundary marker stones between
Baldernock and Campsie Parishes have been located.
Sites of limekilns have been identified on the S and W
edge of the main block. Clearance of conifers has/will
allow these sites to be seen again and, proximity to
public access, low-key interpretation may become
possible. Conifer planting will be kept a minimum of
20m from all these features.

Several minor watercourse present within forest
Look to create a riparian FHN between Glenwhapple
and Baldrow Glen as well as enhancing other potentially
signficant broadleaved networks where appropriate.
Species choice will be W7 woodland type on most
areas, as soils are so fertile, as indicated in Bulletin
112.

Several relatively well used Rights of Way/Core Paths
present within the forest
FLS Regional staff will continue to manage the path
network and work with various user groups to
manage their activites (e.g. the recently developed
Code of Conduct for Professional Dog Walkers.
There is good potential in this forest to develop
co-ordinated safe use by various user groups.

Various ultilities are found within the site
Unplanted utility wayleaves will benefit Small
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and Green Hairstreak
butterflies.
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