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Appendix 11 - Key policies and publications 
The key legislation, policies and practice guidance used in the preparation of this Plan and to which FLS delivery will comply - unless explicitly stated in the Plan text (with alternative standards, mitigation 
and/or controls stated) - are listed below: 

Legislation 
Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018 

Forestry Act (1967 as amended) 

Plant Health Act (1967) 

Forestry Commission Bye-laws (1982) 

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 

Deer (Scotland) Act 1996 

Land Reform (Scotland) Acts 2003 and 2016 

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 

Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 

Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 

Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 

Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (variation of Schedules A1 and 1A)(Scotland) Order 2013 

Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment)(Scotland) Regulations 2017 

Environmental Impact Assessment (Miscellaneous Amendments)(Scotland) Regulations 2017 

Forest Reproductive Material: Regulations Controlling Seed Cuttings and Planting Stock for Forestry in Great Britain, Forestry Commission Scotland 2007. 

Corporate Policies and Strategies 
Forestry Commission (2023) The United Kingdom Forestry Standard (Fifth Edition). FC, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2019) Scottish Forestry Strategy. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2019) Forestry and Land Scotland Corporate Plan 2022 – 2025. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2016) Getting the Best from Our Land: A Land Use Strategy for Scotland 2016 – 2021. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2020) The Environment Strategy for Scotland. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2015) Scotland’s Archaeology Strategy. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Government (2009) The Scottish Soil Framework. Scottish Government, Edinburgh. 

Forestry and Land Scotland (2018) The National Spatial Overview. FLS, Edinburgh. 
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Forestry Commission Scotland (2009) Control of Woodland Removal. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2008) Scotland’s Woodlands and the Historic Environment. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Scottish Natural Heritage (2016) Scotland’s National Peatland Plan, Working for Our Future. SNH, Edinburgh. 

Highland Forest and Woodland Strategy (2018) The Highland Council, Inverness. 

Scottish Forestry (2021) Restocking Density for Native Broadleaves. SF policy update (May 2021). 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2017) FES Dothistroma Needle Blight Strategy (version 3, June 2017) 

Forestry and Land Scotland (2022) FLS Larch Strategy (April 2022). 

Forest Planning and Management Guidance 
Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and Climate Change - UKFS Guidelines (First Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Broadmeadow, M ed. (2002) Climate Change Impacts on UK Forests - Bulletin 125. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland Policy Guidance (2017) – Planting in Caledonian pinewoods: reducing risks from Dothistroma Needle Blight. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests & Water - UKFS Guidelines (Sixth Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2019) Managing Forest Operations to Protect the Water Environment. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry and Land Scotland (2012) Environment Guidance Note 5 - Managing for Freshwater Pearl Mussels during harvesting operations. 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (2010) Engineering in the Water Environment Good Practice Guide – River Crossings 2nd Edition. SEPA. 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (2006) The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005 – A Practical Guide. SEPA. 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (2012) The River Basin Management Plan for Scotland 2021 – 2027. SEPA. 

The Highland Council (2022) Highland and Argyll Local Flood Risk Management Plan (2022 - 2028). The Highland Council, Dingwall. 

Forestry Commission (2022) UKFS Practice Guide – Designing and managing forests and woodlands to reduce flood risk. Forest Research. 

Forestry & Water Scotland Initiative (2018) – Protecting private water supplies during forestry activities (Sept 2018) 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (2021) Flood Risk Management Plan – Highland and Argyll Local Plan District. 

Forestry Commission Operational Guidance Book 12 – Managing Forest Roads. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2015) Long-term Management on Steep Slopes – LTMSS Information Note 1. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2015) Long-term Management on Steep Slopes – Technical Guidance Note. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and Historic Environment - UKFS Guidelines (Third Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Ritchie M and Wordsworth J (2010) Identifying the Historic Environment in Scotland’s Forests and Woodlands. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2016) The provision of archaeological information and advice in Scotland to meet the UKFS. FCS Guidance Note 

Forestry and Land Scotland (2021) Archaeology and the Historic Environment. FLS internal communication, Inverness. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and Soil - UKFS Guidelines (Third Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2015) Deciding future management options for afforested deep peatland. FCS, Edinburgh. 
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Morrison J et al (2010) Understanding the Greenhouse Gas Implications of Forestry on Peat Soils in Scotland. Forest Research. 

Paterson D.B. and Mason W.L. (1999) Cultivation of Soils for Forestry – FC Bulletin 119. HMSO. 

Scottish Forestry (March 2021) – Cultivation of upland productive woodland creation sites – applicant’s guidance. 

Taylor, C.M.A. (1991) Forest Fertilisation in Britain. HMSO. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and Landscape - UKFS Guidelines (Fourth Edition) . FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2012) Achieving Diversity in Scotland’s Forest Landscape. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and Biodiversity - UKFS Guidelines (Third Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Pyatt, G; Ray, D; Fletcher, J (2001) An Ecological Site Classification for Forestry in Great Britain - Bulletin 124. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2018) Guidance for the preparation of land management plans on Scotland’s National Forest Estate. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2018) Applying an Ecosystem Approach to land management planning on Scotland’s National Forest Estate. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2003) Management of Semi-Natural Woodlands - Upland Birchwoods – Practice Guide 6. FC, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2003) Management of Semi-Natural Woodlands – Native Pinewoods – Practice Guide 7. FC, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2012) Managing deadwood in forests and woodlands – Practice Guide 20. FC, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2021) Deadwood Management: Guidance for FLS staff. FLS internal communication, Inverness. 

Thompson, R (2009) Management of PAWS on the National Forest Estate in Scotland. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Thompson, R (2009) Natural Reserves Guidance. FLS internal communication, Edinburgh. 

Thompson, R (2022) FLS’ Priorities for Rhododendron control. FLS internal communication, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2017) Forests and People - UKFS Guidelines (Third Edition). FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission Scotland (2014) Deer Management on the National Forest Estate - Current Practice and Future Directions. FCS, Edinburgh. 

Forestry Commission (2013) Managing public safety on harvesting sites - Practice Note. FC, Edinburgh. 

FCS Guidance Note 35a Forest operations and bats in Scotland (2007, revised 2009) 

FCS Guidance Note 32 Forest operations and birds in Scottish Forests (2006) 

FCS Guidance Note 34 Forest operations and European Protected Species in Scottish Forests (2007) 

FCS Guidance Note 35c Forest operations and otters in Scotland (2009) 

FCS Guidance Note 31 Forest operations and wildlife in Scottish Forests (2006) 

FCS Practice Note 31 Managing forests for white-tailed Eagles (2011) 

Location-specific literature 

Landscape Character Assessment: Inverness – Landscape Evolution and Influences (2019). NatureScot. 
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