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pressure from deer will increase the level of native broadleaf colonisation from existing seed 

sources. Upper riparian areas may have scattered broadleaves present and will remain unplanted; in 

the long-term these area may achieve greater than 20 % canopy cover. 

  

• Native woodland – native broadleaves will be planted to enhance these areas with a wider species 

mix. These will also provide a riparian corridor buffer against colonisation by productive conifers. 

  

• Productive conifer – predominantly on former drained agricultural fields which are suitable for 

planting with productive conifer. These have relatively easy access and are on the flatter areas of the 

site to aid future operational access. 

  

• Productive broadleaves – this small zone contains areas which are suitable for productive forestry; 

they are enclosed by the native woodland area and are therefore not suitable for conifer 

establishment. 

 

• Open habitat – consisting predominantly of two large areas of blanket bog in the site’s north and 

south which have been identified through survey. They contain extensive areas of deep peat, 

groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems, species-rich flushes and nationally important 

habitats. Also included are areas of designed open ground around fragmented priority habitats, 

roads, wayleaves and heritage features. 

 

• Wet woodland – these areas will have widely spaced native broadleaves, providing a lightly wooded 

habitat that differs from other forested areas. 

 

 

3.0 Management Proposals - regulatory requirements 
This land management plan was produced in accordance with a range of government and industry 

standards and guidance as well as recent research outputs, recognised at the time of its production.  A 

full list of the current standards and guidance which guide the preparation and delivery of FLS Land 

Management Plans can be found using the link HERE.  

 

It is not anticipated that there will be any departures from UKFS requirements and, wherever possible, 

guidelines will be met in consultation with Scottish Forestry and other relevant stakeholders. 
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3.2 Summary of planned operations 
In summary, operations in the first 10 years will consist of:  

 

Planting and establishment operations to include productive conifer, productive broadleaf, enrichment 

planting and protection of existing natural regeneration to enhance natural colonisation of native 

species.  

 

Felling operations will fall into two categories: 

• Removal of conifer seed sources from broadleaf, riparian, and open areas. 

• Clearance for utility wayleaves and forest road construction/upgrades.  

 

To initiate bog restoration, re-wetting operations (e.g. drain blocking) are planned. 

 

A detailed operational plan is given in Appendix V. 

 

3.3 Proposed clear felling 
There is no proposed clear felling within the 10 year period of this plan. There will be small areas of 

felling inside the riparian-broadleaf zones and around the artificial duck ponds to remove non-native 

conifers. There will be minor tree felling for forest road construction/upgrading. Clearance for utility 

wayleaves will be conducted under planning permission submitted to the relevant planning authority. 

 

3.4 Proposed thinning 
While there is no thinning planned within the 10 year period of this plan, there will be removal of 

mature and immature conifers from areas that have been designated as either open ground or 

broadleaf areas. There will also be minor tree felling for forest road construction. 

 

Thinning will normally be carried out at, or below, the level of marginal thinning intensity (i.e. removing 

no more than 70% of the maximum MAI, or YC, per year). Higher intensities (no more than 140 % of 

maximum MAI, or YC, per year) may be applied where thinning has been delayed, larger tree sizes are 

being sought or as part of a LISS prescription.  In all cases work plans will define the detailed thinning 

prescription before work is carried out and operations will be monitored by checking pre- and post- 

thinning basal areas for the key crop components. 
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3.5 Other tree felling in exceptional circumstances 
FLS will normally seek to map and identify all planned tree felling in advance through the LMP process.  

 

However, there are some circumstances requiring small scale tree felling where this may not be possible 

and where it may be impractical to apply for a separate felling permission due to the risks or impacts of 

delaying the felling.  

 

Felling permission is therefore sought for the LMP approval period to cover the following circumstances:  

individual trees, rows of trees or small groups of trees that are impacting on important infrastructure 

(as defined below*), either because they are now encroaching on or have been destabilised or made 

unsafe by wind, physical damage, or impeded drainage.  

 

*Infrastructure includes forest roads, footpaths, access (vehicle, cycle, horse walking) routes, buildings, 

utilities and services, and drains.  

 

The maximum volume of felling in exceptional circumstances over the plan area covered by this 

approval is 75 cubic metres per calendar year.  

 

A record of the volume felled in this way will be maintained and will be considered during the five year 

Land Management Plan review. 

 

[N.B. Trees may be felled without permission if they: are of less than 10 cm diameter at breast height 

(1.3 m); pose immediate danger to persons or property; are completely dead; or are part of Authorised 

Planning Permission works or wayleave agreements]. 

 

3.6 Proposed restocking 
As there is no planned clear felling within the 10 year period of this plan, no restocking is planned. 

 

3.7 Proposed afforestation 
The area will be subject to extensive afforestation (167.9 ha) via planting and it is envisioned there will 

be natural regeneration from existing tree cover at the site. This has been planned after the completion 

of soil, peat depth, archaeological, hydrological, breeding bird, habitat, and native woodland surveys 

(enclosed as Appendices). The planting design complies with the recommendations contained within 




































































