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Liaise with NatureScot to address the issue of mature Beech
and conifer species which are causing the regeneration of these
exotic species within the NNR and within the FLS section of the
designated Oakwood.  Removal of these trees should be addressed
during this plan period.  FLS should work with NatureScot to secure
the features of this globally important designated woodland.
The upgrade of the NNR track will be required to facilitate this work.

Ascertain an appropriate size of buffer required to protect the designated woodland 
from commercial conifer woodland management and regeneration.

Prioritise the felling of mature conifer species.  Work with NatureScot to resolve access issues to
harvest and extract produce from the site.  Fell to recycle if this is not possible.  The removal of the 
younger non-native species from this annexed section of the designation in tending operations
will complete the final part of the riparian restoration which commenced during the last plan period.

Eggadale Glen East (represented by the pink outline):
This location is unlikely to require restructuring during this plan period.  Consideration will be given to a future conversion
to a working native woodland/Scots pine (SP) habitat to be managed under CCF, providing a visual balance of woodland
habitat with the designated Oakwood on the other side of the Strontian river.  Biodiversity will be improved by linking
native, ancient, transition and riparian woodland habitats with open priority habitats.
This should help create conditions suitable for the spread of lichen, ferns and byophytes from the designated woodland
to establish in the East side of the glen.
This perpetuates the working native woodland management legacy dating back thousands of years in this locality.

As felling and replanting progresses over time, permanent riparian habitat 
will be restored around all watercourses providing: improved soil and water
resilience; improved biodiversity resilience by connecting low lying and upland
native woodland open and wooded habitats and continuing to develop the
potential of the deadwood habitat. 

Young conifers in wet
woodland habitat

Mature SS to be
removed from
designated area

Heritage features:
Replanting will provide the opportunity to
reinstate protective buffers around the 
heritage features, in compliance with FLS
best practice.  In younger woodland area
monitoring will identify the need to remove
woody vegetation from protective buffers.
Industrial native woodland heritage has
continued for thousands of years in this
locality:  evident in:
- the name "Eggadale Glen" (meaning Oak valley
 - a Viking/Norse)
- the bloomeries and charcoal platform relics
- old townships and farming heritage (reminders 
of wood pasture management)
- coppiced Oaks use for the supply of pit props
in the local former lead mining
Features of ancient woodland, (including veteran
trees, platforms and bloomeries), will be 
protected as much as possible from forest
operations.
Expansion of native woodland habitat will
enhance this historic industrial native 
woodland setting.

Coille Dhubh:
Monitor the conditions of this ancient woodland and programme the
removal of invasive and non-native species; adjust deer control and
improve conditions for natural regeneration where required.   In the long
term this habitat will expand as the conversion in riparian and transition
woodland habitats occurs when replanting provides the opportunity.

Identify the location of Oaks in the semi-natural woodland areas.  Programme periodic halo
thinning to improve crown development and manage favourable conditions of bryophytes
and lichen.  Once planned roading has been constructed, assess the habitat for thinning
potential.

Poorly performing areas of Sitka spruce (SS), on Carnoch summit will be replaced with a mixture
of peatland restoration and establishment of peatland edge habitat where appropriate, improving 
land use resilience as well as biodiversity resilience by linking native woodland habitat with open
priority habitats, and also improving habitat conditions for Black Grouse.
The view of this area from near the lead mines on the public road from Strontian to Polloch will be
greatly improved, giving the appearance of a softer natural forest upper margin.

Upgrade the boundary deer fence.  Carry out deer control as necessary within the forest and
the NNR, aiming to maintain a resident population of 2-7 deer/sq. km to secure natural
regeneration, crop establishment and healthy priority habitats.

Strontian river catchment:
Downstream of Drimnatorran Forest lie the Sunart SSSI/SAC/MPA designations.
The Strontian river is an important salmonid habitat.  Through the process of felling
and replanting, all watercourses will have native riperian habitat restored.  This will
provide further protection for water quality and further resilience for water based
priority and designated species and habitats.

Tom an t-Sithein:
This locally iconic natural feature will be maintained as open ground.  Future development
in this vicinity will take account of its cultural significance and folklore.  The view from this
site will be maintained.  The removal of conifer species from the coupes which are difficult
to access, and replaced with native species willl provide a more natural setting.

Public water
supply weir

Identify non-native trees that remain in the designated area.  Programme their
removal to coincide with similar work in the adjacent NNR.  Remove undesirable
regenerating trees.
This area has undergone the removal of plantation conifer species in recent years.
Much of the floodplain section was restored to peatland habitat in late 2019 and
will require monitoring and removal - if required - of regenerating trees.
The habitats for Chequered Skipper and dragonflies will be maintained to ensure
the survival of these colonies.  Maintain sheltered sunny glades, areas of purple
moor grass and flowering plants, road verges, woodland edge habitats and small
pools.  Remove regenerating exotic tree and plant species through programmed
operations.
The rich bryophyte, lichen and fern communities will be managed through localised
thinning around host trees to manipulate the desired light and humidity levels
required to sustain the ecosystem.  Deadwood and veteran trees will remain in situ,
unless they pose a risk to health and safety.  Cut trees and branches will be moved
to safe locations within the designated site.  Veteran trees will be allowed to senesce,
eventually becoming deadwood habitat, and in the process, allowing light and space
for natural regeneration to take place.
Deer populations must be managed to secure establishment of natural regeneration.

Monitor the progression of the recently restored peatland.  Regenerating trees will be
removed and small pools will be maintained to support the dragonfly communities.
Natural regeneration of native trees and shrubs will be encouraged in the felled areas
in the hinterland of the restored peat areas with supplementary planting to achieve
desired species and stocking density if required.
Coppicing some of the edge trees may be required over time to create the ideal
woodland edge structure and habitat which is favoured by the Chequered Skipper.

Phemies' Wood:
This highly visible long established mixed conifer and broadleaf woodland has diversity
in species and stand structure.  A large network of trails within the woodland connects
with trails outwith the woodland helping to link the village of Strontian with surrounding
townships.  This woodland is rich with deadwood, lichen, bryophytes and potential
veteran trees, all of which will be managed through continuous cover management,
involving a mix of conventional thinning and selection management systems.
New roading is required to facilitate safe harvesting and haulage operations during
this plan period.  Tending operations will be required to respace the pockets of young
high density regeneration.  These operations will assist in the removal of Larch as per
the FLS Larch Strategy.

Carnoch open hill.
This area consists of a variety of open priority habitat.  There are areas
of degraded habitat which will be reviewed during this plan period.  To 
find ways to maximise resilience, and improve the habitat for Black Grouse
and the feeding ground for Golden Eagle.
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